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ATLAN^. 

CHAFEEB I ' ■,. ■*: 

OROANIZATIOIT— PBEUUINAST VOYaKESnS'. 

The battle of Chattanooga was faagM by General' Chnnt 
as Commander of tlie Military Division of the MisBissipj^, 
which was a territorial command made by iinitimg onder-; '_ 
one head the Departments of the Ohio, the Cumberland, 
and the Tennessee. Arkansas vaa temporarily united to 
these, but need not be considered in oni* present sketch. 
It will help to a clear nnderstanding of the oi^ianiza- 
tion under which the campaign of Atlanta was conducted 
to recall the general outline of these departments, which, 
with tittle change, had been the territorial units of mili- 
tary command from the begiiming of the war. The De- 
partment of the Tennessee had been Grant's fleld of oper- 
ations till Yicksbni^ was taken, and included the country 
between the Ohio and Mississippi Bivera on the north and 
west, the Tennessee Biver to Decatiir on the east, and run' 
ning indefinitely southward till it should reach country 
in which troops of the Department of the Golf nught be 
operating. The Department of the Cumberland was com- 
manded by Major-Oeneral George H. Thomas, who had suc- 
ceeded Bosecrans after the battle of Chickamaaga. It in* 
ES.— 1 



eluded middle Tenseseee witli part of Kentucky, bo that 
LouiaTille on tlie Ohio Biver was its dcpdt for supplies, and 
the lines of railroad fromtliat dt; to Nashville, and thence 
to Northern Alabama a&jl dkorgia, lay within it. Like the 
Department of the T^QsesBee its southern boundary was not 
fixed, but would '^udrrace whatever territoiy its troops 
sbonld occupy, ^l^lit}* 'Department of the Ohio was com- 
manded by Maifir-'Oenersl John M. Schofleld, and included 
East Tennessee E^d the eastern part of Eentncky. Cincin- 
nati was it^-dfipdt and its line of posts extended through 
Eentncky. ^j* way of Lexington and Bichmond to Gnmber- 
laud G»p and the other mountain passes npon the counti; 
rWh^loading to Enoxville and the Holston valley. Its only 
ip^ 'fii railway reached no farther south than Lexington, 
*^Wgh General Bumside had begun the constmction of 
'.'another, which was meant to extend the Central Kentucky 
' railroad to Knoxville. 'Whilst that officer was in command 
of the Department in the summer and fall of 1863, he 
thought such a line would be necessary, if East Tennessee 
was to be firmly held and made the base for movements 
looking toward Charleston and Savannah as objective 
points. No one doubted that a railroad upon the line sur- 
veyed would be of great advantage in miKtaty operations if 
it were once constructed, but even the enterprise of Mr. 
Lincoln's administration, accustomed aa it woa to gigontie 
operations, shrank from engaging in building hnndreda of 
miles of railway, and Bumside's project was dropped. The 
BufFeringB of the army in East Tennessee during the winter 
following proved how inadequate country roads were to 
snpply an army so far from its depdts, and when the enemy 
had interrupted the railway commnnication of Thomas' 
army at Chattanooga with Nashville, Bumside's forces about 
Knoxville were reduced to the verge of starvation. 
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ORGANIZATION— PRELUKWART MOVBMBHTS. 8 

From tlie sketch thns givea it will be Been that the gen- 
eral plan on which the airaieB between the Allegheny Menn- 
taine and the UiaBiaeippi worked during 1863 was one in 
which three parallel colnnms, each with ita own line oF 
commnnioations, were pnahing their vey toward the Gulf 
and the ocean. The War Department at Washington and 
General Halleck, as the President's Chief of gtofF, hod the 
task of combining and harmonizing these movements, and 
of furnishing the material of war and the recruits needed to 
keep up the strength and vigor of each. The department 
commanders not only led in person the larger moving forces 
at the front, they had multifarious duties of administration 
within their territorial jurisdiction, and the responsibility 
for the safety of their own communications and lines of sup- 
ply, as well as for the peace and quiet of the country behind 
them. It was for them to determine how much the posts 
and garrisons in the rear could be reduced for the purpose 
of strengthening the army at the front, and each was inde- 
pendent of the others, except as they were subject to the 
ordera of the President as Commander-in-Chief. Each would 
naturally be anxious to increase the importance of his own 
part in the campaign, and to secure sU the m.on and means 
possible to increase the strength and efficiency of his own 
army. The emulation was usnolly generous, a common ear- 
nestness of patriotism was felt by the generals in command, 
and co-operation was sincerely aimed at ; but the system 
had ita disadvantages, and the fall of Yickaburg and Fort 
Hudson, with the openir^ of the Mississippi, gave the oppor- 
tunity for more unity of effort, and indicated, by a process of 
natural selection, the officer for the larger task. 

In October, Grant was put in command of the military 
Division of the Mississippi, and Major-Ooneral William T. 
Sherman succeeded him in the command of the Deportment 
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and Army of the Tennesaee. The Drganizatiim of the mili> 
taiy division did not Bnperaede the departments. These re- 
maimed as before, aabordinate, however, to the superior com- 
mander, who might modify the control of the department 
commander on special matters. This power was exercised 
a little later, in regard to the management of railways ; for 
when the nnlted ormj became dependent for supplies upon 
lines of road lying within the Department of the Cumber- 
land, it waa necessary that the railroads should be operated 
by officers reporting directly to the Qeneral-in-Ghief. A 
civil engineer and railway expert. Colonel Anderson, was as- 
signed, with military rank, to this dnty, and, as Master of 
Railway Transportation on the Headquarters Staff, issued 
his orders in the name of the general commanding the mil- 
itary division. This was not done, however, till General 
Sherman had succeeded Grant in the command, and was 
preparing for the advance into Georgia. 

To complete this view of the military organization it is 
only necessaiy to add that the three department commanders 
were designated aa commnndants of armies in the field, so 
that when acting together, the grand army consisted of the 
Armies of the Cumberland, the Tenneasee and the Ohio, 
constituting the centre and vings of the whole force, and 
the ordera of the General-in-Chief issued to the three army 
commandera aa his immediate subordinates. Questions of 
precedence were settled by the rule that the assignment by 
the President of any genera] officer to the command of an 
army or a corpa, gave 1"'m temporaiy snpariority of rank over 
officers in the same command not so assigned, even though bis 
commission might be junior in date. The positions of army 
commander and corps commander were thna practically made 
distinct temporary grades in the army, equivalent to those of 
general and lieutenant-general in the Confederate servica 
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ORGANIZATION— FBELIUINARY MOVEMENTS. 6 

The opening of the Mieaissippi Biver isolated the conntty 
west of it from the rest of the Confederacj. The hostile 
river navy was destrojed, asd the gunboat fleet of the 
United States, bj constant patrol of the water STBtem of the 
great West, prevented anj considerable passage of anppliea 
or of mea from one part of the rebellious States to the other. 
The problem for Oraat now to solve, was how to cut another 
sach section from the hostile conntry, and so to diminish 
proportionately the strength of the enemy. The Confederate 
Government felt severely the diminution of its resources ; 
for not only had Texas and Western Louisiana with Arkansas 
famished large amounts of sabsistenoe stores to their com- 
missariat, which were now lost, but the enforcement of the 
conscription became impracticable, and after one consider- 
able effort in the Bed Biver campaign of the spring of 
1861, the war in that region dwindled to a partisan conflict, 
having no appreciable importance. If Mississippi and Ala- 
bama could be in a similar way severed from the active 
theatre of war, it would be very hard for the Qovemment at 
Bichmond to And the means of prolonging the straggle at 
the East. The winter was spent by General Grant in sab- 
ordinate operations, tending to simplify the aitoation, and 
all looking to a campaign with his united forces against the 
Army in Northern Geoi^a, which he had recently de- 
feated, and which was now in winter quarters atonnd Dalton. 
Thomas, with the Army of the Cumberland, was to occapy 
the attention of General Joseph E. Johnston, who had re* 
lieved Bragg of the command at Dalton ; Schofleld, with the 
Army of the Ohio, was to rid East Tennessee, if possible, of 
the forces operating there under Longstreet ; and Sherman, 
with the Army of the Tennessee, was directed to make a 
rapid movement from Vicksburg toward Meridian, for the 
purpose of destroying the railroads and thns to make hostile 
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operations tow&rd the His^ssippi bo difficult that a small 
force could protect the great valley and a concentmtioB 
eould be made of the larger part of all the forces onder 
Grant's command ^;ainst Johnston's army. 

It was not to be expected that the Oonfedeiates voold 
allow these preliroinaiy movements to be made without 
tesistatice; bnt it was reasonably reckoned probable that 
if Johnston should concentrate against Sherman, Thomas 
wonld be able to pnsb his column southward from Chatto* 
nooga toward the important railway connecting points at 
Bome and Atlanta, and thus secure even greater advantages 
than eould be hoped from Sherman's snccees. 

Thomas, therefore, kept up such activity through the early 
spring as the condition of his army and the state of the 
roads permitted, and in fact kept Johnston from detaching 
any sufficient forces from his command to prevent Sherman 
from accomplishing his purpose. Meanwhile, the reopen- 
ing of ito railway line of communications relieved the Army 
of the Cumberland from its long-continued scarcity of sup- 
plies ; the men were comfortably clothed, the artillery and 
w^ou teams were put in good condition, the cavalry was 
partly remoanted, and the whole force was brought into an 
excellent state of efficiency and confidence. 

Sherman started from Vickaburg on February 3d with 
about twenty thousand men, organized in two columns, which 
were commanded respectively by Major-Generals McPherson 
and Hutlbat. He gave ont that he aimed at Mobile, but 
his real purpose, as previously settled between himself and 
General Banks, who was in command at New Orleans, was to 
destroy the railways at and about Meridian. A strong cav- 
alry force, under Brigadier-General W. Sooy Smith, was 
ordered to march from Memphis simultaneously with Sher- 
man's advance from Vicksburg, to seek and, if possible, to 
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OBGANIZATION— PBELIMINART MOVEMENTB. 7 

root the Confederate cavaliy tinder Forrest, then operating 
in Northern MiBsissippi and Soathem Tennessee, and aitei- 
ward to join Sherman at Meridian for further operations. 

A glance at the map will show the significance and im- 
portance of the morement. Meridian is near the eastern 
bonndary of Mississippi, where the railway from Vicksbnrg 
to Montgomery and eastward crosses the Mobile and Ohio 
Bailroad. If Sherman's advance should force a concentra- 
tion of all the available Confederate troops to Teaist him, it 
was hoped that deneral Smith wonld find little difficulty in 
making a rapid raid sonthward from Corinth, destroying 
railroad bridges and crippling that line of railway to snch 
an extent as to make it useless for military operations dur- 
ing the coming campaign. When Sherman had done the 
same for the east and west line to Meridian, it was safe to 
assume that no large column of troops conld operate against 
Memphis or Nashville I^ way of Northern Mississippi for 
some months at least, for the experience of the war had de- 
monstrated that no considerable army could subsist, depend- 
ing upon wagons and common coontiy roads for more than 
a few miles from railway depSts. A rapid march conld be 
made, living upon the eonntry, if it led to a point where 
mihtary stores could be reached or captured ; but protracted 
operations were indissolubly tied to the railway and water 
lines, which could be depended on in all weather and to 
any extent. Complete success in both parts of Sherman's 
movement would, therefore, have taken the northern half of 
Mississippi out of the theatre of active operations, and if 
Baoka could snbaequently take Mobile, that port would be- 
come a most important base for a new movement co-opera- 
ting with the one to be made from Chattanooga as soon as 
the spring should open. Sherman's own part in the plan 
was the only one successfully carried out ; bat it was sufS- 
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cient to Beonra the principal object, and his Babeeqaent 
campaign in Northern Georgia was undisturbed by anj for- 
midable demonatrationB of the enetn^ ia the Vallejs of the 
Mississippi and the liower Tennessee. He reached MeridiEm 
on February 14tli, and after tearing np the railways in that 
Ticinity, burning the ties, twisting the rails, and destroying 
the bridges, he withdrew to Central Mississippi. Two divi- 
sions of the Anuy of the Tennessee, under Major-Oeneral A. 
J. Smith, were detached to assist ia Banks's Bed Biver expe- 
dition in March, and became permanently separated from 
the army in the field. The rest of it was given rendezvous 
near Huntsville, Ala., and was gradually collected and pre- 
pared for its part in the coming campaign. 
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EAST TEITNBSSER. 

Thb operations of the Army of the Ohio during the 
aatnnm of 1863 have on interest of their own which will jus- 
tify a little further retrospect. General Enmside bad been 
assigned to the command of the Seportmeat of the Ohio in 
the spring, and at his special request two dirisions of the 
Ninth Arm^ Ckirpa, made np of troops which had been with 
h im ever since his expedition against the North Carolina 
ooast, were sent to him from the Potomao. He began also 
the oi^tanization of the Twenty-third Army Corps, made up 
in the main of new reoroits raised in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
and Eentocby. These were collected at camps of iostruc- 
tiott in Kentaoky, with a riew to an early movement into 
East Tennessee. The Holston Yalley and the monntain 
region on either side of it had been the stronghold of 
loyalty to the Union, and had, in consequence, suffered 
severely at the hands of the Confederates. Its leading pub- 
lic men had urgently pressed Mr. Iiincolu to send an anny 
to its relief, and it was ootamonly thought a reproach to the 
Federal Qovemmeut that so large SJid important a region in 
the heart of the South, devoted to the Union, should be left 
to the mercy of the enemy, who was determined to crush 
out its loyal men. The difficulty of sustaining an army 
more than two hundred miles from its base, from which it 
was separated by rugged mountaiue, over which there were 
1' 
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only a few roads, and tiiese scotce better than paok-mnle 
tracks, was follj felt bj all militai; men wlio stadied the 
problem ; but the political leasons for making the attempt 
were imperative, and Bumside prepared for the nndertak- 
ing. It was concerted between him and Bosecrana that 
theit movements shoiild be so timed as to be mntnsUj snp- 
porting, in the hope that the occnpation of Chattanooga 
wonld make it easy to hold East Tenneagee, whilst Bnm- 
side's little armj at KnoiTille would effectuaJly cover the 
left flank of Sosecrans. On June 2d Bumside was ready to 
start from Iieiington, Ky., with his two corps — the Ninth, 
under command of Major-Oeneral John G. Parke, and the 
Twenty-third, under Major-Qeneral George L. Hartsnfil 
He himself left his headquartera at Cincinnati to take per- 
fional charge of the movement, but was met on the 3d by 
orders from Washington to send eight thousand men to 
reinforce General Grant at Vicksbntg. The Ninth Oorpa, 
being the oldest and best organized force in the Depart- 
ment, was sent at once, and the Tennessee movement was of 
course delayed till the newer troops should be strengthened 
and better fitted for their work. The unwelcome delay in 
Bnmside's movement affected Boaeorana's plana of campaign 
also, and it was not till the 16th of Aug^ost that the com- 
bined advance began, Bosecrans marching from Winchester, 
Tenn., and Bumside from Iiexington, Ky. 

Meanwhile the battle of Gettysburg had been foaght, and 
the only formidable invasion of the Northern States had 
been defeated. Vicksburg had fallen, and the Mississippi 
was opened to the Qulf of Mexico. The country was full of 
hopeful excitement, and called loudly on the ofSoers com- 
manding the central columns to do their part in making the 
whole campaign a great anocesa. The story of Bosecrans'a 
movement is fully told in another of these volumes. 
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EAST TBNSESSBE. H 

The Ninth Corps diviBiona had come back fcom Ticks- 
bnrg the mere skeletons of their former strength. Being 
Eastern troops, wholl; nnacclimated to the Western olinute, 
thej snfFered fearfnlly from the malaria of the Tazoo Biver 
and the bajous abont Yicksbnrg, and on their retnm left 
large detachments in every hospital between the captured 
city and Cincinnsti. Their whole camp was a hospital, and 
they were necessarily scattered in garrison encampments 
among the hilla of Kentucky till returning health should 
bring the men back to the ranks. Their retnm, however, 
relieved Enrnside from the need of keeping other troops in 
his rear, and enabled hJTn to gather np his deiAchments of 
the Twenty-third Corps, and make a moving colnnm of 
abont eighteen thousand men of all arms. Dividing these 
into several columns, he sent those on his right, under Gen- 
eral Hartsnff, by way of Tompkinsville, Somerset, and Chit- 
wooda to Montgomery, whilst he led another through Crab 
Orchard, London, Williamsburg, and the east fork of the 
Gamberland Biver to unite with HartsufT at Montgomery, 
whence the whole infantry force moved upon Kingston. 
He thus turned Cumberland Gap, which was held in consid- 
erable force by the enemy, but was obKged to cross the 
mountains by roads which were considered impracticable 
for military purposes. Part of the way his own road lay . 
through the gorge of Kockcastle Eiver, whose perpendicular 
sandetone cliils, towering a thonaand feet above the torrent, 
simulated the fantastic forma of ruined towera and battle- 
ments. The infantry passed the principal range of the 
Cumberland Mountains, by Emory and Winters's Gaps, 
whilst the cavalry crossed fnrther to the north by Big Creek 
Oap and other eq^nally romantic passes and defiles. The 
last-named of these is a fair type of the wild barriers 
through which the little army forced its way. At the prin- 
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cipol asoent of the moitntedii the teAtns of two or thtee gnas 
had to be hitched to a single oaimoii to pull ap to the eam- 
mit, and eren then were aided by aoldi^v at erery wheel ; 
bnt when the sununit was Teoohed, a glorious panorama 
opened to the east The circling moontains made a vaat 
amphitheatre into which Uta head of colnmn looked down, 
whilst direotl; in front, the rocky strata, upheaved till they 
stood vertically on edge, were broken by a gap as regular as 
the proaoemnm of a stage. Thnmgh this dashed the bine 
stream which gives name to the pass, and beyond, the 
beantifnl valley of the Clinch and Holston Bivers was seen, 
backed in the distance by the peaks of the Great Smoky 
Moontaios, whioh here aaenme more picturesque outlines 
than any other monutains of the Allegheny range. 

The march had been a laboriona one, bnt it had been 
made vrithout resistance. The Confederate forces under 
General Buckner retreated sonthward rapidly. The passes 
of the mountains were held, and Bumeide entered Enozviile 
with his infantry on September Sd, amidst the sincere and 
enthnsiastie rejoicings of the people, who decorated their 
houses with the flogs they had carefully concealed against 
the time when the Union should re establish its government 
among them. From Lexington to Knozville is two hundred 
and fifty miles, much of it the roughest mountain road. To 
maorch it in fourteen consecutive days was good work, and 
proved that the regiments of the Twen^-third Corps con- 
tained good cotfres of re-enliated veterans who had quickly 
made reliable troops of the recruits. Its success proved the 
excellence of Bumside's plan. He immediately concen- 
trated forces for the investment ot Cumberland Oap, hur- 
ried in person to the scene, and on the 9th demanded and 
received the surrender of the garrison under Qeneral 
Fttaen, 2,500 in number. The little Army of the Ohio and 
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ita conmumdei had earned and reoeiTed the wanm thanks of 
Oougreas and of the President. 

Bosecnna ooonpied Chattanooga on September 9th, hot 
Bragg had been leinforced by LongBtreet's corps from the 
Aimj of Yii^finiB, and vas preparing to resume the aggree- 
eive. Bnmside had natorally turned his attention fint to 
getting rid of the enemy tmdet Oeaeral Jones, who was 
farther np the ralley, and who would be upon his rear if he 
moved toward Eosecrans. He pushed him back beyond the 
Watauga, some aeventy-five miles from Knoiyille, and burned 
the railroad bridge there. la consequence of ne^ra he re- 
ceived from Boseoron^ he ordered the Ninth Corps on the 
16th to hasten forward &om Kentucky. The battle of 
Chiokamanga occurred on the 19th and 20th, and that dis- 
aster to our arms was followed by peremptory orders from 
Washington for Brnnside to drop eretything and go to 
Boseorans'a relief. He was himself at the Watauga, but 
on the 18th had ordered a concentration of the bulk of hia 
forces at KnoxviUe and at London, which lay about thirty 
miles further toward Chattanooga. Before his troops could 
get beyond these points, Boseorans's position at Chattanooga 
was regarded defensible and the nrgenoy ceased. Some 
weeks passed ; the two divisions of the Ninth Corps, num- 
bering some six thousand effective men, arrived. Qeneral 
Cbant had assnmed command of the military division, Bose- 
crons had been relieved, and Mr. r>ana. Assistant Secretory 
of War, was at Bnmaide's headi^norteis consulting as to 
future plans of action. Suddenly, Longstreet, who had been 
detached by Bragg for the purpose, attacked Bumside's 
advanced post at London, whilst Mr. Dana was still with 
him. In consequence of the information carried by the 
latter. Grant encouraged Bumside's slow withdrawal toward 
Knoxville, leading Longstreet after him. The affair at 
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LondoQ on Norember Uth was a lively one, but iKmgHtreet's 
advance was checked bj a diviBion of the Twentj-third 
Corps under Brigadier-General Jnlins White. Bnmside 
halted again at Campbell's Station on the 16th, vhen he 
again repulsed the Confederate advance in a warm combat. 
On the 18th he retired within his lines at Enoiville, nnder 
cover of a gallant resistance to Longatteet b; Brigadier* 
General Saunders with the rear gnard, though with the loss 
of Sannders himself, who was killed. Lougstreet invested 
the cily, and was now beyond supporting diatance of Bragg, 
^[oinst whom Cb«ut had concentrated port of the Army of 
the Tennessee as well as the Army of the Cumberland. The 
battle of Chattanooga was fought on November 23d and 25th, 
and Grant's victory rendered Longstreet's return to Bragg 
impracticable. Sherman, who had marched from the 
Mississippi to the relief of Thomas, now moved again to the 
relief of Bumside, Longstreet^ learning of his advance, 
made a desperate effort to carry the works at Knoxville by 
storm at daybreak of November 29tli, but suffered a bloody 
repnlse. His troops assaulted Fort Sanndeis with the same 
persistent intrepidity they had shown at Gettysburg and on 
a score of fields in Virginia, but were driven bock from 
the ditch of the earthwork, with a loss of about a thou- 
sand men whilst that of the Union forces was only forty- 
three. On the night of December 4tb, Longetreet raised 
the siege and retired toward the northeast, taking posi- 
tion in the upper valley of the Holston, near Morristown. 
Sherman, who was now within supporting distance of Bum-' 
side, was no longer needed, and leaving the Fourth Corps of 
the Army of the Cumberland under Major-General Gordon 
Granger to assist the Army of the Ohio, he returned to Chat- 
tanooga to oi^^anize still another distant expedition, which 
we have already traced. Bomside had asked to be relieved 



ogle 



BAST TENNESSEE. IB 

of hia flommand on September 10th, as book as the complete 
cccnpation of East Tenuessee was aocompUBhed. His re- 
quest was then refused, but it was now acted apon and he was 
Buooeeded bj Major-Oeneral John G. Foster, who was soon 
compelled to retire on account of his health, and was buc- 
oeeded by General Schofield about the middle of Febroaiy. 
Whilst Longstreet'a movement npoa Knosville had been 
advantageotis to the Union armies by rendering the victory 
at Chattanooga an easier one, it was the canss of a great 
deal of enSering to the little army of the Ohio. It inter- 
rupted the accnmnlation of supplies during the favorable 
weather of the antumn, and when winter set in, the moun- 
tain roads to Kentucky became impassable, and neither 
food nor clothing could be looked for in that direction. 
When the blockade at Chattanooga ceased, and the railroad 
thence to Nashville was repaired, the single line was over- 
bordened, and could not for some time be made to supply 
both armies. The important bridge at Iiondon had been 
bnmed, and though a few Ught-dranght steamboats were 
pushed up to Knoiville, the navigation of the Holston was 
very uncertain, and until the beginning of March the forces 
in East Tennessee aoffered the extremeat want. A consid- 
erable drove of live cattle had been collected at Enoxville 
before the aiege ; but they grew thin for lack of forage. 
The country was stripped bare, and during the month of 
January the cattle that were turned over to the troops for 
beef were so poor they could hardly stand up. It is liter- 
ally true that it was the custom of the commissaries to drive 
the cattle aver a little ditch in the field where they were 
corralled, and those only were killed which could not get 
over, their weakness proving that it would not do to keep 
them longer, whilst the others might still last for future 
use. Indian com was ground up, cobs and all, for bread. 



Bran and shorts were diligentlj hnnted and nsed for tha 
name pnrpose. The oonntrj was sconred for subsistence 
citoiB^ and nothing bat a patriotism eqnal to that of the 
troops made the connti; people patient under their losses 
and priTBtions. The new 7ear opened with a fnrions gale 
and ioy storm, which came as a cyclone from the northwest^ 
redncing tlie temperature sndden^ below zero. The half- 
naked soldiers hovered aronnd their oamp fires, some with- 
out coats, some without pantaloons, soms with tattered 
blankets tied like petticoats about their waists. An officer 
passing among them with words of ^mpathj and encour- 
agement was greeted with the cheerj response, " It's pret^ 
rough. General, but we'll see it through I " Even during that 
feorfnl time cheers were heard ringing out from one and 
another of the regimental camps, indicating that the regi- 
ment bad " veteranized," as it was called when a majority of 
the rank and file had re-enlisted for another three years, or 
during the war. The onl^ inducement the Qovemment 
offered was that those re-enliating should, in their turn, and 
as rapidly as was safe, have a forlough of thirty days at 
home. This Teteran re-enlistment was going on in all the 
aimies among the troops which had been organized in 1861, 
and most be borne in mind as one of the important factors 
in military affitirs for the year. Ite immediate effect was to 
reduce greatly the effective force of the armies in the field, 
but it secnred, a little later, a body of experienced soldiers 
who kept the tide of saocesa moving steadily onward to the 

The military operations in East Tennessee during the 
winter were nnimportont. Xiongatreet remained in canton- 
ments near Uorristown, except for a short time in January, 
when he marched to Dandridge on the French Broad Biver. 
He was met by a counter-moTement of onr forces oudei 
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General Parke, who marched to meet the enemy with hii 
own corps (the Ninth), Oranger'B Fourth Corps, and the 
Twenty-third Corpe, which was temporarily in command of 
Oeneral Cox, HartsofF having been relieved at his own re- 
qaeat. After a slight affiur at Dandridge, the retnm of 
storms of snow and sleet made both parties willing to seek 
their huts again, and tht^ simnltaneons^ withdrew to their 
permanent oampe. Oeneral Orant himself made a visit 
of inapeation and of oonsnltation with General Foster, 
about the let of Jantiatj, but it was plainlj seen that the 
first work to be done was to improve the means of transpor- 
tation and push forward sappUes bj way of Chattanooga. 
This was vigoronsly done, and by the time Sohofield as- 
sumed command, the army was in maoh better case. As 
soon as railway transportation conld be had, that noble 
o^anization, the United States Sanitary Commission, sent 
forward fresh potatoes, pickled cabbage, and other anti- 
Bcorbntio articles of foonl, the full ration was again issued, 
clothing began to arrive, and before the first of March the 

Xiongstreet now withdrew beyond Bull's Gap, and Scho- 
fleld advanced to Morristown. In April it hod become 
evident that the great efforts of the year were to be made in 
'Virginia and in Georgia. Longstreet was recalled by Iiee. 
leaving only a corps of observation in the Upper Holston 
Talley. Schofield occupied Bull's Gap, and just before the 
concentration of Sherman's army for the great campaign, 
destroyed several miles of the railroad beyond the pass and 
began the concentration of the Twenty-third Corps for its 
movement toward Georgia. The Ninth Corps loft East Ten- 
nessee between the 17th and 23d of March, proceeding in 
detachments to Annapolis in Maryland, where it was greatly 
teinforoed, and Bomaide again took command of it in per- 
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son, joining the Axmj of tlie Fotomoo for the memorable 
campaign of 1861. The Fourth Corps returned to Olere- 
hind, Tenn., vhere it reenmed ita place in the Army of the 
Cumberland. From thia time the Armj' of the Ohio otm- 
Bisted onlj of the Twenty -third Corps of iofantrj and artil- 
lery, a corps of cavalry under Mojor-Oeneral George Stone- 
man, and the garriaona and poets in East Tennessee and 
Kentnok^, 
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CHAPTER m. 

THE OPPOSING AMUEa 

Obhzbal Obant vas not left to cany ont hie plan of cam- 
paign for the Army of the West, Before the epring opened 
Congress had created the grade of laentenant-Oeneral, which 
was conferred npon him, and he was called to Washington to 
assume the direction of all the aimies of the United States. 
In accordance with his desire, the President assigned Sher- 
man to the command of the Klilifarj Division of the Missis- 
sippi, left vacant bj his promotion, and the two generals met 
in Nashville on March 17th to consult as to the immediate 
steps to be taken. The general purpose was already marked 
ont bj the preliminary movements which have been de- 
scribed, and the Confederate army, under Johnston, now 
lying near Dalton, was the object at which all efforts must 
be aimed. Some days before, Sherman, with prophetic en- 
thusiasm, had written to his commander of his confidence in 
the future of the National armies under Grant's direction, 
and saying, "From the west, when oar task is done, we will 
make short work of Charleston and Bichmond, and the im- 
poverished coast of the Atlantic." The public sentiment of 
the conntry and of the army concurred with the President 
in approving Orant'e indication of hie successor, and from 
this day to the close of the war the confidence of his army 
in Sherman and its personal attachment to him never m- 
veied, but only grew stronger from month to month. Hia 
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ootmgfi and activity had been abimduitlj proron, bnt hia 
oapacit; for the independent command of a lai^ armj waa 
to be tested. Win nerrons and reetless temperament, with a 
tenden<7 to initability, might hare raised a donbt vhethei 
he wonld be socoeBsfo] in gniding and directing men of the 
oapacitjr of his principal Babordinates ; bnt experience 
showed that he had the rare IsusnUy of becoming more eqoo- 
ble nnder great responsibilities and in scenee of great ex- 
citement. At snoh times his eocentrioities disappeared, his 
grasp of the situation was firm and clear, his jndgment was 
oool and baaed npon sound military theory as well as npon 
gniok practical judgment, and no momentaiy complication 
or unexpected event oould move him from the purposes he 
bad based on full previous stud; of contingencies. His 
mind seemed never so clear, his confldenoe never bo strong, 
his spirit never so inspiring, and his temper never so amia- 
ble as in the crisis of some fleioe struggle like that of the 
day when HcFherson fell in front of Atlanta. 

On March 16th Sherman issued his orders assuming 
oommand of the Militoiy Division, and itajor-General James 
B. McFherson succeeded him in conmuuid of the Depart- 
ment and Army of the Tennessee. McFherson had nnder 
his immediate command but two corps, which were, at 
the beginning of May, scattered by divisions along the 
railroad from Nashville to Hnntsville, and thence to Ste- 
venson. Of these the Fifteenth consisted of three divi- 
sions, and was commanded by Major-Oeneral John A. 
XiOgan, and the Sixteenth, which had but two divisions, 
was commanded by Brigadier-General <h«nville M Dodge. 
Xhe difficulty which had been found in supplying Thomas's 
and Sohofleld'ff troops by the single line of railroad from 
Nashville, mifda'prompt attention to the question of trans- 
portation neoessaiy. The plan adopted has alrea^ been r»- 



ferred to. The three army oommimdera weie pnt nptni an 
equal footing as to the right to make reqaiBition for atorea 
and transportation, bttt the control of the railwaje and men' 
agement of the trains was held Btrictlj in hand b; the Oen- 
eral-in-Ghief, and his orders issued through his Muter of 
Transportation at Nashville vere absolute. All trafBo over the 
lines hy private citizens was forbidden, as vas private travel 
also. Mo one oould travel by rail except by permission spe- 
cially given or under army orderB. Troopa en route were 
directed to march, unless in cases of exigency theyvere 
ordered forward by rail- In short, the railwaj tnixts were 
strictly devoted to the cairpng of army supplies, and evei; 
hundred weight the engines could draw was to be made im- 
mediate^ useful to the army. It was estimated that thirteen 
hundred tons per day must be forwarded to keep the army 
supplied and accumuUte such stores as would be needed in 
case of temporajy intermption of communications by acci- 
dent or by the euemy's cavalty. The rolling stock and ma- 
diineiy under army control were not sufficient for this, even 
when posts within a radina of thirty miles from Naahville 
were ordered to be supplied by wagons, and beef cattle for 
the army were driven on foot to the front. Sherman then 
ordered the oars and engines of other railroads coming into 
Nashville to be held and used for army purposes, and in this 
way the means of supplying the army were finally secured. 

Such vigorous measures were not adopted without oppo- 
sition, and it seemed to the inhabitants of Tennessee im- 
possible to live under such restrictions; but the militaty 
necessity was satisfactorily shown to the Government at 
Washii^^ton, and the Conunouding General was not interfered 
with. New channels of communication were found practi- 
cable by citizen traders, and when the army was in poBBeasian 
of a surplus the rules were judiciously relaxed, so that little 
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actual snffering waa occasioned. The anfScient answer to all 
oomplainta vas, that it was the onlj sTstcm under which a 
forward movement of the armj would be possible. 

The flold transportation of the army was also regulated. 
Each regiment on the march was allowed one wagon and 
one ambiilaJic«, and to the company officers of eaoh company 
"was assigned a pack-mole in common for carrying theii 
mesB-kit and penonal b^gage. A similar rednctioa to the 
Tninimnin reached through brigade, division, and corps 
headquarters, and the impediTnenla were eveiywhere as small 
aa waa consistent with the performance of the necessary offi- 
cial work of an army organization. The greater part of all 
clerical dutf waa performed at offices in the rear, to which 
the field reports of varions kinds were sent for record and 
for proper tninamisaion, only the abaolntel;^ necessary work 
being done in the field. The army waa thus stripped for 
its work, and its commander went even beyond what waa 
necessary in setting an example of contempt for personal 
comfort and convenience, and of the subordination of evei; 
other oouBideration to the single purpose of muting mobility 
with strength is the great army. 

The plan of campaign which Orant adopted for the year 
was a simple one, and one naturally growing ont of the posi- 
tions of the Confederate armies. The Lientenant-Oeneral 
took apou himself the task of pressing Lee back upon 
Bichmond, nnleas he wonld accept a decisive battle in the 
open field. Sherman wu to do the same with Johnston's 
army, for which Atlanta, as a railiray centre, had similar im- 
portance to that which the capital of Virginia had for Lee. 
Banks was expected to collect im army of 25,000 men in his 
Department, and move from New Orleans on Mobile, and, 
ahonld he take it, operate thence as auxiliary to Sherman. 
The beginning of Uay was fixed upon for the general open* 
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ing of the oamp^gn, and each of the ttuee oolnmns wna ex- 
peoted to keep the enemy in its front bo foil; employed that 
reinfoioements from one to the other of the Oonfedeiate 
anniea would beimpractieftble. Tlie vetenm re-enlistments 
reduced the strength of the National f oioes at the ontset, by 
reason of the month's fnrlongh given to those who renewed 
their term of servioe ; bat it gave assnianoe of increased 
and more raloable disciplined strength later in the cam- 
paign, and even from the beginning gave ns a oonsideTably 
larger force than our opponents in each of the moving ool- 
nmns. The days for brilliant detached campaigns, snch as 
Jackson had made is Tirginia, were over. Lee, as well as 
Johnston, settled down to patient defensive operations be- 
hind carefully constracted earthworks, watching for some 
slip in the strategy of the Federal commanders which 
might give hope of snooess to aggressive retom blows by 
their smaller forc«s. 

Sherman visitod his subordinate army commanders, in- 
formed them of his purposes, directed the oonoeutration of 
the Armies of the Tennessee and Ohio near the respective 
flanks of the Army of tlie Comberland, and fixed the 6th of 
Uay for a general forward movement His first plan had 
been to make Dalton the point for concentration of his three 
oolnmns ; bnt the foct that MoPherson was unable to con- 
centrate over two-llurds of the Army of the Tennessee, by 
reason of the absence of the divisions which were with 
Banks and the large nnmber of fnrlonghed veterans, was 
the primary reason for o^ianging his orders. The change 
was in accord with sound military maxims, for Johnston 
held very strong positions some miles in front of Dalton, 
and the Army of the Ohio would have been in a dangerously 
exposed position had it marched upon that place whilst the 
enemy still held Itockj Face and Mill Greek Gap. 
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On the 4th of M^, Sohofield, morehing out of East Ten> 
nesaee hj waj of Cleveland and the old Federal road, had 
crossed the Oeo^ia line and reached Bed day, passing by 
part of the Fonrth Corps, vrhich. immediately took up its 
march and moved to Oatoosa Springs, whilst the rest of the 
Armj of the Cumberland advanced to tLe immediate neigh- 
borhood of Binggold, and the Armj of the Tennessee eame 
close upon their right at Lee & Gordon's Uilla. Sherman 
himself was at the centre with Thomas, and the whole army 
was well in hand, the extreme distance from UePberoon to 
Schofield being abont sixteen miles, in a line nearly at ri^^t 
angles to the road from Chattanooga to Dalton, Thomas, 
whose f<a:oe was nearly eqoal to Johnston's, being somewhat 
advanced beyond the wings. 

Sherman entered the campaign with an efTective force of 
nearly 100,000 men and 264 gnns. Of these the Army of the 
Gomberland had 60,000 men and 130 gnus, the Army of 
the Tennessee 26,000 men and 96 gnns, and the Army of the 
Ohio 14,000 men and 28 gnns. 

The popolar tendency to clamor against an onsnccesafnl 
general was quite as strong in the Sonthem States as else- 
where, and Bragg had been relieved in obedience to it after 
the battle of Chattanooga. He was still strong in the confi- 
dence of Jefferson Davis, and was called to Bichmond, where 
he performed the dntiee of chief-of-staff to the Confederate 
President. General Joseph E. Johnston was assigned to the 
command of the army at Dalton, bnt did not have the full 
confidence of Mj. Davis, who nominated him rather beoanse 
public opinion pointed him ont as the officer most fit for the 
command, tban because of his own preference. The es- 
trangement between them dated from the first campaign of 
the war, when Johnston liad not taken Mr. Davis as fully 
into his military confidence as the latter expected, and had 
IX— 8 



probably hurt the BeU-esteem o( the Confederate President 
in a point on which he was nnderatood to be tender— his 
jndgment and ability in militaiy matters. 

The effect of these relations is plsinlj seen thronghout 
the campaign. A game of cross poiposes began from Ute 
first. In Jannaiy, Johnston was nrged to asaame the aggres- 
sive, but he somewhat tartly replied by demanding the re- 
inforcements in men and material which he oonsideted 
necessary. The correspondence with Bragg, as the mouth- 
piece of Mr. Davis, ooatiiined thtongh the winter, each try- 
ing to put the other in the wrong. Johnston showed that 
the army was no fitter for the initiative than when Bragg 
was relieved, and the latter endeavored to show a much 
more favorable condition of things. Early in March rein- 
forcements, which wonld raise his army to 76,000 effective 
men, were offered him on condition of a forward movement. 
He eager^ urged that the increase be given him at once, 
but indicated that it was wise to await the advance of Sher- 
man, lepnlse him, and then asaame a vigorous aggressive. 
No doubt his army needed rest and recapeiation nearly sa 
much as the Union forces, and the season of bad roads and 
wintry weather was profitably employed iu bettering the 
condition of artillery and train animals, disciplining and 
drilling the troops and collecting supplies. At ai^ rate, the 
season passed in a tilt at letter-writing between Bragg and 
Johnston, and no reinforcements were sent him till Ger- 
man's advance in force compelled it. 

Johnston was an officer who, by the common consent ot 
the military men of both aides, was reckoned second only 
to Lee, if second, in the qualities which fit an officer for the 
responsibility of great commands. Hjs military experience 
and knowledge were large, his mind eminently systematic, 
his jndgment sound, his oonrage imperturbable. 'Se was 



D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



THE opposmc ARSnEa 27 

not songnme in temperament, and therefore was liable to 
look in sndaoitf. Inclined by nature to a Fabian policy, it 
was a settled oonTiction with him that in the esisting condi- 
tion ot the Confederacy each a policy ehoold be imposed on 
the most andacions, nnless a great bltmderon the other aide 
should reveal an opportunity for a decisive advantage. The 
reaolts which followed a change of policy later in the cam- 
paign go far to jnatify him in his judgment. B^ht or wrong, 
he deliberately adopted a plan of carefully intrenched 
lines, one succeeding the other, as he might be compelled to 
retire. He practised a lynx-eyed watchfulness of his adver- 
sary, tempting him constantly to assault his intrenchments, 
holding his fortified positjons to the last moment, but choos- 
ii^ that last moment so well as to save nearly every gun and 
wagon in the final withdrawal, and always presenting a 
front covered by such defences that one man in the line was, 
by all Honnd military mles, equal to three or fonr in the 
attack. In this way he constantly neutralised the superior- 
ity of force his opponent wielded, and made his campaign 
from Dolton to the Chattahoochee a model of defensive 
warfare. It is Sherman's glory that, with a totally dif- 
ferent temperament, he accepted his adversoiy's gome, and 
played it with a skill that was finally snccessfnl, as we shall 

It is difficult to determine satisfactorily what was the ex- 
act strength of Johnston's army as compared with Sherman's 
at the opening of the campaign. The Confederate armies 
never made use of so complete a system of reports as were 
used among us. Their poverty imposed upon them both the 
disadvantages and the advantages of an absence of the elab- 
orate bureau organization which we employed. Their field 
reports of effective strength were almost the only ones upon 
which their generals relied, and these did not show the 
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wbole number of men present and &t for Aatj, but tbe ao> 
tual nnmber of mnskete in line after dednetii^ oil the 
slightlj sick, tlie men on spedal dutj of ereij sort, and all 
offlcoTB and detachments. 

This is illnetrated bj Johnston's statement in a letter to 
Mr. Davis on Jannarj 2, 18Gi, that the reports and retnms 
for December 20th showed his "efTeotive total of the armj 
(infantry and artillery) " to be " not qnite thirty-aix tbon- 
sand ; tlie nnmber present about forty-three thousand ; that 
present and absent abont serent^^even thonsand." In com- 
parison with the reports of the National forces the nnmber 
present affords the best parallel computation, and it vill 
nanally be found, as in the example given, to be aboat 
twenty per cent, more than their reports of effectives. In 
commenting upon the expectations of his Government, 
Jobnatoa complains that they expected him to open the 
campaign a^ressively with sixteen thonsand less men than 
had been named in the proposal in March. That nnmber 
was 75,000, and would seem to show that he reckoned his 
force about sixty thonsand men when Sherman moved upon 
DaltononK&iy 5th, and before Folk's corps joined him. The 
Biohmond administration gave the same figures. Add to 
this the statement of General Hood, that the Oonfedetste 
force was 75,000 men in the early part of the campaign, and 
it is fairly proven that the iijWO which Johnston gives as 
his effective force at Dalton on May 1st, is considerably be- 
low the number present, as osnally computed, and that 
the additions to his command made soon afterward, wonld 
bring it nearly or qnite to the figores named by the Con- 
federate General Hood. The chief interest in the question 
is in its beoring on the statements of " effective " force on 
the one aide, and the "present for dnlj" on the other, 
as they appear in the reports of commanding officers of 
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the opposing foroes and in the onrrent histories of the 

Johnston's position at Saltoa was not originally selected 
bj himself for Biagg had gathered his defeated forces there 
at the beginning of the winter. Bnt the new commander 
had strengthened the position bj fortifications, and pre- 
pared it with snoh skill to resist an attack in front that it 
was practically impregnable. The key to the topography of 
North Oeorgia is the genend trend of the great All^heny 
range of monntaine, which determines the eastern shore of 
the contineat and forma the backbone of the Atlantic States 
from Yermoat to the region we are considering. The 
general direction of the monntains ia northeast and south- 
west. In the valley between the Cnmberland and Great 
Bmoky ranges lie the Holston and Clinch Bivers, which, 
uniting to form the Tennessee, then torn to the west at 
Chattanooga, rounding the southern spurs of the Cumber- 
land Mountains. The more eastern ranges continue further 
south, one after another losing its character as a ridge, tiU 
Eennesaw, Pine Mountain, and Lost Mountain, near Mari- 
etta, with Stone Mountain, near Atlanta, stand out as iso- 
lated highlands in the midst of the broken but not quite 
mountainous country which ia intermediate between the 
mountains proper and the sandy plains of the Gulf coast. 
Going south from Chattanooga a number of narrow parallel 
valleys are drained by branches of Chickamauga Creek, which 
enters the Tennessee just east of the town, and which heads 
nearly vest of Dalton about twenty miles from its mouth. 
The eastern barrier of this basin is Bocky Face Bidge, a con- 
tinuous wall of quartz rook with precipitous faces, flanked 
on the west by a subordinate ridge, through which, at Tunnel 
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Hill, tbe nitway pieroes and rons Bontlieaaterlir throngli ■ 
gorge in Bookj Face known as Mill Creek Qap, the towering 
sides of which are called the Buzzard's Boost. Mill Creek 
winds sontheasterlj fire or six miles after passing the g^t 
and flows into a branch of tlie Connasangs Biver, a trilmtaiy 
of the Oostonanla. Dalton lies about a mile sonth of Mill 
Creek; through it, and apon the same side of the Conns- 
Banga, the railway passes, Tilton and Besaca being the 
neighboring villages and stations, the latter at the crossing 
of the Oostananla, and about twelve or fonrteen miles from 
Dalton. Booky Face extends some three miles north of Mill 
Greek Oap, or a little farther than Tunnel Hill, where it 
breaks into separate hills. On the east, Dalton was not 
covered by any similar natural defence, though the line of 
Mill Creek and the river could easily have been made strong 
if Sherman had shown any serious intent to advance on tbftt 
side. The transportation question, however, was a great 
obstacle to such a plan, for it required the full capacity of 
his railway line to keep the army supplied, and the iaiei- 
ruption of communications, even for a few days, was not to be 
considered, except in emergencies. To niake Cleveland his 
base, would be to open the way for Johnston into Middle 
Tennessee and tempt him to transfer the war into that 
region, by a movement with his whole force similar to that 
whiah Hood made later in the year. He would have been, 
from the begiiming of such a movement, between Shemuua 
and his line of supplies in the lower Tennessee Valley. 
Johnston rightly judged, therefore, that he must expect his 
opponent along the line of the railway, and his defences 
were prepared accordingly. Mill Greek was dammed so as 
to make a deep wet ditch in a part of his front, and intrench- 
menta made in the Gap connected with the crests of Bocky 
Fooe both north and aonth. Near the northern extremity of 
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this ridge, and about foor miles from Dalton, on east and 
west line of earthworks on a very Btrong position comiected 
Itockj Face with the high gionnd commanding the East Ten- 
nessee Railway, and the line then tnmed soathwatd and 
made a nearly continnons chain of defences east of the town. 
In front, therefore, and on either flank for miles to the rear, 
Dalton was so strong as to be safe from a coup de main; too 
strong, indeed, to make it probable that the Federal com- 
mander wonld serionslf attack the works, if caation counted 
for anything in his character. Bnt Sherman was reckoned 
impnlsiTe and enterprising, and Johnston had hopes that he 
might dash his army npon these foTmidaible barrierB and 
give the chance for a destmctive oonnter-blow when weakened 
and perhaps disorganized by an nnsncceBsfnl aasanlt. 

Before the opening of the campaign, Thomas had called 
Sherman's attention to Snake Greek Gap as a ronte by 
which Besaca or Oalhonn coold be reached, and the position 
at Dalton be tamed. He had offered to lead the Army of the 
Cumberland by this defile, whilst the Armies of the Tennes- 
see and Ohio occupied Johnston in front. The positions of 
his forces, and the desire to have the greater strength of the 
Army of the Cnmberlaod at the centre and covering his 
own base, made Sherman modi^ whilst he accepted the 
plan. He determined to send McPherson with his two 
corps against Besaca, whilst he pressed Johnston in front 
with the superior force, ready to follow him np the moment 
he let go of Dalton, and before he could aerionsly damage 
McPherson. 

It is nuoertain whether Johnston believed Smike Creek 
Gap to be a practicable ronte for a large column. It is 
bard to realize now how little aacnrate knowledge either 
party had of the topography of the conutry. Maps worthy 
the name there were none, and the Confederate staff seraia 



to Imve been gieatl; inferics to tbat of the United States 
Army in working np sDoh material as they hod. The t»oi 
that the route MoPlierson followed was almost entirely im- 
gnarded gives strong snpport to the opinion, which was the 
common one in Sherman's oimj at the time, that Johnston 
rested secnrely in the belief that his position oonld only be 
tamed hj a mnch longer detonr, and one inTohing many 
more ctmtingenoies for his opponent. 

Before extending onx examination of the topography, let 
us retnm to the militaiy moTements of the Tth of Uay and 
the week following. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
THB LIKBS BBFORH DAI/FON. 

Ok Saturday, JSaj 7tli, under orders from Slierman, 
Xhomas advanced the Fonrteentli Corps (M^or-General 
John M. Palmer] from Binggold npoQ Tiuuiel Hill, the 
Fourth GoTpa (Major-Qeneral 0. O. Howar^ tKmi Catoosa 
Bprings to Dr. Xjee's house on the Tnime] Hill road, vhere 
it would be in support of Folmer, and the Twentieth Corps 
(Ibjor-Oeneral Joseph Hooker) from Iiee & Gordon's 
Mills sontheasterlj into Dog^wood Tollej at and above 
Triobnm, where it would be about tliree miles nearlj dne 
Boath from the oontre at Tunnel HJIL 

At the same time Sohofleld moved the Twentj-third 
Corps from Bed Clay southwest, his leading division 
(Cox's) to Dr. Iiee's, where it was close upon the Fourth 
Corps, and the rest extending toward Catoosa Springs, 
McCook's division of cavaliy ooveriug Vamell Station and 
the East Tennessee Bailway. 

Mcpherson, with the Army of tlie Tennessee diverging 
from Hooker's line of march, moved toward Ship Qap and 
Yillanow, under orders to be near the Oap on the 7th, and 
the following day to proceed via Villonow and Snake Creek 
Oap, and place himself npon the railroad in Johnston's rear. 

These movements concentrated the army on a mnch 
shorter line than before, and swnng the right centre 
(Hooker] oloao to Eoct^ Face ridge south of Mill Creek Oap, 
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vhere he corated the road leading to TiUanow. The; wen 
made with no serions resiataooe, except that at Tnimel Hill 
the enemj'a oaraliy preeeDted a pretty flim fnmt, and de- 
layed Falmet's advance long enough for the deplojrment of 
part of Howard's oorpe on their flank, when they epeedilf 
retired within the gap. 

On the 8th the conoentric moTements continned. Hatker'a 
brigade of Newton's dinsioii, Fourth Corps, aoaled the north 
end of Booky Face and moved southward along the crest. 
The advance was led hj Colonel OpdTcke, 126th Ohio, who 
drove bock the enemj'a ontpoefa and skirmisheis till the 
Confedentes were found in force upon a very strong posi- 
tion oroBsing the ridge at a place where it rooe rapidlj in 
front of Newton's men, an abrupt and rugged rocky barrier, 
about a mile and a half n<nth of the signal station at Buz- 
zard's Boost, above Mill Creek Oap. The ridge was so nu^ 
row that no depliqrment oonld be made, sometimes scarce a 
dozen men having room to stand abreast. The progress was 
therefore t«diotis, and numbers gave little or no advantage. 
The rest of the Fonrth Corps troops connected with Newton 
as well as the ground would admit, forming a diagonal line 
from the valley on the west up to the Bommits which New- 
tcai held. At the centre, Wood's division of the Fourth, 
Davis's of the Foorte^ith ondBntterfield's of the Twentieth 
Corps pushed back the enemy into the mouth of the Oap. 
About two miles farther to the south, Geary's divisi<m of the 
Twentieth Corps made a strong effort to carry the Bommit 
of Bocky Face at Dug Oap,' but were foiled by the same 
physical difficulties which baffled all other attempts along 
this palisaded ridge. The skiimishera advanced, scrambling 

1 Vm Home eTTomoml^ d«HrllKi thU n 
Konntaln ■' MpuUad bom Booky Ftce bj 
01uit<oagiit& IfoimtAlD. th« " rld^ roimlD 
Qtmrs'n nport dsKribei hli cnmlng XHl Cnek (which hen nun Birlh) baton 
d? IiiDiI Bldgi^'' or Hookj Pace Bt Dut Oap. 
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Ofeae the tocks and tbrongh the nndergiovth, till aitetiij 
blown and nearly exhatisted they fonud themselves facing a 
perpendicnlar vail vith onlj clefts and oreTices leading np 
thiongh it, the narroir roadway which had been their gnide 
being strongly held by the enemy and intrenched. A gal- 
lant effort was made to reach the crest, bnt the smaller 
force of C(mfederatea was led by Cbneral Hardee in person, 
and held their natoial fortress. 

Ueanwhile the Armies of the Ohio and Tennessee were 
also moving forward. Schofield's left division (Cox) moved 
a mile eastward to Eincannon Gross Beads, with one brigade 
It mile hrther to the south. His right (Judah) connected 
with Newton at the north spnr of Bocky Face, and the 
centre (Hovey) completed the line, covering the roads from 
Dalton direct to Vamell Station, whilst the cavalry division 
of McOook watched the flank further to the east. 

McPherson, following his orders, pushed forward to Vil- 
lanow, and on the next day, the 9th, marched through 
Snake Oreek Oap. At two in the afternoon he was close 
upon Besaca, and Bherman was fall of hope that be wonld 
be able to place himaeU astride of the railway in Johnston's 
rear. He was accompanied by Eilpatrick's cavaby division. 

Snake Oreek is an insignificant brannh of the Oostauanla, 
running southward between high and mgged ridges, which, 
on the east, are nearly continnons with Bocky Face, and are 
known by the general name of Chattoogata Monutaius. On 
tiie west the parallel range is called Horn Mountain. A 
watershed half-way from Tunnel Hill to the Oostaaaola 
separates the sources of Mill Creek from those of Snake 
Oreek, and this divide is properly the gap. The whole 
pass, however, is known by this name, and is a wild and 
picturesque defile, five or six miles long. Hardly a cabin 
was to be seen is its whole length. The road was only such 



A track Bs oonntiy wagons had vom in the bed of the streui 
or along the foot of the mountain. The forest shnt it in, 
and only for a little while at midday did the stm entet it 
Near its sonthem extremity, at Sngar Valley P. O., it 
reached the more open connby bordering the river, which 
here rnna for a little way nearly weat, and roads branch off 
to Besaoa eastward, and southward to Oalhonn, tnming the 
Bontb end of the precipitons ridges which guard Dalton on 
the west. Beeaoa itself stands in the elbow at the junction 
of the Connasanga with the Oostananla, and on the north 
bank of the latter stream. Gamp Creek, another small 
stream, flows into the river just west of the village, and the 
high plateaa bordering it and the mora ragged hills be- 
tween it and the Connasanga a little further north, made it 
a very strong place for the intrenched camp which the Con- 
federate commander had prepared thera. It was held by 
two brigades nnder Qeneral Canty,' and snch a force conld 
eaaily defend it against a very strong column. It was a 
well-fortifled post, suitable for a safe depdt of supplies; 
but it is improbable that Johnston regarded it as a posi- 
ti<m for his whole army. 

UcFherson passed the defile without oppoeition, and 
pushed his advance close to the fortifications about the 
post. His reconnoisBanoe satisfied him that he conld not 
cany the works by assault, or that it was at least not worth 
the cost in lives which it would involve. He had no accn- 
late knowledge of the topography or of roads by which he 
could turn tbe position and reach the railroad farther north. 
Neither could he tell to what extent Johnston had already 
detaobed portions of his command to resist him. He there* 
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lore adopted ttie prudent oounie of retiring to a strong posi- 
tion at the aoathem mouth of the gap, where he made sure 
of keeping the waj open for the whole army, and reported 
the situation to his superior. Sherman was disappointed in 
this, and when thej met, told McPherson that he had lost a 
great opportnnity ; but he carefnllj spared the feelings of 
his subordinate, with whom his friendship was most intir 
mate, and he applied his energies at once to making the 
most of the actual situation. 

I>nring Mondaj, the 9th, Thomas and Bchofield pressed 
Johnston's front at all points. The divisions of Hooker's, 
Palmer's, and Howard's corps in front of Buzzard's roost 
were all engaged, and whilst there was no combined and de- 
termined assault of the Confederate lines in form, the attack 
\ras kept np with well-supported skirmish lines, and Sher- 
man's pnrpose of keeping his opponent folly oconpied was 
well carried out. On the north crest of Bocky Face, Hark- 
er's brigade of Newton's division made the moat serious 
effort of the day, and became committed to an attack 
which tallj tested the possibility of pushing the enemy 
away from his stronghold on that snnunit at Buzzard's 
Boost. The brigade was supported by the rest of the divi- 
sion as well as by Judah's division of the Army of the Ohio. 
Meanwhile Schofield advanced Cox's and Hovey's divisions 
along a lower parallel ridge on the east, nearly two miles, 
till they came upon the fortifications extending across the 
valleys north of Dalton already described. The works were 
foimd to be very strong, and the enemy was not tempted to 
leave them. Sohofield's troops were due east from the 
crest where Horker was fighting, and from there the view 
of the combat above was an exciting ona The line of blue 
coats conld be seen among the rocks, neatly at right angles 



with the line of the ridge, the laen at the (op in sithoueitt 
against the sky, close up to the Confederate trenches, where 
their charges were met with a line of fire before which tlie; 
recoiled only to renew the effort, till it became apparent 
even to the most daring that it was naelese to lead men 
against snoh barriers. The orders were not to waste life in 
seriotis assault upon intrenchments, bat the zeal of the 
troops and subordinate commanders tamed the intended 
skirmish into something very like a ranged battle, and the 
Confederate reports state that five separate and regular 
assaults were made upon their lines. 

Johnston's disposition of his troops was such as was natn- 
lally indicated by the contour of the ground. He lebed 
upon the inaccessible palisades of Bocky Face to defend his 
left rear, and hadBeynolds'sArkansaa and Qranberry's Texan 
brigades and Grigsby's brigade of dismounted Kentucky 
Cavalry holding Dug Gap and the ridge adjacent. Bate's 
diyision was on the left of the stream in MUl Creek Gap 
under Bozzard's Boost, Stewari,'a on the right of it, Cheat- 
ham's continued Stewart's lines about a mile along the crest 
to the commanding point attacked by Harkei, thence turn- 
ing down the mountain to the esst come in snccession Ste- 
venson's, Hindman's, and Cleburne's divisions, crossing 
Crow Valley and holding the works in front of Schofield's 
Twenty-third Corps, Walker's division waa in reserve near 
the angle of the Confederate line. Lieutenant-Generol 
Hardee commanded the left wing, and Lieutenant-General 
Hood the right. Wheeler's cavalry covered Johnston's right, 
and during the day MoCook, whose division of horse was 
near Tamell's Station, had a lively affair with him. La- 
Orange's brigade attacked and drove Wheeler back some 
distance to a >""n defended by artillery, known as Poplar 
Place. Here the enemy resumed the aggressive with supe- 
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rior force, Itaviitg two brigades of infimb? as well aa the 
cavalrf, and lACtrange was routed and himself captnred. 
In this atbir the loss in caanaltiea and prisonen was abont 
a hundred and fifty on either aide. 

Daring the night the National anny tested on its arms, 
the ttoopa on the monntain Bides and creaU in line of bat- 
tle. Best it conld hardly be called, for the sniface of the 
ground was a mass of broken qtiartz rock, the sharp edges 
and angles of which had not yielded to weathering, and the 
bivonao was a rough one. 

The lOth, the demonatrationa were continued along the 
line, bat with lesa rigor. Johnstcoi was now aware of Mc- 
Fherson's preaenoe in Bnake Creek Oap, and during the 
night bad sent Hood with Walker's, Hindman's, and Cle- 
burne's divisions toward Besaca. The Richmond Oovem- 
ment was also awoke to his neoeasities, and Folk's corps was 
on the way to him. On getting news that McPherson was 
not pleasing an attack upon Besaca but had taken position 
at the month of the Oap, Hood was recalled with Hindman's 
dirision, learing Clebnme and Walker near Tilton, covering 
the Borne and Besaca roads. Lieutenant-Geneial Folk with 
bis advanced division (Loring's} reached Besaca on the 11th 
and was authorized by Johnston to call Cleburne and Walker 
to him in case of need. 

During the lOth Sherman became aware that it would 
not now be practicable for UcPherson to reach the raUroad 
in view of Johnston's new disposition of bis forces, and that 
the latter was not yet ready to let go of Dalton. He directed 
McFberson to strengthen bia position, and intimated his 
wish not to have Johnston hurried in leaving Dalton 
for a couple of days, till his own arrangements for the 
larger movement should be complete. Schofield was 
swung back, marching to the rear in line, till bis com- 



mand prolonged the line of the Fourth Oorpe on the ridge 
of Bockj Fftoe, with his front to the east. Williimu's diri- 
BioQ of Hooker's corps adrBiiced to the support of HcPherson 
on the Yillanow and BnaJce Ci«ek road, and ttie rest of that 
corps was ordered to follow. The movement of the whole 
armj by that flank was only awaiting the arrival nearer the 
front of Uqor-Oenenl Stoneman with the cavalry of the 
Aimy of the Ohio, which had been refitting, and which was 
expected to cover the Chattanooga and Cleveland roads. 

On the 11th orders were issued for a general movement on 
the next day at daybreak : Howard's (Fourth) corps to re- 
main in position, Stoneman's oavaliy to take the place of 
Schofield's Twenty-third Corps, and the rest of the armies 
of the Cnmberland and Ohio to follow the movement by the 
right flank through Snake Creek Gap. In the afternoon of 
the lltb, Johnston being anxions to leam whether the Na- 
tional army woa in motion, made a reconnoissanoein force d 
Wheeler's cavaby supported by Hindman's division against 
Schofield's lefL The enemy were resisted by the oavaltjr 
nnder Btonemen, and did not reach the infantry lines, whioh, 
though colled to arms, were not engaged. Johnston was in- 
duced by &lse reports from scouts and country people to 
believe that Btoneman burned many wagons of the ttain. 
The afiair was an unimportant one, though causing some 
Bcoree of casualties on either side. 

By sunrise next morning, Thomas, with the Foari>eenth 
Ooips {Palmer's), was in motion, closely followed by Scho- 
field, and dnring the day the whole army, except Howard's 
oorps and Stoneman'e cavalry, was concentrated near Mo- 
Fherson's position at the rfedoucfte of the Gap looking toward 
Besaca. The troops had ten days' rations, of vhich three were 
cooked and in haversacks, all ba^age was at the rear neaz 
Binggold, no tents were allowed even to general offioeta. 



D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



THB LINES BEFORE DALTON. a 

The deep TaUejs and forests vest of Bocly Face had per* 
feotlf oorered the movement, and it was made vitboat the 
slighteat interraption from the enemj. Johnston learned 
from Polk at Besaoa of the gathering foicea in front of that 
place on the 12th, evacuated Balton dnting the night, and 
ooQcentnted his command in front of Sherman. He took 
hia position nndei cover of the resiatonoe made by Loiing's 
division of Folk's corps to the advance of McPheison's col- 
nmn. His rear waa covered b^ his cavalry which Howard 
followed on the morning of the 13th, passing throogh Dalton 
at nine o'clock and capturing a considerable number of 
prisoners as he advanced. Wheeler was supported hj infan- 
b? at Tilton, and hj this means was able to delay Howard 
near that point till night. 

The first important step in the campaign had been snc- 
oessfiillj taken, and the enemy had been compelled to evac- 
uate the impregnable Unee about Dalton, with but trifling 
loss on Sherman's part. Johnston had been disappointed in 
his hope of making a heavy return blow upon hia opponent. 
The prestige of a fortunate initiativB was with the National 
commander. 



Thx sketch already given of Besaca vill make it ea^ to 
nmdeiataad tlie jKnition wHob Johnston took aboat the 
place. Polk's corps, which vaa already on the ground and 
facing UcPheison, natoiallj became the left of his line, 
with his left flank leating on the Oostananla. Next to him 
was placed Hardee's corps, extending the line northward, 
and Hood's corps, bending to the east, reached the Oonna- 
sanga Biver with his right flank. The Tslley of Camp Creek 
was in front of his centre for a distance of two miles or mora 
nearlj north and aonth. Folk had part of his troops on the 
west bank of the creek near its month, because the hi^ 
hills which he thna occnpied covered and protected the 
railroad bridge at Besaca. This advanced position also en- 
filaded the npper part of Camp Creek and served as a bas- 
tion for the line of works along the east bank of the atieajn. 
Further north the Confederate line left the creek and fol- 
lowed the line of high wooded hills facing to the north. 

Sherman bronght his trains into Snake Creek Gap, Oar- 
rard's cavalry picketing the roads to the rear. Schofield left 
one division (Hovey's) at the month of the Gap, one brigade 
of it being stationed near the re^ of the parked trains, 
abont five miles sontbeast of Villanow. During the daj tha 
Armj of the Tennessee was advanced to cover the movement 
of tite rest of the forces, Logan's corps being deployed and 
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sapported by Teatcti's diviaion of Dodge's. L<^;an, vho 
met with a sharp resistance, succeeded in occnpying a ridge 
nearly parallel to that held by Folk iu front of him ; but as 
his right did not reach hr south of the Besaca road, the divi- 
sion of tlie Sixteenth Corps vas brought np and deployed 
on his right. This gave tlie vhole army a strong flank rest- 
ing on the Oostanaola. On the morning of the 14th ItfcPher- 
son WM ordered to move straight on Besaca, his right cov- 
ered by Kilpatriok's cavalry. He was to occapy the line of 
Camp Greek on its west bank, and endeavor to reach the rail- 
road with his left. The lack ot topographical information 
made it aeem possible to do this, bat it tamed out that the 
maps were misleading, and the railroad carved eastward 
above Besaca, behind the eneniy's centre. Thomas was di- 
rected to take advantage of conntry roads and paths to reach 
McPheison's left with the Twentieth and Foorteenth Corps 
and to form there. Schofleld's remaining two divisions, 
Jndah's and Cox's, followed the Bome and Dalton road some 
two miles to the north, and then straok across conntiy and 
came in on Thomas's left. The broken nature of the gioand 
made this a difficult march, and it required eztraordinaiy 
exertions to take the artillery across the ravines and streams 
which had to be passed. About noon the whole line was 
facing the valley of Camp Creek, and Howard vith the 
Fourth Corps was about a mile to the north of Schofield's 
left. 

In the deployment, the left of Palmer's (Fourteenth) 
corps reached nearly to the place where Camp Creek Valley 
lieuds to the northwestward, and where the enemy's in- 
trenched line curved away from it to the east. Thomas and 
Schofield were in person at this point, and word being 
teceived that Howard was within supporting distance, the 
m^t was given tor the line to advance. Along the right the 



enemy^ Bkiimiflhen were driven over the creek, exoept at 
the bridge where the Beaaoa road croesea it. The defensive 
lines on the east banlc were folly developed, and the artil- 
lery opened on both aides of the valley. Sohofleld'a divi- 
sions moved in line across the creek. His left division 
(Cox's) carried and held the intrenchments in its front, 
driving die enemy bom them at a charge after a fierce strag- 
gle. His ri^t division (Jndah's) marched against the angle 
of the Gonfedeiate works where these turned away from the 
valley. The ground was very difflcnlt there, and the troops 
in crossing the valley were subject to enfilade from salients 
farther to the right ae well as to the direct flie in front. 
They were unable to get a foothold on the opposite bloSs, 
and were repulsed with considerable loss. Meanwhile 
Cox's right was exposed to a cross fire of artillery. His men 
made use of the leverae of the enemy's captured trench, 
strengthening it by such means as were at hand, and New* 
ton's and Wood's divisions of the Fourth Corps marched to 
their support. The enemy fell bock and established a new 
line several hundred yards further in rear. Wood formed 
on Cox's left, and Stanley's division was in echelon, fltill be- 
yond Wood's fiank. 

The movements of the morning had crowded oar forces 
too much to the right, and Howard's left was in the aii. 
Sherman directed Thomas to move Hooker's corps to the 
left, the Army of the Tennessee and Palmer's (Fourteenth) 
corps being able to extend and hold the west bank of Gamp 
Creek. Johnston also had detected the weakness of our left 
fiank, and Hood was already marching with Stewart's and 
Stevenson's division to turn it. At the same time the eflfort 
was made to drive back all the National forces which had 
crossed Camp Creek, and a demonstration was made all 
along the line. Stanley was outflanked and was being 
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piessed back, vhen Booker's leading diTiaon f^Uiems's) 
arriTed and tnrned the tide. The other diviaioiia of that 
corps followed j^tompiij, the enemy vas repulsed and the 
line extended on the contiDoation of the intrenchment oar- 
lied hj Sohofleld's men earlier in the da;. Cox's division 
had exhausted its ammunition about the middle of the 
afternoon, and as wagons conld not reach him over (he 
creek, he was relieved, one brigade at a time, by Newton. 
In relieving the right brigade (Manson's) by Barker, both 
brigade commanders were injured bj the explosion of a 
■hell, and at this point the losses on both sides wers 
severe. 

On the right a brisk skirmish and artillery fight was kept 
up, more by way of feints and demonstrations than with the 
intention of serions attack. Osterhans's division of Logan's 
corps was npon the principal road leading to Sesaca, which 
mns throngb a heavily wooded valley before reaching the 
creek. The stream is there deep enough to make a formida- 
ble obstacle, and the road crosses it by a bridge. In the 
afternoon, dnring one of the demonstrations, the enemy's 
skirmishers showed signs of weakness, and Osterhans, posh- 
ing the advantage with vigor, sncoeeded in driving them 
tiurongh the wood and over the bridge. Before this oonld 
be deetroyed the Twelfth Misaonri was thrown across it and 
into the timber on the farther aide, where they sncoeeded in 
making and holding an intrenched line aa a bridge head. 
The Gcmfederates under Folk, in their advanced position on 
our extreme right were a good deal weakened in morak by 
the knowledge that the National troops had thus made 
good a foothold in rear of their flank, and between five and 
ail o'clock Logan ordered forward the brigades of Generals 
Giles A. Smith and C. E. Woods, supported byVeatch's divi- 
sion from Dodge's corps. The height held by Polk was ou- 
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Tied, and tte poBitJon intrenolied under a galling artiUeiy 
andmosketr; fire from tlie enemj'a principal lines. Ihiring 
the evening Folk made a rigorons effort to retake the posi- 
tion, but was repulsed, McPIiei'son sending forward liigb^ 
bom's brigade to tlie support of the troops already engaged. 
The hill thus carried oonunanded ttie railroad and wagon 
bridges crossing the Ooatanaa]% and Johnston, upon learn- 
ing of Polk's failure to retake the lost ground, ordered a 
road to be out during the night, and a pontoon bridge to be 
laid across the river a mile above the town, and out of range 
of fire. 

Early in the day, in pursuanoe of Sherman's orders, MoPher- 
eon had sent Sweeny's division of Dodge's oorps to Xjay's 
Feny, with instraotions to make a lodgment on the south 
bank of the Oostanaula and cover the laying of a pontoon 
bridge by Captain Beese, Chief Engineer of the Army of the 
Tennessee. Sweeny moved to the river and effected the oroM- 
iugbyone brigade, but on a false rumor of an attempt by the 
enemy to cross above him, he withdrew to the right bank 
and retired a mile and a half to a less exposed position. 
Johnston received the report of this movement from Gen- 
eral Martin of the cavalry, whose outposts had been driven 
o:^ and marched Walker's division of infantiy toward Gat 
boun in the night ; but this oflSoer, finding the south bank 
clear, reported the alarm a false one, and was at once re- 
called. Sweeny, however, resumed the movement on the 
morning of the 15th, got his whole division across and in- 
trenched, and the bridge was laid with comparatively little 
opposition. The cavalry under Brigadier-Oeneral Eilpat- 
rick had been very active and useful in covering the flank 
of the Army of the Tennessee, and that enterprising officer 
had been severely wonnded in the advance against Folk's 
lines in front of Besaoa. 
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- Daring the morning o[ the 16th sbarp skinnishing oon- 
tinned along the whole front, bat the left flank was that by 
vhioh Shemuui intended to advance. Hooker's whole corps 
VB8 in Une, and Scho&eld's two divisions were withdrawn 
from the centre and passed to the extreme left in his BDp< 
port. On the Confederate side Hood was reinforced bj 
troops from Hardee's and Polk's corps, and made another 
effort to swing his right forward. This was shortly after 
noon. He waa met by a aimnltaneons odranoe from Hooker. 
Bntterfleld's division drove back Hood's advance nnder 
Stevenson, the latter being unable to withdraw a battery 
which had .been nm forward to a commanding position. 
The gnns remained between the armies till night, when they 
were taken and brought off by a detachment of the ¥itQi 
Ohio nnder CSolonel Eilpatriok. Hooker's oorpe made a 
strong line of defensive works along its front, Scho&eld 
took position on his flank and reei', and evetything was pre- 
pared for a still closer investment on the morrow. 

Sherman's purpose was to contract and strengthen his 
lines as mnoh as possible, so that a considerable part of his 
forces Bonld be withdrawn for another flanking movement 
sonth of the Oostananla. He had laid a second jHmtoon 
bridge at Lay's Feny, near the month of Snake Greek, and 
Garrard's cavalry were already operating toward Galhonn, 
threatening Johnston's railway line. Johnston's position, 
thongh a very strong one, had the fatal defect of giving him 
a river at his back, and a comparatively small force on the 
fnither bank woold make his investment complete. He saw 
that he coold not safely make a longer delay, and withdrew 
dnring the night of the 15th, burning the railroad bridge 
behind him. Polk's and Hardee's corps crossed by the rail- 
road bridge and one built on trestles near it, and marched 
to Galhonn. Hood crossed on the pontoon laid in the night 
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of the Itili, and took the ro«d to Adainrille hj Spring 
Plaoe. 

Jn the morning Sherman entered the tovn, mA began at 
onoe the vork of repairing bridges and putting his colnmna 
aoroBB the river. DbtIb'b divieiim of Fahner's (Foniteenth) 
oorps was immediately sent to rapport Qarrard's camliy 
toward Rome. MoPherson was ordered to oroaa the Ooe- 
tananla at Lay's Feny, Thomas's Fourth and Fourteenth 
Corps to orosa at Besaoa, Soho&eld's Twenty-third and 
Hooker's Twentieth Oorps to cross the Cknuuisanga at Fite'a 
Feny or Eohota, some two miles' abore. Stoneman, with 
the cavalry of the Army of the Ohio, was on the eztrems 
itdt, wkd Eilpatriok'a aooompanied the central aolamns. 
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CHAPTER 71 

fBOH THB OOSTANAULA TO THE ETOWAH: 

Thh oonntry sonth of Besaoa and between the Ooatananla 
and Etowah BiTera is much more opea and less broken than 
BUj other portion of Northern Qeorgia. The Oostananla 
pQisDes a Bonthwesterly ootuBe to Borne, where it is joined 
hj the Etowah mnmug neitrl; dne west, and the two form 
the Cooaa. Taking the two riyers aa sides of a triangle, the 
third aide from Besaca dne south would be abont thirty 
miles in length. The railway, after orossing the river at 
Besaoa, nms south through Oalhoim, Adairsville, and King- 
ston, then bends eastward through Cassville and Oarteis- 
ville, and crosses the Etowah at Alatoona, where a spur of 
ragged and high hills on the south side of the river is trav- 
ersed by a deep gorge, the famous Alatoona Pass. From 
Kingston a branch of the railroad ran to Borne, but had not 
at that time been built farther to the southwest. 

Johnston's opinion of the steadiness of the National troops 
and of Sherman's ability to handle them was, as he says, 
higher than that which Southern newspaper editors, and 
even the Richmond Oovemment held, and he was fully re- 
solved not to risk a general engagement in a field where 
Sherman's superior force could be manceuvred so as to reach 
his fianka. He sought, therefore, for a position in some 
valley narrow enongh to enable him to rest either wing 
upon commanding ground which oonld not readily bo 



tnmed b7 ordinfti; field lacticfl. He halted, on the ISth, a 
mile or two aonth of Calhotm, in the v&Uey of OothcaJogft 
Creek, wheie the roads on which Hardee and Hood were 
moving were only about a mile apart. Cheatham's divisitm 
of Hardee's oorp«, with Wheeler's oavalry, formed the rear 
guard. 

The position below Calhoun waa not thought a good one, 
but Johnston's engineem reported that a mile or two north 
of Adairsville suitable ground oonld be found. Accordingly 
he marched on the 17th to the poaitios reported, and halted 
whilst a careful reconnoiaaance was made. The breadth of 
the Tollej was again found too great, and bj this time Sher- 
man was pressing him in front with the Arm; of the Cum- 
berland, whilst the Armies of the Tennessee and Ohio were 
moving on his left and right flanks respective^, and he gave 
orders for a further retreat to Gassville. 

But it will be well to follow the movements of the 
National forces during these two days a little more closely. 
Sherman's calculation, in his march south from Besaoa, was 
that the Army of the Cumberland in his centre was always 
strong enough to hold Johnston at bay until one of the 
wings conld attack his flank or rear. This simple plan con- 
trolled the whole campaign. The three corps under Thomas 
pressed constantly and closely against the enemy, keeping 
him fnl^ employed, whilst MePherson and Sohofleld alter- 
nately threatened to tnm his positions. 

Garrard had been ordered to move with his cavalry down 
the right bank of the Ooatananla till near Bome, and then to 
operate with vigor on Johnston's flank. After the evaona- 
tion of Besaca, he was further ordered to leave his sr^ 
tillery at Farmer's Bridge, some eight miles above Bom^ so 
that he might be "flying light," and Davis's division was 
detached from Thomas, as has been mentioned, to faUow 
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Gamrd, take his artilleiy, and reioin the Fotuteenth Corps 
at EingstoD. This threw that division for the moment be- 
yond MoPherson and the rivei, and gave a reiy extended 
front, apparently, to Sherman's morement. 

McPheraon crossed the Ooostonanla at the month of 
Snake Greek (X^y's Feny) as ordered, and taking up the 
pontoon bridges marched to the mill on the Oothcaloga 
Creek, aboat a mile sonthweat of Calhonn. The Army of the 
Ctunberland found it slower work than had been expected, 
getting ite large artillery train over the bridges at Besaca, 
and the whole of the Ifith was nsed np in doing it. It 
was for this reason that Hooker was ordered to follow the 
Newtown road and cross the Oostananla in the southward 
bend of the river, near that place. By some error in trans- 
mission of orders his leading division took Schofield's 
route instead, and orossing the Oonnasanga between Besaca 
and Tilton, marched to the other tributary of the Oosta- 
nanlEL, the Oooaawattee, crossing it at MoClare's Perty. 

Schofleld's infantry forded the Oonnasanga at Fite's 
Feiry, the artillery and wagons being ferried over in a small 
flat-boat, and Hooker did the same. The water was waist 
deep, and the men stripped naked, carrying their olothea 
and arms upon their heads, making great sport at the Indi- 
crcras appearance of the column. Neither of these colonms 
had a pontoon train, the only ones with the army being at 
Besaca and Xiay's Ferry. Schofield marched further up the 
Coosawattee, to Field's mill. Owing, however, to the delay 
caused by Hookrar'a column gettii^ on the same road, he 
was nnable to get nearer to Field's than four miles. On the 
morning of the ITth he bnUt a trestle toot-bridge for his in* 
fantry, the Coosawattee being too deep to ford, and ferried 
the artillery and wagons in a flat-boat. This occupied the 
day, bnt as the centre was advancing, Schofield determined 
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to be in positioii near Adaiisville in the morning, and 
marclied at ten o'clock at nigKt^ reaching Big Spring about 
two in the morning, with hia advanoed gnard forward on the 
Adaireville toad, that viUage being about three miles di^ 
tent. 

Hookas advanoed diviaion (deary's) had crossed the 
Coosawattee at MoGlore's, in the night of the 16th, and rest- 
ing during the morning while the rest of the corps came 
orer, the whole moved at one o'clock hj the direct road to- 
ward Adairsville, till they came into dose support of How- 
ard's corps at the centre. The latter moved directly south 
from Beaaca throngh Oalhonn, where lively skiimishing be- 
gan. In the atteraoon, as Howard approached Adatmville, 
the resistance of the enemy's rear-goard grew mare deter- 
mined. They made temporaiy barricades of tails and logs, 
behind which they fought, several lines being apparent^ 
formed, the front when driven in retiring through the n^ct 
line to the rear, and so on. This made the progiess slow, 
and at evening the position was reached on which Johnston 
had contemplated a decisive engagement. Shaman was 
now with Newton's division in the advance, and had a nar- 
tow escape from shote of the enemy's artillery as he was re- 
ocmnoitting, the group about him having attracted their 
fire. 

MoPhetBoa's way diverged from Thomas's as he moved 
Boath, bnt ld the evening o( the 17th he was near diagonal 
roads leading direct upon Adairsville and upon the flank of 
the position of Johnston north of the town. 

The appearance of things at nightfall made Sherman hope 
that Johnston would offer a pitched battle the next day, and 
that the campaign might be at once decided. His orders 
were therefore issued for a concentratiou with that pntpose. 
When day broke on the 18th, however, the lines in front 
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were vacant, and the pursuit took a new and somewhat em- 
banassing shape. Johnston divided his forcee at Adaiisville, 
Folk and Hood marching direct to Gassrille, and Hardee to 
Kingston. The movement was so managed as to leave the 
impression that his principal force had gone toward King- 
ston, uid Thomas with two corps was kept on that road, 
whilst Hooker uid Sohofleld were ordered to move toward 
Oftssville direct from their respective poaitionB. 

We have already Been that the railway makes a consider- 
able cnrve to the east at Kingston, and aa the wagon road 
does the same, it follows that Bberman's colnmns in moving 
from Adaiisville diverged rapidly. Oassville was almost or 
quite as near as Kingston, and if Johnston bj rapid march- 
ing concentrated there whilst Thomas and McPherson were 
at the latter point, he could eadly torn upon Schofield and 
Hooker on his right, whilst Sherman with the larger part of 
the army was some five or six miles off on the left To add 
to the enemy's chances of snocese, McPherson, in trying to 
reach Kingston by parallel .roads on the west, so as not to 
crowd upon Thomas, was obliged to diverge equally far in 
that direction, uid in the aftemtxni of the 18th the ITational 
army was more scattered than at any time since the 6th, 
when the campaign opened. Conld Sherman have been 
sore that Johnston would not oroes the Stowah at Kingston, 
he would have kept UoPherson on the road to Adaiisville 
according to his first orders, pushed the whole of the Army 
of the Comberland and that of the Ohio straight on Cass- 
viUe, and given McPherson the road from Adairsville to 
Kingston. But the maps of the conntiy were almost worth- 
less, and were often misleading ; the inhabitants were hos- 
tile uid gave false reports, and Sherman thought the 
" broad trail " of Johnston's army proved that the whole had 
followed the railroad. 
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It waa in the hope of this that Johnston hod nade his 
plan in leaving Ad&iiETille, and so far things semied to 
work as he wished. His corps oommand^s baited in 
front of Gasaville after the7 had crossed Two Bnn Creek, a 
considerable stroam at right angles to the Adoitsrille road, 
which, after flowing past the town to the southwest, turns 
west aud empties into the Etowah at Kingston. 

Daring the 18th Thomas advanced from Adairsrille wiOi 
the Fourth aud Foorteeuth Corps to within three miles of 
Kingston. Hooker with hia Twentieth Corps marched by 
Adaiisville aud out on the direct Caesville road as tor as 
Spring Mills, some two or three miles beyond. Schofield 
oontinned his match in the general direction of Adairsville 
eight miles, being hindered and delayed by the oaraliy of 
Stoneman, which passed his colnnin under tnders to try to 
break the railroad near CarteTsville. 

The next day Thomas oocnpied Kingston and marched 
Howard's and Palmer's corps eastward till, toward evening, 
after sharp skirmishing, Hardee's rear goard was driven into 
Caesville. Hooker hod also advapced, skirmishing on his 
toad, aud when near its crossing of Two Bun Greek, his 
right formed connection with Howard. Schofield moved 
across country parallel to Hooker, driving back the cavahy 
which covered the enemy's flank, crossed the upper branches 
of Two Bun Creek north of Caseville, and before evening 
the line was complete and advanced ol<»e to the enemy's 
works, which stretched along a commanding chain of hills 
back of the town and running nearly north and south. 
UcPherson with the Army of the Tennessee was halted at 



Johnston says it was his intention to advance Hood uid 
Polk on the 18th, in the expectation of overwhelming Scho- 
field, at least, before the centre and right of Shenuan's atn^ 
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oonld come np. He deolarea that he ordered Hood to move 

itt the afternoon by a country road to the north, then to 
tarn vest and fell npon the flunV of the advancing colomn. 
Folk was then to advance against the front of the same force 
by the Adairsville road. Hood denies that any combmed 
adTKoce was planned, and says that he aaked permission to 
move Hindman's divisioa in the manner stated, bat that he 
had proceeded only a little way northward when he found 
himHBif oatfianked by the Natiom^ forces in motion, both 
infantry and artilleiy, and was obliged to return. If the in- 
cident occurred on the 19th it would exactly correspond 
with the advance of Schofield and Hooker on that evening ; 
but it is certain that none of Sherman's infantry was in the 
position Hood indicates on the 18th. Stoneman was oper- 
ating in that direction with cavalry alone in his efforts to 
reach and cut the railway. 

The 19th had been spent by the Confederates in mnlring a 
strong line of intrenchments. Johnston issued a general 
order saying that the retreat had gone as far as was ne- 
cessary for strategic purposes, that the time had oome for 
trying conclusions with the National army and he would 
give battle where he was. No sooner had the left of 
Sherman's army pushed into position and the batteries 
opened fire than Hood and Folk protested agaiost the tena- 
bility of their position on the ridge, a large part of Polk'a 
line being, as they thonght, enfiladed by our artillety. 
Hood was on Polk's right and Hardee on the left. A con- 
troversy arose, and Johnston, putting upon his subordinates 
the responsibility of thwarting his plans, and unwilling to 
£^0 into battle under their protest, gave orders to retire from 
the place and march through Carteisvills to the Etowah, 
which was crossed the next day. Hood asserts that he 
urged an aggressive concentrated moTement on the day 



befote, when alona tiiere wm a otunoe to take Shsrman at 
any diaadvantage, and blaraee slxongly tlie Btrictdefeasire to 
which Johnston adhered. The only thing that ia oertun in 
the matter ia that their disaensions prolonged the campaign 
by poatponing the deoisire engagement^ aa to the resolt of 
which Sherman was jostlj ocmfident. So eager was he to 
bring on a battle in the oomparativel; open ooonhy maVk 
of the Etowah, that he had <ndered his rabordinatea not to 
hesitate to engage the enemy without reference to anpporta, 
feeling snie that he could at any time oonoentoate with 
rapidity enongh to secure the victory. 

Johnaton'a only chance of secnring any impcntant advan- 
tage would have been to have foroed the marching of Har- 
dee's ooipa on the 18tb till he oonc^itiated ererything at 
GosBTille, and then tom with all his force upon Sherman's 
left wing. The coontty between the Kingston and Oaasrille 
road and the one leodmg from Adairsrille to the latter place 
ia a high gravelly plateau, becoming rongh and broken in 
its aonthem part. Sherman would have been obliged to 
traverae this region to get to the aid of Sohofield and 
Hooker if thqr had been attacked in force ; bnt he had 
eveiy reason for faith that his snbordinates would be watch- 
ful, and by taking advantage of the defensible positions 
everywhere to be found, oonld hold Johnston at bay, or 
slowly retreat by oonverging movements till he could come 
to their assistance. Although he was in the dark, therefore, 
as to the position of Johnston on the 18th, his apparent 
carelessness was a calculated andaoity, willing to take some 
risks for the sake of tempting his adversary to a geneioi 
engagement with Wm there. His despatoh to Schofield 
late in the evening of the 16th said: "If we can bring 
Johnston to battle this side of Etowah we must do it, even at 
the hazard of beginning battle with bnt a port of our forces." 
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Oa ihe SOth Schofleld advanoed Coi'b diviBicm to Garten- 
ville, a rear guard of the enem^ dispnting the movement. 
The Oonfederates were driven back vitbont Betiomi resistance, 
and crossed the Etowah Biver, boming the railroad bridge be- 
hind them. A show of force was made in the enemy's front 
at this place, vhilat Beillj'a and Gasement's brigades of Oox'a 
division were sent several miles np the river and destroyed 
the imjHtrtant iron works and other factories sitnated there. 

We have seen that Davis's division had been sent to snp- 
port Ganaid's oavab; in a movement down the west bank of 
the Oostananlo, whilst the forward movement from Resaca 
was taking place. His orders were to find a bridge or essj 
ford of the Oostananla, and bring into tlie central colnmn 
Garrard's artilleiy and trains, whilst the cavaby, nnenonm- 
bered, should operate rapidly against the flank of Johnston. 
Qarrard, finding no bridges or satisfoctoiy crossing and 
believing that to continue on to Bome would separate Tiim 
too fat from the head of column, returned by the route 
he had travelled and crossed at Lay's Ferry. Davis deter- 
mined to continue on to Borne, and on the 18th took that 
place after a sharp engagement, losing in killed and 
wounded about one hundred and fifty men. The town was 
a considerable depdt for army supplies, and contained im- 
portant factories and the repair shops for ordnance. The 
capture in supplies and material of war was not veiy great, 
but the occupation of the town was opportune, and by giv- 
ing a broad front to Shennan's movement, handsomely 
covered his principal columns and imposed npon the enemy. 
As Mq'or-Oenenl F. P. Blair was at this time at Decatur, 
Ala., moving to the front with two divisions of veteran vol- 
nnteers of the Army of the Tennessee, he was ordered to 
march by way of Bome, and General Davis was directed to 
hold the place till Blair should relieve him. 
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Sherman seoiiTed in the vicinitj of Eingston two good 
bridges over the Etowah, and being thoa sure ot his ability 
to deploy on the Bonth of that river, he gave his annj a few 
days of Test, during which the tailroad was repaired and 
pressed to its ntmoat caipaoitj to a«camalate supplies for 
another advanoe. 

The losses in the engagements abont Dslton, and in the 
battle ot Besoca cannot be accniatelj gireu, as the ^stem 
of reports covered the casualties of a month, in most oases, 
instead of stating them after each engagement. The bri- 
gade and division reports enable us to apptoiimate it onlj. 
There were not more than six or eight hundred killed and 
wonnded in front of Dalton. At Besaca the Army of the 
Oomberland lost about a thousand, the two divisions of the 
AxtDj ot the Ohio which veie engaged lost nearly a then- 
sand, the casnaltiee in the Army of the Tennessee cannot 
be accurately given, but they were (ewer than In either of 
the other aimies. A comparative view of the losses on both 
sides can be better made at a later point in the campaign, 
fox the reason already stated. 
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When the moremeiit of 'Maj 7th began, preparation was 
made for font days of estreme exertion, and under the im- 
perative orders of General Sherman all baggage had been 
left behind. 'Wlien the tour days' cooked rations were ei- 
hansted, the advance through Snake Creek Gap waa jnst 
beginning, and an iasne of the most neceseaij gnpplies was 
all that was poaaible. Till tbe army reached the Etowah 
Biver the same condition of things existed. A tent-fly— a 
single sheet of light canvas — Vha the only shelter for divi- 
sion and brigade headquarters ; mess-hits there were none, 
and the superior officers were even worse off relatively than 
the company officers and the privates. The company pack* 
mn]e carried the simple cooking utensils and compact kit 
which experience had shown to be best for the bivouac; 
and the mtde, driven by a negro servant, could keep up with 
the company, on or off the roads, and would not be for at 
the rear even when the command was under fire. The pri- 
vate soldier carried his shelter-tent or rubber blanket, and 
he and the comrade who was his " partner " made of the two 
a comfortable protection &om the weather. His haversack 
contained his rations, his canteen and a small tin oofiiee-pot 
or pail clattered at his belt, and, in half an hour of halt, the 
veteran knew how to prepare a wholesome and abundant 
meal. The ration of meat, bread, coffee, and sugar was a 
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largo one, and of excellent qnaltl;, and by fomging or traffic 
extras oonld be added to it on the wa^. 

The general officers could not manage in qnite the same 
simple style. From the sdjntant-goneral, the surgeon, the 
qnartermaster, the oommissary, the ordnance and mnstering 
officers regular statistical reports were required by army regu- 
lations, and enforced by stopping the pay o( delinqnent com- 
mands. At each headquarters, therefore, a good deal of busi- 
ness had to be transacted, and mnch clerical irork hod to be 
done in the intcrrals of fighting. The order to leave all bag- 
gage behind for four days implied only a short interruption 
of the usual routine, but when it was, hj the circumstanoes, 
extended to nearly a month, it inrolTed no small trouble 
and privation. But the weather at this time was good, each 
di^ was fall of excitement, the enemy was retreating, and it 
would be hard to find anywhere a merrier company than as- 
sembled each evening around the headquarters camp-fires. 
Neoessi^ was the mother of invention, and at Cartersville 
the mees at a division headquarters boasted that, beginning 
with nothing, they had accumulated a hit consisting of a tin 
plate, four tin cups without handles, three round oyster 
cans doing duty as cups, two sardine boxes for extra plates, 
and a cofiiee-poti Pocket-knives were the only cutlery 
needed, and for dishes nothing could be better than one of 
the solid crackers familiarly known as " hard tack." This 
ontM ibej declared was luxurious compared with that of 
the Oeaeral-iu-Ohiet. 

Good weather, however, could not be calculated upon to 
last forever. The orders issued at the Etowah were to be 
ready for twenty daya' separation from the railway, and 
everybody prepared for contingencies aa fully as was eon. 
Bistent with the utmost mobility, and in the best mattnet 
that experienoe and ingenuity could devise. 
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The nilvi^ repain of the um^ weie under the mftnage- 
ment of Colonel Wright, » dvil engineer, with a corps of 
two thonnnd men. The effioieni^ and akiU of this branch 
of the Berrioe vas beyond praise. The ordinal? wooden 
bridges of the railwa; were reoonstmcted, where destrojed, 
of a standard pattern of tmsa, of which the parts were inter- 
changeable, and the prepared timbers were kept in stock at 
safe points in the rear. B; this means a bridge could be 
nnewed as if by magic, and perhaps nothing produced 
more moral effect upon the enemy than hearing the whistle 
of the looomatives in rear of onr lines within a few bonis 
after Uiey had received repcwts that the railway had been 
broken so thoron^ily as to canse ns great delays. But the 
triumph of energy uid mechanical skill came when, as at 
the Chattahoochee, great trestle bridges, hondreds of feet 
long, and near a hundred high, were flung across a ohasm 
vith as little delay or trouble as an ordinary pioneer corps 
would make in bridging a petty stream. The constmction 
corps and the railway transportatioQ department, under 
Odonel Anderson, worked in oomplete accord, and at no 
time dnring the campaign was there the slightest anxiety 
about supplies, vhilat a reduction of the ration was very 

For instantaneooji oommnnioation between the Command- 
ing General and his principal sabordinates the military tele- 
graph was organized. A light train of wagons carrying 
wires and insnlatore moved with the headquarters; the 
forest trees were osed as poles ; an operator with his instru- 
ment accompanied each army commander, who conld thns 
converse directly with the central station and with General 
Sherman himself. This was supplemented by the ordinary 
flag signals used by the Signal Corps, whoee officers pnahed 
to the very front, and, from any commanding hill or tre» 



top, wiiVed tbetr flogs, conTeying information or ordets hj 
means of a code of cipher signals, of vhicb the key vas 
frequently changed to prevent its interpretation hj the 
enemy. 

Another part of the administration of Uie army deserves 
mention alao. The topography of the conntiy was almost 
nnknown. The maps in common nse were erroneous and 
misleading to a degree that was exasperating. They gave 
the oatlises of cotmties, the names of towns and villages, 
and some remote approximation to the courses of the prin- 
cipal streams. The smaller creeks and watercourses were 
dtawn at random, as if to fill up the sheets and were nni- 
formly wrong. A few principal country roads were laid 
dovn, but so incorrectly that every attempt to calculate dis- 
tances upon them or between them was sure to lead bi 
trouble. 

To meet these difGcnlties each division commander was 
ordered to detail a competent officer as actii^ topographer, 
reporting to the engineers at corps and army headquarters. 
It was the duty of these officers to make an itinerary of 
every march, to sketch all roads and streams, bills and val- 
leys, woods and open land ; to collect from citizens and 
negroes all possible information as to distances, names of 
residents and tbe like ; to accompany reconnoitring parties 
and Bitend their topographical knowledge with diligence 
and enterprise. They were furnished with a few portable 
instruments, always carried on their persons. The informa- 
tion thus obtained was consolidated and connected ; im* 
proved sketch maps of the vicinity of tbe army were thns 
made, and by a simple photographic process the; were mul- 
tiplied and distributed to the proper officers of the com- 
mand. New editions were issued from time to time, with 
bulletins giving newly discovered information, and thus the 
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effort was made to snpplj the army with tlie knowledge vital 
to its success. 

The changes in the relative strength of the opposing 
armies had been in Johnston's favor during the preceding 
part of the campaign. French's division of infantry and 
Jackson's of cavalry had joined Folk's corps at Adairsville, 
so that the three Confederate corps were now fnll, and the 
local militia were being organized and nsed to oover the 
lines of commonication and perform dnties which on the Na- 
tional side required detachments from the army in the field. 
Johnston's liue was being shortened whilst Sherman's was 
stretching out. The one was picking up his detachments, 
the other was constautly making new ones. From the 15th 
of May for a month the forces of the two armies were more 
nearly equal than at any other time in the campaign, and no 
opportunity so &vorable conld again occur for Johnston to 
make an aggressive movement, as he had whilst crossing the 
open cotmtiy between the Oostananla and the Etowah. 
That he did not do so was accepted by the officers and men 
of the National army as proof that he wonld not be likely to 
attempt it in the more difScnlt countiy they were now enter- 
ing, and their operations were carried on with a confidence 
which was in itself a guaranty of success. 

The Besaca bridge had been rebuilt in three days, and on 
the 22d of Uay, rations for twenty days had been issued to 
the divisions. Kingston was announced as the base of sup- 
plies until the railroad should be reached again at some 
point south of the Alatoona Pass, and orders were iasned for 
a forward movement. 

Johnston had crossed the Etowah at the raUvay bridge 
and occupied the high rocky hills facing northward, whilst 
he placed the greater part of his army a little in rear, ready 
to meet his opponent as soon as Sherman's line of advance 
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■honld be developed. The new theebe of openUone ley 
between the Etowkh uid Ohettahooohee riven, utd like the 
lut me A strip of oonntty of whioh the feetmee were deter- 
mined bj the geneifti trend of the monntain i&nges pointing 
to the BOnthwest. The Alatoona Billa, Keneeaw MonntAin, 
fine aad Lost Monntains lay near the line of the railroad 
B&d neoeaeari^ formed ihe moat imimrtant atiatogia poinbi 
for both armies. The town of Uarietta, jnet south of Eene- 
saw and abont midway between the two rivera, became at 
onoe Johnston's new baae of supplies, as Eingatos waa 
Bherman's. DaUaa is a Tillage lying nearly sonth of King- 
ston and west of Uarietta, abont twenty-five milea from the 
first and nearly twenty milee from the other. A line run- 
ning eouthweaterly from Uarietta, a little aontb of Dallaa, 
marks snflScient^ well the watershed of this region, aepa- 
rating the streams flowing north into the Etowah from those 
ronning aontb into the Chattahoochee. For aeveral miles 
weet of the railroad the hills are high, the mountains, how- 
ever, standing ont oonunandingly above them, giving to 
Johnston the most admirable points of observation, from 
which the smoke of Shennan'a camp fires revealed eveiy 
movement that v»b made. Farther west the hilhi dimin- 
ished, the line of the waterahed was a rolling sandy region, 
and the streams, onttii^ their way in pretty sharp ravines, 
ran through forests and thickets of the loblolly pine, often 
growing almost oe closely as a oone-biake, and nearly im- 
penetrable for man or horse. The creeks form frequent 
ponds, called lagnnes in the country, full of quicksands, in 
which wagons or artilleiy were likely to be hopelessly mired. 
The more important roads, besides the railway and the 
wagon roods near it, ore those thai lead sonth from Kingston 
through Stileeboro and Burnt Hickory to DiUIas, east from 
Dallas to HariettOi and east from Burnt Hickory to Aok- 
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worth, a atatioii on the lailwaj betveen Uarietta and Ala- 
Sherman's centre being at Eingsttm, the topography of 
the oonntrj determined for him his line of mareh, whioh 
was to more soatbwatd to Dallas, and then east to HariettSt 
or some other pcdnt on the railiaad near there. 

There was little danger that Johnston would meet him 
near the £towah in front of Kingston, for the Oonfedeiate 
commander oonld not afford to divide his army, and had he 
massed in front of Kingston, Shenuan wonld have pushed 
his left wing orer the river at Alatoona, and seized at ouoe 
the line of the railroad. This was what would have pleased 
Sherman most, and wonld have shortened the campaign. 
Johnston wisely determined to make the Pnmpkin Vine and 
Alatoona Greeks the cover for his front, and to meet his op- 
ponent with strong entrenched lines across the Dallas and 
I^uietta road, or that from Bnmt Hickory to Aokworth, as 
Sherman shonld choose either for his principal line of ad- 

The fact that the Dallas and Marietta road f<dlowed very 
nearly the line of the watershed made it natnrally tlie easier 
one^ and Sherman resolved to tiy for it, and if he were too 
Btnbbomly met there, to swing his left flank forward by the 
Bnmt Hickory and Ackwotth road, forcing Johnston back 
and establishing himself afresh upon the railmy as soon as 
possible. Aooordingly, on May 22d, Sherman iasned his 
orders directing his centre, under Thomas, to move south- 
ward on parallel roads throngh Enharlee and Stilesboro on 
Dallas, excepting Davis's division of Palmer's corps, which, 
being at Rome, was ordered to move direct to Dallas hj 
way of Yan Wert. The Army of the Tennessee, keeping 
to tbe right of Thomas, was to move from near Kingston 
to Van Wert and thence to Dallas. Blair's corps (the 
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Sevenieenth), had not yet joined it, being on the laaxA 
toward Borne, which it waa ordend to garrison with about 
two thousand men, and then march to Kingston. The gani- 
Boniag of Kingston, meanwhile, and of Beaaoa (ttie lattet 
being the principal depOt of supplies) was left to Thorns^ 
army of the Onmherland. Sohofield'a Twenty-third Corps was 
to cross the Etowah at any point above Enharlee, then take 
roads on the east of those ooonpied hj Thomas, to Bnmt 
Hickci7 and thence to the left of Dallas. His caraliy, 
imder Stoneman, was ordered to cross still further up the 
Etowah, and cover the morement on that flank. Kilpat- 
rick'H divisioa of cavalry was left on the north bank of the 
Etowah to cover that line. Oarrard covered the movement 
of the columns on the right, and UoOook the centre. 

On the evening of the 22d the cavalry of the Army of the 
Ohio marched to Milam's Bridge on the Etowah, where the 
roads from Gaseville and Oartersville to Stilesboro cross 
the river. The enemy's cavalry retreated, burning the 
bridge ; but Stoneman was able to cross by a ford above 
the month of Raccoon Greek, and cover the laying of two 
pontoon bridges on the following morning. 

Early on the 23d McFherson orosaed on the bridge 
which had been secured at the mouth of Oonasene Greek 
Thomas crossed Howard's and Palmer's corps at the bridges 
on the direct road from Kingston to Enharlee ; hut Hooker, 
instead of waiting his turn at these, in accordance with 
orders, moved further to the left and crossed at Milam's 
Bridge on the pontoons hiid down for Schofield. When 
the latter, therefore, marching from Cartersvilte, reached 
the river, he fonnd both pontoons already occupied, and the 
whole afternoon was lost waiting for Hooker to cross and 
get ont of the way. This was a repetition of what had oc- 
curred at the OoBtauBula, and was characteristic of Hookei^ 
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vho was apt to be reckless of what interfereace be made 
with any plan, so tltat he got a road or a position which 
better suited him. By this means he aatioipated the rest 
of the army of the Oomberland in oroudng the Enharlee 
Creek toward Stileeboro, and camped in the advonoe, fol- 
lowed by Howard and Palmer. 

MoCook's cavalry advanced to Stileaboro, which he found 
occapied by the horsemen of the enemy, supported bj in- 
fantry, and was unable to make fmthei progress before 
night. 

Nest morning Thomas ordered one division of Hooker's 
corps (Geary's) to cross Eaoooon Creek on the Alatoona road, 
and cover the way leading np the ereek till relieved by 
Schofield. The other divisions of the Twentieth Corps 
marched through Stileaboro to Bnmt Hiokoiy, preceded by 
McCook's division of horse, which skirmished with the ene* 
ray's cavalry 'under Jackson as thej advanced. 

Schofield crossed at Milam's Bridge at daybreak, fol- 
lowed the Alatoona road till he relieved Geary, who rejoined 
his own corps. He then inarched up Bichland Creek to 
Sligh's Ktills, at the forks of the roads leading to Ackworth 
and to Bnmt Hickory. Stoneman's cavalry covered the ad- 
vance and the flank toward Alatoona, skirmishing as ha 

Johnston was still, on the evening of the 23d, a little un- 
certain whether Sherman had crossed the Etowah with hia 
whole force, and therefore hesitated about his own move- 
ments, fearing to leave his right flank weak till he knew 
there was no danger from that quarter. He therefore or- 
dered Wheeler, who had forded the Etowah the day befoi«, 
to push in on Cassville with his division of cavalry and to 
discover and report what was there. This was done on the 
21th. Wheeler found that the whole army had moved toward 
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EiugBton, bnt part of the iopp^ train waa stUl at Gassville 
vith ft small train gaud. Bj ctOBsing several miles to the 
li^t he had eluded Silpatriok and made an ea^ swoop 
apon the vagona and quartermaster's men who were thus 
delaying in the rear. He claimed to have captnzod seventy 
wagons with their teams, and a hundred asd eighty-two 
prisoners, besides burning some other wagons. He certainly 
did some mischief throu^ the negligence and tardineos of 
those who were in charge of the trains, and who had been 
ordered to Kingston as aoon as the infantry had moved. By 
this time Johnston was getting reports from Jackson's cav- 
alry toward Stilesboro, and hardly needed the news from 
Wheeler. He now knew that Sherman was over the Etowah 
and evidently pushing toward Dallas. On the afternoon of 
the 23d he ordered Hardee's corps to march by New Hope 
Church to the Stilesboro and Dallas road. Folk's corps to 
move in the same direction but a little furth^ south, and 
Hood's corps was directed to follow Hardee the next day. 
On the 25th the whole command was in line. Hardee's left 
division (Bate) was placed across the Stilesboro, Dallas, and 
Atlanta road, south of Dallas, where it crosses over the 
ridge which there forms the watershed already referred to. 
Hood was put upon the right, his centre at New Hope 
Church, and his line in front of and covering the road 
leading from Dallas to Ackworth. Polk's corps constituted 
Johnston's centre, but dosed up upon Hood, leaving a 
somewhat thinner line between himself and Hardee. In 
front of New Hope Church was a valley wooded along the 
road, but with open fields a little further to the north, and 
the stream, which ia a brancd of Pumpkin Vine Creek, flows 
northeastwardly at that place, parallel to Hood's front 
The banks sloped easily on either side, and were some fifty 
feet in height. The whole of Johnston's line was admiiab}^ 
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chosen tot defence, occupying aa it did a series of ridges 
covered with wood on their Btunmits, but haring open val- 
lejs in front, over which attooking foioes mnst advance 
withont shelter. It coveted the roads leading from Dallas 
to Atlanta, to Marietta, and to Aokworth, as well oa those 
passing near New Hops Church in the same directions. He 
aajs that only a part of Hood's front was protected hy 
faieastworka, and these only of li^s thrown hastily to- 
gether; bnt the reports of hia Bnbordinates, on which hia 
statement is based, may properly be taken with many grains 
of allowance. They bad intrenched at Dalton and at 
Besoco, at Adairsville and at Oassrille, and certainly noth- 
ing had oocniced to tnorease tbeir confidence as they had 
retreated step by step sonth of the Etowah. When they 
were forced to evacuate these lines a little later, they were 
fonnd to be of the most solid character. They had been 
some honra in position, with full opportunity to intrench, 
and it would be every vay strange and contraiy to their 
already fixed habit if th^ had not dime bo. The circnm- 
stauoea, therefore, all sustain the reports of Hooker's divi- 
sion commanders that they drove the Oonfederate advance 
guard and skirmiBhen within intrenched lines. But we ore 
anticipating tho current of events. 



CHAPTER VUL 



On llie morning of Wednesday tlie 26th of May, Sher- 
man's extreme right nnder HcPhenon vaa near Tan Wert, 
some sixteen miles north of vest from DtJlas, where it had 
stmck into the Borne and DaUas road, and met Davis's 
division of Palmer's (Fonrteeath) corps on its way to re- 
join the Army of the Cnmberland. McPherson kept on by 
the direct road, but Davis, to get clear of his oolnmn, tamed 
east, taking a by-road over the hills vhioh he fonnd pass- 
able, and which enabled him to rejoin his corps before even- 
ing. At the centre, Thomas sent forward tlie Army of the 
Onmberland on several roads from Burnt Hickory. The 
corps of Palmer and Howard (Foorteenth and Fonrth) 
made a detotir to the right by country roads, intending to 
reach the Van Wert and Dallas road three or four miles ont 
from the latter place. Hooker's corps (Twentieth) took the 
direct road to Dallas with his centre division (Geary's), But- 
terfield's and Williams's divisions taking coontiy roads on 
the left and right respectively. 

The infantry of the Army of the Ohio (Twentj-thiid 
Ooipe) was ordered to rest near Bomt Hickory daring the 
day, whilst the cavalry nnder Stoneman scoared the roads 
to left and front. Garrard's cavalry had poshed back the 
ontpostfl of Bate's division of ^trdee's corps near to Dallas 
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the preoedmg STeniug, and camped at Pumpkin Vine Creek, 
about three nulea from the town. McGook's cbtoIij, in 
front of Hooket'B column, had captured an orderly vith a 
despatch from Johnston to Qeneral Jackson, who commanded 
the mounted tnx^ in bis bout. The message infonned 



Opentbmit D«ar Kew Hopa Obondi. 

Jackson that the Confederate army was moving toward Dal- 
las. It was this information that led Shennan to hold back 
his left a little, till the Army of the Tennessee conld oom« 
forward on his right, and by a partial wheel, his front voold 
be brought neuly parallel to Pnmpkin ^^e Greek, whilst 



he Btill oonoentrated towud DbIIas. When Gout's divisioa 
teaohed the Pampkin Vise near Owen's UiUa, the bridga 
was found bnniing, but the enemy's cavalry was driven o^ 
the fire pnt ont, and the bridge repaired. Tlie appearances 
convinced Hooker that the stronger force of the enemy lay 
in the direction of New Hope Ohttrch, and Oeatj was or- 
dered to take the fork of the rood leading th^re. Ascending 
the hill on the east side of the stream with his front cov- 
ered by the Seventh Ohio regiment deployed as skirmish- 
era, Hooker fonnd the infantry advance of Hood's corps. It 
consisted of the Thirty-second and Fifty-eighth Alabanu 
regiments and Austin's Sharpshooters, nnder command of 
Colonel Bnsh Jones. It had been ordered to make a stub- 
born resistance, and did so with snch gallantry as to force 
Oeaiy to support and extend his skirmish line greatly, and 
produced the belief that he was dealing with a lai^fer force. 
This sharp contest continued for half a mile or more. 
Oeaty deployed Candy's brigade, and repulsed several de- 
termined counter-charges made by the enemy in his front. 
He had now reached the ridge fiuting that on whioh Hood's 
line was deployed in force, and had driven the advanced 
guard in upon Stewart's division, to which it belonged. Ho 
threw together such logs as were at hand, and made a 
breastwork of them for temporary cover. At the soimd of 
the firing Sherman had hastened to Qie front, and directed 
Hooker to call in his divisions from right and left, and to 
attack and develop the force before him. Williams had 
advanced well toward Dallas, but being recalled, &ced 
about and crossed the creek at Owen's Mills. He came up 
with Oeaiy abont five o'clock,' marching left in front so aa 

■ Gounl TbomM^ nport H«tH tbat WUIiknu and BnRufleld jdIimiI Ocarf 
*bmtt S F.M-, bat 0«*rj aji lb ma Stb, ind liiat hour bvt ignoi vttti ttu tlma 
vban baiTj tiing «■■ band b; Sidioaeld'a ocdiunn. 
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to en&ble him more qnioklj to take position on Geaiy's 
right. Bntterfleld arrived about the same time ; the thiee 
divisioiu veie formed in oolomns of brigadea and mored 
fonrard to the attack, Thej brarely aseanlted the ridge, 
movii^ through a dense irood which covered both slopes of 
the intervenii^ vallej. In the midst of their fight a 
thunder-storm oame up, followed hj a ponting rain, which 
lasted through the night. The noise of the storm mingled 
with the roar of the ortxUety, bat it was the oontinnoUB rat- 
tling and Toileting of the mosketry, heard more than half 
way to Burnt Hickorj, that told the columns in the rear 
there was sharp work at the front. Hooker's columns aa- 
eaulted Hood's position again and again, each division hj a 
brigade front, and the several brigades relieving each other 
by passing lines ; but the position was too strong to be car- 
Tied by assault, and was hourly becoming stronger. They 
peisisted in their eEforts, however, till darkness shut dowfi 
on the field, when, gathering up their dead and wounded, 
they retired to the ridge behind them. 

Thomas was directed to bring Howard's corps (Fourth) to 
Hooker's support, and by six o'clock Newton's division was 
np and went into position on Hooker's left, the rest of ths 
corps followii^ as East as Hooker's trains, which filled and 
blocked the road, would let them. They were all on the 
field by morning and extended the line still further to the 
left. Davis's division of Pahner's corps (Fourteenth) was 
oODoing over from Von Wert, as we have seen, and was or- 
dered forward on the Dallas road to support the Army of 
the Tennessee and feel forward toward Hooker's right. 
Saird's division was left at Bnmt Hickory to protect the 
trains, and Johnson's, which conld not get over the block- 
aded roads during the night, wss ordered to come up in the 
morning, and was then placed in n 
IX.-4 
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UoPheraon hastened forward trom Van Wert with the 
Armj of the Tennessee, moving direct on Dallas, which he 
reached earlj on the 26th, and took position facing Hardee, 
patting Davis's division of the Fourteenth Oorps on his left, . 
a gap of tvro or three miles still being between this division 
and the rest of the Armj of the Onmberland, to which it b» 
longed. MaPherson's line was about two miles in. front of 
Dallas. He placed Logan's (Fifteenth) ootps on his right; 
with its flank reaching across and a little beyond the Villa 
Bica (Atlantft) road, whilst Dodge's (Sixteenth) corps con- 
nected on the right with Iiogan, and on the left with Davis. 
Se^rond Logan, on the extreme flank of the army, Garrard's 
oavoliy picketed the eonntiy, and maintained an active 
aklnuishing warfare with Jackson's division of the Confed- 
erate horse. 

Sohofleld marched at Ave o'clock in the afternoon of the 
26th, npon getting news that Hooker's advance goard had 
fonnd the enemy. He left Hovey's division to cover and 
protect the trains, and with Hascall's and Oox's divisions, 
took, by Sherman's directions, the road from Sligh's Mills 
to Bnmt Hickory, and thence by the Dallas road to Owens's 
Uills. As he vras now getting in rear of two corps ot the 
Army of the Gnmberland, and Hooker's wagons were imped- 
ing everything, the progress was slow and tedions. The 
storm came np and the men plashed along through the mire, 
throwing down fences and marching in the fields, or thread- 
ing their way among the mnle teams on the road. After 
passing Bnmt Hickory the mnsketiy firing was plainly 
heard, and the colamn poshed along in the drenchii^ rain 
till midnight, when they were still west of Fnmpkin Vine 
Greek Halting the troops by the roadside, and directing 
them to bivouac where they were, Sohofield himself rode 
forward to leom the dtnation and receiTe farther orders 
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born Sherman. The night was ntUrlj black m ite d&rkneBs 
Etnd atonn, and tiTing to pick his waj around some w^odb, 
his horse fell with him into a gnllej, and he was bo sererelj 
injured that he iras forced to relinqnish his command for 
several dajs. Orders were sent back to the senior division 
commander (Cox) to continue the march. Having had onlj 
an hoar's rest, the corps moved again and reached the field 
at break of day. 

Sherman, who had rested beside a log in the woods dur- 
ing the night, himself met the head of column of the 
Tweutj-third Corps, and directed it to move to the left 
toward Brown's saw-mill on little Pumpkin Yine, and 
thence awing forward upon an extension of theFonrth Corps 
line. Cheeiy and ondiHtttrbed, as if the moat ordinary busi- 
ness were going on, the Qeneral sat apoa a log and sketched 
upon a leaf of his pocket memoiandnin book a map of the 
supposed situation, for the use of the officer leading the 
column. Its firm delicate lines, and neat touches, even to 
the fine lettering of the names of honaes and roads, showed 
how completely his nerves were unaffected by the night of 
battle and storm, and the map is still preserved as a preeions 
memento of the scene. The corps moved northeast through 
a wood so tangled with undergrowth that the direction of 
colnnm conld only be kept by the compass ; then advancing 
to the right, the position of Howard's corps (Fourth) was 
reached, and formii^; on its left the two swnng forward to 
the right, reaching the open ground. They crossed Little 
Pumpkin Vine Creek at the saw-mill and continued the 
wheeling movement nntil the extreme left crossed and cov- 
ered the Dallas and Alatoona road. The whole front of the 
two corps was along the crest of a series of hills, a narrow 
open valley intervening between this wing and the right of 
the Confederate lines. The movement was made with oim- 
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tmaons hot Btirmuhing, and tbe hostile lines vere ai ni^t- 
&11 intrenched so close to each other that for several days a 
bickering flie was almost incessant fcom the bteastworka on 
both sides, and skinnishets oonld only be reliered in the 
d&rknesB ; indeed the; coold only be kept ont at all by mak- 
ing each man cover himself by means of a pit, or by help of 
a li% or a few fence-rolls. Casualties were of frequent ocr 
cnrrence within the lines ; and there were openings between 
the knolls across which no mounted officer could ride with- 
out being a target for the enemy's sharpshooters, who were 
constantly on the watch for an opportunity to pick off who- 
ever came within range. 

Daring the 26th a similar skimushiug &gb,i ranged along 
the whole line. AlePherson pressed in close to Hardee's 
works on the extreme right, and found that flank of the ene- 
my somewhat refosed, running a little east of south after 
passing a salient angle immediately in front of Dallas. 
Our superiority in numbers made it plain that the intrench- 
ments conld be held with less than the whole force, and a 
pui of it could be withdrawn for a flanking movement, 
Sherman was determined in his plan by the fact that at the 
dose of the day, and at the extreme left, the Army of the 
Ohio already covered the direct road to Alatoona ; and he 
had only to extend by that flank to redpen communications 
with the railroad south of the Etowah. He therefore directed 
Cteneral Thomas to withdraw Wood's division of Howard's 
(Fourth) corps from the line, supplying its place by the 
greater extension of the other divisions, and that it, sup- 
ported by Johnson's division of Palmer's (Fonrteenth) corps 
(which was already in reserve) and by McLean's brigade 
&om the Army of the Ohio, should make a vigorons effort 
to turn the right flank of the enemy. MoCook'a cavalry had 
been operating in that direction during the day, and had a 
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liTely combat with part of Wheeler's horse, in which Mo- 
Cook hud been the victor, inflicting considerable loss and 
captnring aome fifty prisoners. This a&ir and the state- 
ments of prisoners seemed to indicate that only Wheeler's 
oaralry were holding the enemy's flank beyond the left of 
the Army of Ohio. 

During the forenoon of the 27th, Wood's dirision was 
drawn ont and formed in a oolnmn sis lines deep, in rear of 
Schofleld's extreme left. Passing northward on the Ala- 
toona road b^ond our lines it faced eastward and ad- 
vanced. Its skirmishers, howerer, soon developed a line of 
strong intrenchmenta reaching beyond its front, and as the 
orders to the division were to avoid a direct asaanlt on 
fortified lines, it was withdrawn from the sight of the ene- 
my. Wood now moved abont a mile still farther to the 
left, his supports doing the same, and he again formed, 
Hazen's brigade being in front and &oing nearly sonth. 
This time the reconnoisaance by Oenerals Howard and Wood 
seemed to show that they overlapped the Confederate line, 
and Howard determined to attack. Johnson's division was 
in echelon on Wood's left, Scribner'a brigade in front, and 
was to advance also, keeping its relative position. McLean's 
brigade, the snpport on the right, was ordered to show itself 
in an open place in fnll view of the enemy's works, to at- 
tiBct their attention and draw their fire. When the pre- 
parations were complete, and the troops had rested a few 
minates, the order to advance to the attack was given. 
Hazen led boldly forward, and the enemy's skirmishers 
were qnickly driven within the works, which be promptly 
Bssaolted. His left seemed still to ontflank the position, 
and it poshed forward confident of success. The movement 
of Johnson's division still farther to the left brought it near 
to Pickett's Mill on a tributary of Pumpkin Vine Creek, and 



the leading brigade (Soribnei's) reoeiviDg a fire in flank 
ttom acroBfl the stream, halted and faced in that direction to 
protect itself. Thia left that flank of Wood nnsnpported, 
and he too yna met with a withering fire from that direc- 
tion. Thtongh some mistake Uoliean's movement on the 
right did not result as expected, and Wood's column was 
BSBailfid with a fnrions croea-fire of artilleiy and mnaketi; 
in fzoai and on both flanks. Wood was forced to retire, 
which he did deliberately, and halted upon a ridge a little 
in rear and on the right ; Johnson oonneoted with him, oon< 
tinning the line, with the left cnrring backward and mak- 
ing a strong refused flank in the direction of the mill and 
the creek. 

Whilst this movement was in progress a strong demon- 
stration was making by Newton's and Stanley's divisions of 
Howard's corps, to keep the enemy occupied in their front, 
though no serious attack was made. Ooi, temporarily com- 
manding the Twenty-third Corps, swung his left forward 
aa Wood advanced. Hascall's division, which had been 
refused, now straightening out, and the whole advanced, 
pivoting npon the right of the corps, into a new position 
oontinuons with the advanced ground which Howard had 
gained, bnt with a considerable gap between. McLean had 
left Howard's command when the attack had been aban- 
doned, tegarding his connection with it as limited to the 
day, and his men being without rations. Howard, with 
some reason, complained of this, and UcLean's brigade was 
placed by the Commandant of the Twenty-third Corps in 
rear of the gap in the line, with orders to support either 
command in case of need, and the whole front was covered 
by a strong connected chain of skirmishers and pickets. 

The affair was a costly one, for Howard reported a total 
loss of about fifteen hundred. The ground gained was 
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neTertheleas veiy valuable, for it enabled the vhole left 
ving to swing forward so for aa to cover and conceal the 
extension of Sherman's line toward the Aokworth road, and 
protected the Alatoona road upon which his caTaliy were 
operating. Howard supposed that he had brought off all 
his wounded, but Johnston claims that seventy fell into his 
hands, being concealed in a little hollow closb to the enem j's 
line, and corered bj the flre of his troops, and that a hnn- 
dred and forty prisoners were tc^en at the some place. 
This very closely agrees with General Wood's list of missing. 
The Confederate accounts of the affitir show that what 
Howard and Wood supposed to be the eztremitj of the 
enemy's line was only an angle of his works, which there 
made a sharply refused flank. Cleburne's division had been 
sent &om Hardee's corps to reinforce Johnston's extreme 
right, and on the approach of Wood's division, Cleburne 
moved out in rear, taking position where Wood, to reach 
him, must expose his right flank to the Are of Hindman's 
division of Hood's corps, which held the re-entrant at the 
angle referred to, where was also a battery of artillery. 
Oranbeny's brigade of Texans checked Hazen in front, 
whilst Wheeler's dismounted cavalry made the flank attack 
upon Johnson's division at Pickett's Mill. This gave time 
to move other troops of Hood's around Cleburne to attack 
Wood on his left flank also.' Had Johnson noticed that he 
was first attacked in flank by cavalry only, and pnshed 
Scribner'a brigade straight on in support of Hazen, whilst 
he took oare of the horsemen with another brigade of his 
division, the determined attack of the Fourth Corps men 



1 0enenl 1. B. JohDitnn in hie ITanmUTe ajn tbM Folk bid b> 
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voold probably liave been saocessfoL The gronnd, howevei; 
vas a dense wood broken into ravines, where nothing coold 
be seen, and where the embanaaaments were soareely less 
than in a night attack. Under the aircnmstanoes the 
wonder is, not that the attack failed, it is rather that Howard 
waa able to withdraw in order, carrying off his wottsded ; 
and that he did so prorea the magnifloent steadinees and 
coniage o( his offloers and men. 

The attack of Hooker at New Hope Ohorch, and this of 
Howard at Fiokett's Mill were both made in column of 
brigades or demi-br^^adee. The reenlt in .both cases de- 
monstrated that is a difflonlt and wooded oonnti;, and 
especially against intrenched lines, the column had little, 
if any advantage over a single line of eqnal front. It conld 
not chargewith the ensemUewhich conld give it momentum, 
and its depth was therefore a disadvantage, since it ex- 
posed masses of men to flie who were wholly unable to fire 
in return. Since the office of breastworks is to give the 
defence an advantage bj holding the assailant under fire 
from which the defenders ate ooTered, the relative strength 
of the two is so changed that it is within bounds to say that 
such works as were constantly built by the contending 
forces in Oeoi^^ia made one man in the trench fully eqnal 
to three or four in the assault. Each party learned to act 
upon this, and in all the later operations of the campaign 
the commanders held their troops responsible for making 
it practically good. The boasts, on either side, that a bri- 
gade or division reptdsed three or four that attacked it, 
must always be read with this imderBtandiiig. The troops 
in the works would be proven to be iaferior to their assail- 
ants if they did not repulse a force several times greater than 
their own. 

From this time till Hood saooeeded Johnston in command 
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of th« Confederate foroee, troops were almost never massed 
for am Bssanlt on either side. The attack near Eenesaw on 
Jnne 27th is perhaira the only exception. The nsnal forma' 
tion was in two lines, the second onlj half as strong as the 
first and kept imder cover from fire till the front line need- 
ed instant help. Goming np then with a msh, it would 
sometimes give the advance a new impulse which would 
carry it over obstacles that it coold not otherwise have snr- 
mounted. On the other hand, an attack in column was 
quickly seen to have only a narrow front, and the right and 
left of the defensive line was stripped of troops to strengthen 
the i>oint of danger, or to attack in flank the advancing 
column. So for was this practice carried that a line of 
earthworks was often held by a skirmish line alone, with 
such reserve of troops near at hand as conld qnicklymove to 
and fill the trench at a menaced point. 

The character of the intrenchments changed by the nat- 
ural increase of experience and the edncation which it gave. 
It did not take long to learn the advantage which cover 
gave, when rifled arms had more than doubled the range of 
effective Are. In the open, a covered line oonld be sure of 
crippling an attacking force whilst it was passing over eight 
bnndred or a thousand yards, so that its power to harm 
Tould be gone before it reached the ditch. In the woods, 
an abattis or entanglement in front of the breastwork pro- 
duced Uie same effect by delaying and holding the enemy 
eo long under fire that he was no longer formidable when 
the obstmotion was passed. 

From the combat at New Hope Church onward, it may be 
said that every advanced line on both sides intrenched itself 
as soon as a position was assumed. On our side the prac- 
tical method was this. A division having been moved to a 
place it was eipected to hold, the general in command, by a 



rapid recoimoissanoe of the topoeraphy, determiiiei] the 
moat available line for defence, and directed brigade com- 
manders to form their troops npon it, following the ontline 
of the gronnd and making snoh angles, salient or re-ent»Qt^ 
as it required. The sUrmish line waa kept in front, thf 
reet staoked arms a few pacaa in rear of the intended plaot. 
for the breastwork, intrenching tools were token tron 
wagons that accompanied the ammnnition train, or were 
carried hj the troops in the movement, and each company 
was ordered to cover its own front Trees were felled and 
trimmed, and the logs, often two feet thick, rolled into the 
line. The timber revetment was nsnally tonr feet high, and 
the earth thrown from the ditch in front varied in thickness 
according to the ezpoanre. 'When likely to be sabjected to 
artillery fire it was from ten to thirteen feet thick at base, 
and three feet less on the npper line of the parapet. Skids 
or poles, resting on the top of the revetment at right angles 
to it, anstained a head-log, a horizontal loophole for flring 
nndet it being abont three inches wide. The skids, when 
left in place, served to prevent the head-log from falling 
npon the men in the line if it were knocked off by a cannon- 
ball. The timber in front was then slashed so as to fall out- 
ward, making an entanglement which was too heavy tor re- 
moval, and which ntterly broke the formation of any line 
attempting to pass it. Indeed, it woold be only painfully 
and slowly that single men could clamber through it. As 
the troops became familiar with the work, they were able to 
cover themselves with an intrenchment of thia kind within 
an hour from the time they stacked arms. 

Cironmstancea would, of conise, vary the character of 
theee lines, and in special cases the engineers would plan 
particular works. The usual custom, however, was that 
stated, and the intelligence of the soldiers was sooh that 
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theii ^e for a position was often as quick and keen aa 
that of any of tlieit officen. Foreign officers, visiting the 
army, often expreaaed their amazement at aeeing the troops 
of the line doing instantly and withont engineering assist- 
ance That was elsewhere done by a corps of sappen nndei 
direction of the scientiflo stafll 

The Confederate troops were differently sitoated and pro- 
ceeded a little differently. Anticipating the necessity of re- 
treating to a new line, Johnston directed his Chief Engineer, 
Colonel Prestmau, to prepare it beforehand. It was care- 
fnlfy surveyed and marked from near Powder Springs to 
Ziost Uoontain, thence to Pine Mountain and Eenesaw; 
making a cnrre facing the northwest, and six or seven miles 
in tear of the lines at New Hope Chorch. Still another line 
was afterward located in the same way along Kickajack Creek, 
and yet others at the Chattahoochee, Peach Tree Creek, 
and Atlanta. In the conetmotion of these the Confederate 
engineers used the Oeorgia militia and impressed negroes ; 
and in some respects they were even more elaborate than 
those built by the National army. At exposed places they 
were covered by ckssaiLc-de-frise, made of logs piei'ced with 
sharpened spokes, and by sharpened paHsadea along the 
ditch. This, however, was exceptional, and the general 
character of the works was the same on both sides. No dear 
understanding of this remarkable campaign can be had, un- 
less the difficult character of the country and the formida- 
ble nature of these artificial defences are remembered. It 
has seemed wrath while to anticipate a little in order to give 
an idea of their construction, and to save recurrence to the 
snbjeot. 

The fighting of three days had folly developed Johnston's 
line, and proven to Sherman that the three Confederate 
floips were all in his front, with defensive w<»ks which it 
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Tu nnwiae to Bss&nlt. He detetmined to traiufer troops 
from his light to hia left, and bj crowding in beyond John- 
ston's right Bank, gain control of the Ackwortb roacL ^Hieii 
this should be done, Slair'a (Seventeenth) corps of the Army 
of the Tenueaaee could be moved from Bome, which it was 
approaching, and be used to effect the oocnpation of Ala- 
toona Teea and the reboilding of the railway bridge over 
the Etowah. 

In the extension of the line to the left, divisions had been 
used wherever thej were at hand, without reference to ootps 
or army organizations. Howard's ootps was on both sidM 
of Schofield, and Johnson's division of Palmer's was at the 
extreme left, whilst Davis was with MoFherson at the right, 
several miles awa^. McPherson was therefore ordered to 
relieve Davis, sending him back to Thomas, and to take 
gronnd farther to the left, relieving part of Hooker's corps, 
which in its tnm conld take the place of Bchofield's (Twenty- 
third), and this, passing beyond the Army of the Comber- 
land, would become the extreme left flank again. Supply 
trains were ordered to be concentrated at Burnt Hickory, so 
that Baird's division of the Fourteenth Corps, which was 
there, could protect them all, and Hov^'s division of the 
Twenty-third conld be bronght to the front. 

It happened that as McPherson was preparing to execute 
his part of this plan, on the afternoon of the 28th, Johnston, 
Buspectiug that onr right was withdrawing, hod directed 
Hardee to make a forced reconnoiasanoe of the lines in bis 
front and ascertain if they were still strongly held. Hardee 
ordered Bate's division out for this purpose, and the latter 
formed his three brigades in separate colnnms. Bate ordered 
his brigade commanders to await a given signal, which was 
to be given, it seems, by ArmHtrong, whose brigade of cav- 
alry, dismounted, Med to penetrate between the National 
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OBvalry and the right flank of Iiogan's carpe. On hearing 
the signal they were to advance rapidly against the lines 
before them. Amtstrong was received with a cannonade 
and flre of nmeketry so spirited that each of the brigade 
commanders supposed that all of the troops but his own 
were engaged, and ordered the aaeaalt of the works. The 
error cost them dear. 

Logan's corps was fonned with Harrow's division on his 
right, that of ]tforgaa L. Smith in the centre, and Osterhaus 
on the left. The toad from Dallas to Marietta ran oat 
thtongh the centre of the corps, and the Villa Bica road on 
the right. The latter ran np a ridge carving toward the 
south, and continued to ascend for a considerable distance 
after passing beyond Logan's line. IfcPherson had not 
thought it practicable to extend hia flank far enough to in- 
clude the highest crest of the ridge, and Sste's left brigade 
charged along the line of the road, coming down hill upon 
Waloutt's brigade which held that part of Harrow's line. 
Three guns of the First Iowa battery had been run out near 
the skirmish line, and their supports being driven back, the 
guns were temporarily in the enemy's hands, though they 
were unable to cany them off. The assault was made in 
column of regiments, and was only checked dose to Wal- 
cutt'a breastworks, by the withering front and flank flre of 
the division. The combat raged tor half an hour, when the 
enemy retreated, having suffered terrible loss. Similar at- 
tacks upon Smith's and Osterhaus's divisions followed with- 
in a few minutes, but they also were repulsed. The enemy, 
however, charged np to Smith's breastworks with the most 
determined courage, and though suffering terribly, was not 
driven back till he had inflicted considerable loss upon us, 
some of our bravest and best officers being among the killed 
and wounded. Logan reports that he buried om 800 of the 
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enemy in his froat and took 97 prisonen. He estimated the 
whole of Hardee's loss at 2,000, which would not be esces- 
siTe if the nsnal proportion between killed and wonnded wm 
maintained. The losses of a Eentnck; brigade, one of the 
asaanlting columns, were so great that the memory of the 
engagement, as one almost destmotive to it, was treated u 
a caose of special aoirow by the Confederate offloeia and 
soldiers long after the var. The reports to Johnston, how- 
eret, do not seem to have been fall, for he speaks of Bate's 
loss as " some three hundred, killed and wonnded." 

To oorer the withdrawal of Bate's division, Hardee sent 
fcnwwd other troops, and MoFherson reported the engage- 
ment as an active one along the whole extent of the Fif- 
teenth and Sixteenth Corps. Logan's loss aggregated 379 
killed, wpnnded, and miasii^; those of the Sixteenth 
Corps were not separately enumerated in the reports. In 
the evening, after the afibir was over, McPherson wrote to 
Sherman that he regarded it impracticable to move that 
night in puiBoance of the previous plan, unless imperative 
neceesitj demanded it, and by the direction of the Qeneral- 
in-Chief the movement was delayed for a few days. In the 
interim the time was improved by the Army of the Ten- 
nessee in pt^ariug interior lines by means of which they 
were able to withdraw without difflcnlty when the order was 
finally given. 

Davis's division was also nnable to withdraw on the 28th, 
though he had, after sharp skirmishing, put Mitehell's bri- 
gade in a strong position half way between himself and 
Hooker, where he was very useful in covering the subse- 
quent transfer of troops from the right flank. The Confed- 
erate attack from Hardee's corps was accompanied by strong 
demonstrations all along the line, made by well-supported 
shinnish lines, though there was no other serious attack. 
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The BBm« night Hood's corps was moved oat from its place 
in line, and paased to the rear beyond Johnston's right flank 
with the purpose of attacking Sherman's extreme left. His 
place was filled bj Folk and Hardee, the whole Oonfedetate 
anay thus taking gronnd to their right to meet the parallel 
movement of Sherman. Hood had supposed that Thomas's 
left was over the creek at Pickett's Mill, but, learning that 
it was not, he did not purstie his march, and was re- 
called. The hostile lines were so closely applied to each 
other that this night movement was discovered, and all were 
on the alert. The night following (May 29th) another effort 
was made against UcPhetson, and the alarm ran down the 
whole line. Nearly all of Johnston's batteries opened from 
right to left, and Bkirmiah lines were poshed up close to 
Sherman's works. The night was dark, and along the centre, 
where the yalley was open, the flashing artillery from the 
hill-tops and the flying and bursting shells made a magnifi- 
cent spectacle, but it ended in display. It drew fire enongh 
from MoPherBon to prove that he was still there, and this 
was probably all that the enemy intended by it. Along the 
rest of the line the batteries responded and the troops were 
on the alert, bnt in an hour or two the noise subsided, ex- 
cept that a desultoiy picket-fire was kept up till morning. 

In the midst of these incessant alarms the positions of the 
corps were rectified, and those minor changes made which 
were necessary preparations for extending the National lines 
eastward ; bnt the month closed upon a sitnation sabston- 
tially the same. Sherman was sure of being able to transfer 
his forces systematically from one flank to the other, he was 
ready to seize Alatoona Fobs with his cavalry, and a new 
base upon the railroad was practically secnre. It had been 
a hard month's work. Every day had brought its combat, 
and, in the latter part of it, the army bad lived day and 
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night tmdet flie. The giuns had been solid, however, and 
the ootmtty felt that the oampaign vmo, so tar, a miccesB. 
The loases had been 9,000 in all forme, of which lees than 
two thonsand were killed, and a large part of the wounded 
soon returned to Uie ranks. 

Johnston gives the number of his killed dnring the month 
of lUaj aa 720, and hia wounded as 1,670, bat this is in his 
infantry alone. Add to this the prisoners oaptnred b; the 
National forces, which onght to appear in his report as 
"missing," and which Sherman states at 3,250, together 
with hie oarali; losses, 'Wheeler's 420, and Jackson's at 
least as man;, and his total loss amounts to 9,180. Hood 
and Jefferson Davis make a lai^er estimate, bnt the figures 
given show that his losses were nnmerioall; greater than 
those of the National forces, and, of coarse, mnch larger 
in proportion to the size of his armj. 
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On the Ist of Jime, Stoneman occupied Alatoona with hia 
oarahy, ajid, taking a strong poeitioii in the pasa, vas able 
to cover the repair of the railway from Eingston to the 
Stowah, which was JTmnfiitiatnly began. The nest day 
Shraman nsnmed in eameat his flanlung movement to the 
left. Mcpherson's Army of the Tennessee relieved Hooker's 
corps, and with Davis's division oocnpied the whole line 
vhioh Hooker and Schofield had held. Schofleld having all 
three of the divisions of the Twenty-third Corps onited, 
moved to the vicinity of the Burnt Chnrch, at the crossing of 
the Alatoona road with that leading from Bnmt Hickory to 
Muietta. Here he formed the corps in line, Hove/s divi- 
sion on the right, Cox's in the centre, and Hascall's on the left. 
Hooker's corps meanwhile hod come np and was in support 
of Schofield. The latter then advanced, gniding his left by 
the Marietta road. The movement was sharply contested 
by the Coniederates, bnt Schofield pressed steadily for- 
ward till his centre division crossed Alatoona Cieek close to 
the Dallas and Aokworth road. Here he came npon an in- 
trenched position of the enemy oovering the forks of the 
xoad The men dsshed throngh the creek in the midst of a 
fnrions thonderstorm, which made it difficnlt to distinguish 
between the diaohargoa of the enern/a artillery at close 
quarters and the lattling thunder. The slope beyond was 
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wooded, ftnd the fortifled line waa found to be a hundred 
and flftf yatde beyond the top of the bank. Cox's diviaion 
vas halted uid ordered to intrench where it was, fachig 
soatheaaterl;. EaaoaU's, whioh had been left a little in 
rear I17 the swinging morement, advanced till it came into 
line, and intrenched idso. The same was done hj Hovej's 
division on the right The movement had been followed by 
Booker in sapport, and Bntterfield'a division was placed in 
echelon on Hascall's left. 

80 dense had been the wood throngh whioh the centra 
moved that skirmuherB two hundred feet in advance of the 
line oonld not be seen, and the direction conld onlj be kept 
hj compass. Even then the skirmish line took ground to 
the left, and partly nncovered the front without being aware 
of it. The Division Gonmiander, noticing that the dropping 
skirmish fire was ceasing, spurred fonrard to see it the 
okirmishera were in position. Crossing a little ravine he 
"Waa met by the Are of the enemy's picket at pistol range, 
and Captain Sanndeis, the Division Adjntant-Oeneral, fell 
mortally wonnded. To wheel, meet the line and deploy 
ffoward a fresh line of skirmishers was the work of a mo- 
ment; bnt the incident proved how precarious and blind 
all movements in anch a tangled wilderness must be, and 
what constant risk there was of accidents like that which 
befell McPherson later in the season. 

The second line was halted on the north bank of the 
Btream, but the storm ohanged the creek in half an hour 
into an nufoidable torrent. The knowledge of this gave 
speed to the exertions of the flrat line to strengthen their 
breastworks, and they did so nnder a galling fire of both 
cannoQ and small arms. The density of the wood made 
this bat random firing in the main, and the position was 
held throngh the night with comparatively little loss. 
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Wliilst Sohofleld and Hooker were tinu odTftncmg on the 
extreme left, Thomas threw forward Boird's division of 
Palmer's corps beyond Pickett's Mill, and Johnson's (which 
had bent back along the creek) was swnng out to keep pace 
with Baird, so that at the close of the daj the whole line 
had been extended to the left some three miles, and the di- 
Tisions were intrenched securely upon it. 

The CSonfederate trenches east of Pickett's Mill following 
tite commanding lines of the ground, ran nearly due east for 
a mile and then almost directly north to the point which 
Schofleld had reached. One line of this angle conid be 
enfiladed by the Army of the Comberland, and the other by 
the Army of the Ohio. 'When therefore on the following 
day (Jnne 3d) Hooker extended Oeaiy's and Bntterfield's 
divisionfl along the Ackworth road. If cCook's cavalry being 
still farther east, Johnston became satisfied that he conld no 
longer hold the line of New Hope Church. McCook's and 
Stoneman'a troopers reached Ackworth on the 3d, captnring 
a few vedettes, and finding the town already abandoned. 
The same day Bchofield transferred Hovey's division to 
his left. Hooker's command being atUl farther ont on that 
flank, and the enemy abandoned the works in the imme- 
diate front of the Twenty-third Corps, falling bock into in- 
trenchmente which were the oontiunation of that above 
Pickett's Mill, and facing dne north. 

This was only preparatory to abandoning the whole tine 
in front of New Hope Church, which was done in the night 
of the 4th, and Johnston retreated to the new positiona 
which his engineers had selected between IJost Mountain 
and Bmsh Mountain, two or three miles north of Kenesaw. 
On this line, Pine Mountain, a high, isolated hill, formed a 
salient near the centre, but as it was somewhat exposed on 
the west, aa advanced line was occnpied southwest of it, 
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crossing the Bmnt Hickory and Marietta road a mile or 
more north of Gi^al Chnroh. This road oroesOB, at the 
ehnroh, the so-called Sandtown road, which from this point 
oontinnes in a sontherlf direction to the Ohattahooohee, 
leaching the town from which it is named, and thenoe 
going on toward Atlanta. 

As soon as it was known that Johnston had been mancen- 
Tred ont of his position, Sherman at once took steps to 
reach the rftilroad at Ackworth. Sohofleld was ordered to 
stand fiist, whilst the Army of the Camberland followed 
Hooker, and the Army of the Tennessee mored somewhat in 
Tear of both, nntil the positions of June 2d were reversed, 
Sohofleld becoming the right of the whole army as he had 
"before been its left. 

On the evening of the 7th McPherson had reached the 
railroad in front of Ackworth, Thomas was sonth of him 
frith his right on the Sandtown road; and Schofleld re- 
mained in his former position, covering the transfer of the 
hospitals and trains to the railroad. The weather was show- 
ery and the roads were beoomii^ very bad. This made the 
change of base all the more opportune, for the way from Kings- 
ton was long and the mud deep. By driving beef cattle " on 
the hoof there had been no lack of rations, except of bread, 
of which the allowance was short in some of the camps. 

Another step in the campaign was thns snccessfnlly 
taken, and the army buckled to its work again with nn- 
bonnded faith in its commander and in itself. Sherman 
ordered Blair to hasten forward from Kingston with the 
Seventeenth Oorps, saying he wanted " to go to Marietta on 
Wednesday or Thnrsday." Several Wednesdays were des- 
tined to pass before Johnston's skilfnl and obstinate defence 
shonld be overcome, bnt every man in the National army 
felt that it waa only a q^neetion of time. The certain^ of 



nltimAte Bnooem was nndonbted. From the 6th to the 9t1i 
of June the several oorps were plonghing throng the mad 
toward the railroad, taking and leoti^ring their positions in 
line. Schofleld kept one of his divisions (Cox's) near the 
erossiiig of the Dallas and Bomt Hickory roads to cover the 
movement of tlie hospitals and tauns, and new field depSts 
were established for the several oommands as follows : Mc- 
Pherson's at Big Shanty Station on the railroad, Thomas's at 
Ackworth, and Sohofield's at Alatoona. Pontoons were laid 
at the Alatoona crossing of the Etowah, and Ool<mel Wright 
promised to have the railway bridge rebuilt by the 12th. 
Blair reached Aekworth with his Seventeenth Oorpe on the 
8th, leaving a brigade as a garrison at Alatoona. He 
brought aboat nine thonsand men in his two divisions, and 
the reinforcement was almost ^aotly equal to Sherman's 
losses np to that time. 

When Johnston evacuated his lines before New Hope 
Ohnroh, the first impression in the army was that his next 
line would be the Chattahoochee Biver, and Sherman shared 
this belief. Beoonnoitring parties soon brought informa- 
tion that the enemy held Fine Mountain and a chain of 
hills eastward, and made it plain that another prolonged 
contest must be had around the commanding spnrs of the 
mountains that covered lAarietta on the north and west 
Alatoona Pass was fortified under the direction of Captain 
Poe, Chief Engineer, and remained an important post during 
the rest of the campaign. Garrard's division of cavalry was 
ordered to report to McPherson, and to cover the operations 
of the Army of the Tennessee on the left flank ; Stoneman's 
was already attached to the Army of the Ohio and covered 
the extreme right ; and McCook's, of the Army of the Cum- 
berland picketed the rear, protecting the orossing of the 
Etowah and covering the fords of that river. 



D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



•ms USES ABOtJND MAWETTA. 96 

On ThiiTBd&j, June lOtb, in accordance with orders isaned 
Uie evening befora, tlie vhole annj moved forward, feeling 
for the eneni7. MePberson, patting Blair's corps on his 
left, marched down the Ackworth and Marietta road through 
the village and station of Big Shantj, and found the Con- 
iederatea oooapTing Brush Honntain in force. In the deep 
Talle; in front of these heists runs Noonday Creek, first 
eastwardlj and then north into the Etowah. A branch of 
the same stream is lonnd behind Bmsh If onntain, separa- 
ting it from the three peaked ridges of Kenesaw and a line 
of hUls east of it. Xiogan's uid Dodge's corps of the Army 
of the Tennessee were on the right of If cPherson, bnt the 
troops of this wing were kept a good deal massed, so that 
they might rapidly extend farther to the left if cironm- 
stances shonld make it of advantage to do so. 

Thomas divided the Army of the Cumberland into three 
colnnms. Palmer's corps on hia left, keeping connection 
with McPherson and following the road to Newton's Mills, 
Howard's in the centre, and Hooker's on the right, mov- 
ing straif^t upon Pine Mountain. The country in which 
Thomas was, included Ute upper waters of Proctor's Creek, 
vhioh takes its rise in the highlands between Eenesaw and 
Fine Mountain, and runs nearly midway between Noonday 
and Alatoona Creeks, oil three seeking their outlets in the 
Etowah. 

Schofleld followed the general course of Alatoona Greek, 
marching from Mount Olivet Chnrch, on the Marietta road 
toward Oilgal, known in the neighborhood as Hard Bliell 
Church. TTia Twenfy-third Corps was consolidated into 
two divisions, Horey having become discontented and ask- 
ing to be relieved. Hasoall's division followed the road 
southward from Kemp's Mills, and Cox, on the extreme 
tight of the anuy, morohed from Alatoona Chorch 1^ the 



Sondtown toftd. On this flank the enemy was fonnd in 
position jnst over Alatoona Creek, in a line o( intrencli- 
menta fooing nortliweBt, abont a mile in front of Gilgal 
Obnrch. Stoneman'a caTaliy reconnoitred toward Iiost 
Honntain, wliere lines of intrenclunents were also fonnd, 
though th^ were not held bj infonttj. 

Johnston seeing the movement of the National foroes by 
their left flank, rightly interpreted its meaning, and con- 
centrated his infantry between Gilgal and Brosh Manntain. 
Hardee's left was at the chnioh. Bate's division occupied 
Pine Monntain and constitnted the right of that corps. 
Polk's corps extended from that point across the railway to 
the Ackworth and Ifarietta wi^on load, where his right 
rested. Noonday Creek covering part of his front. Hood's 
corps was the Confederate right, and was massed behind 
Noonday Creek and along the base of Bmsh Sfonntain, 
awaiting events. Wheeler's cavalry covered the Confederate 
right, and Jackson's was on the left. 

In front of the centre and left of the National army the 
oonntrywaa rough, almost monntainona. On the right it 
was hilly, bnt less diffictdt. The Confederate lines toward 
the Honthweal followed the line of the watershed, heretofore 
described, and could only be approached by crossing the 
ravines, which were generally parallel to Johnsbm's front. 
The general trend of the mountains is continued in the 
lower ridges, and the watercourses furrowing their way be- 
tween the hills And outlets to the north or the south, whilst 
the prevailing course of these valleys continues to be nearly 
northeast and southwest. The country to the east of Mari- 
etta was in some respects the most favorable for Sherman's 
approach, and his movements showed that he thought seri- 
ously of using it ; but the line of the railway from Kingston 
would have been a good deal exposed, for it ran parallel to 
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the river for BereisI miles, and had the National forces moved 
to the east of Itlarietta, Kingston and the Etowah with its 
Domerona fords would have been nearer to Johnston than to 
Sherman. These oonsidetations settled the question of 
etrategy, and determined the National commander to oper- 
ate bj his right flank. 

Continnona drenching rains and storms had lasted from 
the 4th of the month, and the roads were fast becoming im- 
passable. Streams were np and the woods and fields so 
soaked with water that activity was impossible. Singnlarlj, 
too, the winds were chilling, even cold, blowing from the 
east and bringing from the ocean an endless snoaession of 
pouring showers. The Northern troops were finding their 
summer in Georgia quite unlike their anticipation of the 
" smmj South," but waited patiently, strengthening their 
lines whilst the bickering skirmish fire went on. On the 
11th, the Etowah bridge was completed. Colonel Wright 
having more than made good his promise, and the next daj 
the whistle of the locomotive was heard at Big Shanty, 
notifying friend and foe that Sherman's suj^lies were now 
close in rear of hia line. 

On Tuesday, the Uth, there was a partial cessation of the 
rain, and Sherman directed strongly supported skirmish 
lines to be advanced, and the whole front to be moved as 
close to the enemy's works as possible, but without direct 
assault of fortifications unless some specially favorable 
opportunity should occur. Thomas pushed forward the 
ri^t of Falmtn's corps and the left of Howard's into the re- 
entrant angle between Pine Uoontain and the Gonfedeiate 
works east of it, adt^ncing until the forces on the mountaiii 
were in danger of being quite separated from the rest of 
the line. The right and left wings of the army drove back 
(he outposts and pickets in their front, and made neir 
IX.— S 



tMoohw for themselTes dose to (he enemj. As tlie lu^ 
pomta held bj the Oonfederatea orarlooked the camps of 
oax army, the oitilleiy were ordered to open npou gronps 
Thioh seemed to be recoanoiteiiog. It happened that 
Johnston with Hardee and Folk were npon Pine Monntain 
dniing the moremeat of the 14th, and Lientenant-Oeneral 
Polk was killed hj a oannon-ball from one of Oeneial 
Thomas's batteries. The conference between the Confed- 
erato generals had been at Hardee's instance, as he thought 
Bate's division in danger of being cat o^ and the adTanoe 
of Thomas's troops onlj confirmed the opinion. Daring the 
night the position was abandoned and Bate's division placed 
in reserre. General Polk, a Tenuesseean, had been Bishop 
in the Protestant Episcopal Church before the war, bat he 
had received a military ednoation in early life, and that 
oircmnstance led him to tender his services as a soldier to 
the Confederate Government. His influence was large aad 
his example inflnenced a multitude of followeis in a State 
where Union sentiments had prevailed down to the actual 
beginning of hostilities. A consin of a former Freaideat 
of the United States, his position in Ghnroh and State made 
him an important personage in the Confederacy. A higher 
military rank was given him than his experience or abilities 
as a soldier wonld alone have warranted, and it was rather 
as a citizen than as a general that his loss was severely felt 
in the South. Xioring, his senior division commander, 
succeeded temporarily to the corps, but General S. D. Lee 
was soon after assigned to the permanent command. 

On the morning of the 15th, Thomas moved his line for- 
ward beyond Pine Mountain. The advance guard of the 
enemy held the trenches connecting their principal lines 
with Pine Uonntain and some other detached works which 
had been made to cover these. Hooker's corps inarched 
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flgunst these works, and after a sharp engagement carried 
them. He then poshed C^eaiy's diTiajon against the prinoi- 
pal line, bnt fonnd it too strong, and after a gallant effort 
Geary was forced to retire with a loss of seTeial hondred 

Meanwhile Sohofleld ordered Oox's division of the 
Twenly-third Corps to try the works in his front, snpported 
by HaeoaU. A line of the enemy's skirmishers was driven 
from a hill beyond Alatoona Creek which proved an excel- 
lent position for utillery.a cross fire being obtained and 
directed npcm the Confederate intrenehments, and under 
cover of this the division was able to can; the line with 
comparatively small loss, capturing a nnmber of prisoners. 
On this flank Johnston's troops were now driven back into 
their principal defences at Ctilgal Chnrch. Stoneman'a 
cavalry was skirmishing and advancing toward IJost Moun- 
tain, to which the enemy still held fost. 

Thomas's centre and left drove back Loring's corps from a 
aimilar line of oatworks, making more than a mile of ing- 
ress, and, connecting witb McPherson, applied the National 
line so closely to that of the enemy that there was the same 
constant and irritating skirmish going on which had been 
so marked near New Hope Church. 

Blair's fresh^ arrived corps formed the extreme left of 
McPherson, and simultaneous with the advance of the rest 
of the line on the 14th, the Army of the Tennessee moved 
forward. Force's brigade of Ijeggett's division was the 
flank of the movement, and Foroe, pushing forward the 
Thirtieth niinois with a dashing charge, carried a spur of 
the hills before him, taking in reverse a long line of io- 
toenched skirmishers of Hood's corps, and forcing the whole 
to foil back behind Noonday Creek. On the 16th, a divi- 
sion of Logon's (fifteenth) corps was passed to the left of 
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Blair, aod the ezloeme flank of the Army of the Tenneesea 
on that side was well lapped beyond tlie Confederate right. 

In the advance of IjIcPherson's left, whicli immediatelj 
followed the gaining of the hill by Force, his line ran over 
and captored the Fortieth Alabama regiment, 330 atroDg. 

Johnston's left had now become the weak part of hia line, 
for his troops were not niuuerona enoogh to enable him to 
hold the trenches beyond Gilgal Ghnrch in any great force, 
thongh Hardee made that position very strong by reontring 
his line and making an interior retrenchment covering the 
first on the extreme flank. Jackson's cavaby had to be de- 
pended npon to hold Lost Mountain, and to gnard the line 
between there and Oilgal, and Stoneman was keeping them 
bnsy. On the 16th, Schofield moved Hascall's division to 
his right, some distance clear of the rest of his line, and 
then sharply advancing the left brigade of that division, and 
swinging forward the right of Cox's at the same time, got 
poaseBaion of hig^ gronnd, from which hia artillery was 
able to enfilade a good deal of Hardee's line, taking part of 
it in reverse, and also to sweep the road from Oilgal to 
Marietta. for a considerable distance. 

With his nsnal pmdenoe and foresight, Johnston had pre- 
pared for this contingency, by constmcting in advance a 
new line of earth-works behind Mnd Creek. These trenches 
left the old line near Hardee's right, and bending sonth 
from a hi^ point on the watershed, followed the east bank 
of the creek for enough to cross the direct road from Mari- 
etta to New Hope Church by way of Lost Moontoin. Hardee 
vas drawn back into this line on the night of the 16th. His 
extreme left, by this wheel to the rear, was retired about 
three miles from its former position. 

Thomas and Schofield were both on the alert, and early 
on the next morning the tight wing of the Kational army 

> In BhemiKn'H d«ipBtch€H (Report of C<>ininiu«e on Condnct of the War) tbli 
reslment i» snld to be the 14th— probebly «■ enoc In oopjlin. The 14th Alabiinu 
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followed Hftrdee Tigoroiulj, bnuhiiig fiin-j JaokaoD's ca?- 
bIij, which was hardly able to retard tbe'^draDce notice- 
ably, and only enlivened it t^ a skinnishili^^FfKiBition, Qie 
noise of the batteries, aa they mored Baathwai;d'''i^™ 1*111 to 
hill, telling plainly of the advance of Sherman'a right"along 
the Sandtown road. Near Derl^s honae the road; to ^aii- 
etta was reached, and Sohofield ordered his advance^-^T^r 
eion (CSoz'a) to take it and try to find the enemy's fl^ak- 
The valley of Mnd Creek was aeon reached. The Btreai»-; 
flows nearly due sontb in a deep valley which here widens ' 
out, a bend of the ereek washing aa almost precipitcne cliff, 
on which Hardee had posted his extoeme left with batteries 
of artillery in position. This fortress covered a mile or 
more of the open bottom land through which the road ran ; 
but between the two hilly banka the erosion of the atream 
had left a bare ronnded hill nearly as high as the otheiH. 
Si^ofield's men advanced rapidly aoroas the open ground to 
the protection of this mamehn, where the division was de- 
pk^ed in two lines, and made to lie down in eloee anpport 
of Oockerill'a battery of Ohio artillery, which nnlimbered 
jnst below the creat that made for them an admirable para- 
pet, over which nothing but the mnzzlea of the gons were 
-visible from the front Soon after a battery from the Twen- 
tieth Corps came to the same position, bnt, not taking the 
precaution to ose the cover of the creat of the hill, anffered 
80 much from the enemy's fire that it was forced to with- 
draw. Oockerill maintained the artillery dnel in a most 
'brilliant manner for an honr, when he silenced the gnns op- 
posed to him, and the deployment of the inhntiy went on. 
Hooker's corps ooonpied the whole front of Hardee's left^ 
and Schofield advancing Hascall's division in close support 
of the other, gained the creat between Und Creek and Nosea 
Chreek. Hardee drew back his left flank, making a sharp 
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crotchet in his lioe^.tbe angle beii^ at the fortiifled point 
ftbore deooribed, and hong on to his position during the 
neztda^. -,>." 

In front d£.,Fabner'B and Howard's ooips of the Annj of 
the Oomberland, the union of Hardee's new line with the 
old intr^chments vas found to make a salient an^e, and 
bi{U-ip- front were so situated that Thomas's battcoiee might 
-QVBJibed in getting an enfilading fire upon the faces of it. 

- J,<fhn8ton, therefore, regarded il untenable, and Oolcmel 

- Freatman, his engineer, was already at work on Uie 17th, 
traoing a new contour for fortificationB destined to be the 
Ust of the lines around Marietta, though not the last north, 
of the Obattahooohee. He was not flowed the opportunity 
to retire at leisure, however, for on the ISth, early in the 
moniing, upon indications that the enemy was preparing to 
withdraw, Howard threw forward Wood's and Newton's divi- 
sions, whose strongly sapported line of skirmishers vera 
able by a msb to cany the line in their front, oaptnring 
about fifty prisoners. Several connter-chargea were made in 
the hope of regaining the line, but ib«j were repulsed. 
During the day and night batteries were worked into the 
commanding positions above referred to. As soon as the 
skimiiahers of the two divisions had gained the enemy's 
works in the moniing, Harker, of Newton's division, without 
waiting for orders, depleted two regiments to hold and se- 
cure the ground that was gained, and Howard, seeing the 
advantage, ordered up the whole of Newton's division in 
their support. The line thus earned was the trench at and 
near the junction of the old works with the new, and which 
was held by the enemy as an advanced line before their 
principal intrenchments, in a position they oonld not afford 
to abandon on account of its relation to the salient alnady 
dmoribed. During the night, Newton's men made the posi- 
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tion stroi^, and before mor&mg were fiimlj placed witltin 
abont a hundred jards of the main line in their frcmt. 

These adrantages were decisive, and Johnston lost no time 
in getting his forces into the trenches which his engineer 
had marked oat still closer to Ifarietta. They moved to the 
rear daring the night, leavii^, as usual, a strong skirmiah 
line with supports to hold the old works and delay the ad- 
vance of the National army. The key of the new Confeder- 
ate line was Kenesaw Honntoin, which is the snmmit ol 
the watershed, and whose wood-covered sides, breaking 
down into deep ravines, made an impregnable military posi- 
tion, whilst its summit, overlooking the ooontry in all direc- 
tions, made concealment of movements on Shemmn's part 
nest to impossible. The railway ooming from the north 
turns back to the northeast between Eeneaaw and Brush 
Monntain, till passing beyond the flank of the former it 
again curves to the sonth, a couple of miles north of Mati- 
etta. The mountain was occupied by Loring's (formerly 
Polk's) corps, French's division holding its sonthwestem 
slope and part of the oreet, Walthall's continuing the line 
along the ridge, and Loring's own (conunonded by Feather- 
ston) reaching down the northeastern slope to the railroad. 
Sood's corps held the high upland east of the railway, 
looking down into the branches of Noonday Creek, which 
skirted the eastern port of Bmsh Monntain, and facing the 
Tidge of that hill. Hood's troops were not deployed as mnch 
as Iioring's, thoagh their right reached for enough eastward 
to cover the Marietta and Canton wagon road. The divi- 
sions were massed, ready to be naed promptly as a moving 
column if necessary. Hardee's corps was the left of the 
Oonfederate army, and his divisions from left to right 
'W'ere Cheatham's, Olebnme'a, Bate's, and Walker's, ,the 
^tter connecting with Loring at the base of Kenesaw. 
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Anm the monnbun sontlnnrd his fnmt ma corered by 
Noses Greek, now swollen to the dimenmonB ot a river hj 
the inoessant nuns. The road bom Muietta to Loet Monn- 
tain ran throngh the intranohmente near Hardee's right, 
and his left rested on high gronnd above a branch of Noses 
Creek, which rises in the town. A glance at the map will 
show that in these retreating morements the oontonr of the 
coontiy made it neoessary for Johnston to retire his left 
more than his right, Hardee having swung backward six or 
eight miles, whilst Hood had not needed to move moie than 
two. The cnrre of defeDsive lines about Marietta had now 
become nearl; a semioiicle fikcing the west, bat considera- 
bly nearer the town on the north. In front of the principal 
line was eveai more than the nsnal number of lunettes and ad- 
vanced works on sputa and oommandiiig hills, and a marvel- 
Ions indnsti7 had been used in oovering the whole with 
abattis and entanglements of slashed forest trees. 

Aa soon as the movement of Johnston was known, early on 
the 19th, the centre and wings of the National army were all 
in motion likewise. The pouring rain had not ceased siaoe 
the beginning of the month, and the whole country was a 
qnagmire. Streams that were ordinarily dry at this season 
of the year were now formidable obstmctions. Tbo 
"lagnnes" in the hollows were dangerons quicksands in 
which artillery and horses were in peril of being utterly en- 
golfed. The supply trains for Thomas's right and foT 
Sohofleld toiled painfoUy along wberev^ solid ground 
coold be found, leaving the impassable roads ita new tracks, 
which a few trains made in their tnm impassably until the 
whole country between Alatoona and the centre and right of 
the army was a wilderness of mire in which the original 
toads could not be traced. 

The 19th of June was occupied in a skirmishing advaaoe, 
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driring (he enen^s Tew gnaid from the old trenches and 
feeling the vsj forward to new positions. The next day 
Blair's corps was advanced stoongl; on MoFherson's left, 
Zieggetfs division being on the extreme Soak. Foroe'a 
brigade was directed to ooonpf a hill aomevhat east of the 
direct line of advance, and marohing rapidlj forward, after 
a brisk skirmishing fight carried the orest, and fonnd that 
thej were overlooking a combat between Garrard's oavalr; 
and Wheeler's, which waa one of the moat fiercely contested 
of the campaign. Qeneral Leggett being informed of this, 
sQCceeded in getting a battety np the hill, and opening with 
spherioal oaae ehot on the CSonfederate horsemen, was able 
to give Garrard timelj assistance. Bnt Leggett's divergent 
movement had carried him so for to the left and front that 
the other wing of the corps took him to be the enemj, and 
opened with artillei? npon him, till a messenger going at 
speed explained the mistake, and the firing was stopped 
before BeTJons mischief was done. Logan's and Dodge's 
corps (Fifteenth and Sixteenth) moved forward, kee^ring 
paoe with Blair's, developing the enemy's new positioa on 
EenesBw, and advancing close to them nnder a hot fire. 
In the Ara^ of the Cumberland Palmer's corps was on the 
left and moved np close to the base of the soathem spurs of 
the mountain. Howard was on the west bank of Noses 
Creek, his centre on the road from Oilgal Church to Mari- 
etta. In front of Hooker's corps the creek made a eonaider- 
sble bend to the west, where the road from Lost Mountain to 
Marietta crosses it, and the principal Confederate lines being 
&rther from the stream, Geary's division had been able 
to orosa, using a bridge which the swollen stream was eon- 
stantly threatening to carry away. Bntterfield's and Wil- 
liams'a followed, and the whole of the corps took positiona, 
mamed by brigades with the front covered by skinnisfaen. 



106 ATLANTA. 

On the 20th, Howard aent Wood's divisioii and a brigade 
of Stanley's to relieve the left of Hooker's corps (WilliamB'g 
diTiBion),vhichinitstiimwa8 moved to the right. Stanley 
got hia other brigades over the creek, and in the afternoon 
occupied two hills in his front. The hill on the right mta 
a bald knob and was oconpied by Eirby's brigade, bnt not 
in force. The other was wooded and was qnickly intrenched 
by 'Wbittaker's brigade, and held despite the vigorous 
efforts of the enemy to retake it. Kirby was not so forta- 
nate, and his skirmishers and pioneers were driven off^ 
Dnring the 21st, part of the Army of the Cumberland was 
relieved by McPherson, and the process of taking gronnd to 
the right contiuned. Palmer's corps relieved the left of 
Howard's, and Newton's division of the latter moved to the 
right and relieved part of Hooker's, which was extended 
BtUl farther toward that flank. 

Howard determined to take again and to hold the bald 
hill in front of Stanley's right. The left brigade of Wood 
(Nodine'a) was ordered to co-operate with Eirby, and a con- 
centrated artillery flre was directed npon the hill for half 
an hottr. The advance by the two br^^ades was then made, 
the enemy was driven off with a loss of some prisoners, and 
the knob was intrenched under a hot fire from the Oonfed- 
erate batteries in front. Wood was enabled at the same 
time to march two regiments against another height still far- 
ther to the right and front, which he occupied, thereby 
forcing the abandoning of a long intrenched skirmish line 
and enabling the whole of the right of Howard's corps to 
move forward across an open field several hnndred yards. 
Hooker's corps advanced at the same time, ooonpying im- 
portant positions on hills open Cnlp's form, and oonnecting 
with Howard on his left. 

Sohofield had marched on the 19th along the Sandtown 
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road some three miles, meeting vitli no Berions opposition 
till his Iiead of colnmu leaclied the oroBsing of Nosea 
Greek. Here the planking of the bridge was fonnd to be 
Temored, the stream was up so that the water was over 
the bottom land skirting it, and the euemj's cavalrj with 
ortilleiy disputed the passage. The two principal branches 
of the creek nnite before crossing the road the Twenty- 
third Corps was now marching on, and the road from Pow- 
der Springs GHnrch to Marietta crosses it on a ridge jnst 
beyond the creek. As the position was about two miles 
from the flank of the Army of the Comberland, Schofleld, in 
accordance with instructions from General Sherman, made 
no Berions efibrt to cross the stream, but kept the enemy 
amneed whilst Stoneman was operating with hia cavalry 
toward Powder Springs. The village of Powder Springs 
is three or fonr milee sonth of the ohnrch of the same name, 
and the road from Marietta to this village forks near the 
Cnlp brm, the northern branch being that which has al- 
ready been mentioned as crossing the Sandtown road jnst 
donth of Noses Creek, and the other fork crossing the same 
road a mile and a half farther sonth at Cheney's farm. On 
the 20th, the enemy still showed a bold front to Schofleld's 
advanced division (Cox's), and Cameron's brigade was or- 
dered to make a serions effort to cross. The creek being 
unfordable, and the dismantled bridge covered by artilleiy 
fire, the task was a little dif&cnlt, bnt the bushes border- 
ing the stream were filled with sharpshooters, a battery was 
advanced to a knoll close to the creek, and nnder protection 
of the flre of both cannon and small arms, Colonel Casement 
of the One Hnndred and Third Ohio sncoeeded in getting 
a small party across, running over on the timbers and 
string-pieces of the bridge. The party being deployed and 
advancing nnder cover of the bank were able to drive back 
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the enemj'B BkitnuBhera from the bridge head, and the Ora^ 
fedente utillei?, being oretmatohed, drew back aJso. 
The remainder of the brigade vaa qniokly put over, the 
bridge repaired, and the creet hey<mi was intrenohed. 
The 21st, the whole of Oos's division, vas over the creek, 
Hasoall'B dinaion was moved np in close support, send- 
ing pickets to the left between the forks of Noses Creek, 
where the; connected witli the right of Hooker's corps. 
The Oonfedente oavalrjr nnder Jackson showed an aggres- 
sive disposition in the directioii of Powder Springs, and 
on word bom Oolonel Adams, who commanded Stoneman's 
detachment on that road, that he was hard pressed, a 
regiment of infontt? and a section of artillety was sent from 
Oox's division to his support. With this help Stoneman 
drove back his assailants, bnt the enemy's activity indicated 
a nearer support of his infanti;. 

Johnston had begun to be concerned for the Marietta and 
Powder Springs road, for Hooker's right was close to it, and 
Schofleld's movements were threatening to put him astride 
of it. Hardee had stretched his lines quite as far as was 
safe, and the Confederate commander determined to move 
the whole of Hood's corps from the r^ht to the left flank. 
Ordering Wheeler to show a bold front and make as strong 
a fight with his dismounted cavalry as he could, Johnston 
left these, with anoh help as could be got by stretching 
Loring's corps to the right, to fill the trenches out of which 
Hood was drawn. The movement was made in the night of 
the 21st, and by the nest morning Hood was upon the Pow- 
der Springs road, near Zion church, about a mile east of 
Cnlp's farm. With his characteristic aggressiveness he sig- 
nalized bia appearance in front of our right wing by a fierce 
attack, whioh was made with his whole corps, Hindman'a 
and Stevenson's divisions in front, supported by Stewart 
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This attack was not made, hoverer, till ilis middle of tha 
afternoon, and meanwhile important changes had occurred 
on the extreme right 

During the morning Schofield ordered Cox'b diviBion to 
march sonthwatd on the Sandtown road, toward its crosaing 
of the road from Slarietta to Powder Springs Tillage, at 
Cheney's hoose. Hascall's divisiim hod direotions to fol- 
low aoroBS Noses Creek, tnm to the left on the road from 
Powder Springs Church to Marietta, and go into position on 
Hooker's right, near Cnlp's. Hascall was in his appointed 
place abont noon, and Cox had reached the forks of the road 
at Cheney's, which he found to be in rear of commanding 
ground overlooking the crossing of Olley's Creek, the next 
of the nearly parallel streams flowing southwest from the 
platean at Haxietta. Beilly's brigade was moved forward to 
the heights bordering this Tolley, and the other three bri- 
gades of the division (which was a large one) were arranged 
to cover well both flanks and rear, as the position was iso- 
lated. 

Hooker's corps front consisted of Geary's diviaion on the 
left and WiUiams's on the right. Bntteifleld'a was in line 
with Howard's corps further to the left. At Geary's right 
was an eminence facing open fields, partly in front of Wil- 
liams, and this right was strongly intrenched and held by 
well-snpported artillery. It had been occupied only a little 
before, tor Hooker had swung his whole command forward 
at the same time that Schofield advanced on his flank, and 
the new positions had barely been assumed when the storm 
Hood was preparing burst upon them. Williams had ad- 
vanced with his division massed by brigades, Robinson's 
on the left, Enipe's in the centre, and Bnger on the right, 
reaching to the MariettA road at Colp'e, where connection 
was made with Qisoall'a division of the Army of the Ohio. 
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Bavines with small manh; brooks nm down between Qeaxj 
and Williams into Noses Greek behind them, and there were 
similar d^reasions between Williams's brigades. The S^ri- 
etta road was on the ridge, and Hasoall's dlTision was over 
it to the soath, his right facing the vallej of Olley's Oreek 
and ooTering the road from Cnlp's to Cheney's, where Cos's 
division was, though with a gap of nearly two miles be- 
tween. 

In the sharp skinmsliing which had accompanied them 
movements, some prisoners had been taken, and these w»e 
fonnd to belong to Hood's corps, and reported both Hood 
and Hardee prepared to attack. Hooker immediately or- 
dered Williams to deploy the whole division and throw np 
breastworks at once. 8chofield gave the same orders to 
Hasooll. The deployment was jnst completed, and a begin- 
ning made in throwing np breastworks, when Hood advanced 
with bis nsnal impetnosity. The conformation of the ground 
gave Williams a convex front, his centre brigade being in 
advance of the others. The same circumstance made Hood's 
i^vance somewhat divergent, his right division {Hindman's) 
striking the centre of Williams and the right of Qeary, 
whilst his left (Stevenson's) attacked HascalTs division of 
Twenty-third Corps, on the south side of the Marietta Toad. 
Snipe's brigade maintained its ground, but the enemy gained 
Bome advantage in the hollow between Williams and Oeaiy ; 
bat this only brought bim into open ground. From the hUl 
on Geary's right the Thirteenth New York Artillery opened 
a rapid fire on the ch^ging lines. Winegor's battery of 
three-inch rifles, and Woodbory's of light twelves joined in 
the cannonade from Williams's left and front, and the con- 
verging fire of canister and case shot played havoc with the 
exposed enemy. Williams's and Geary's lines were re- 
formed, and after the exchange of a few vollt^s of mns- 
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ketr^, the r^nlse of the Confedentes was complete and 
the^r retreated to their intFenchmettts. When the attack 
was made, Hooker called upon Howard for Bntterfleld's 
division. It vaa ao placed in the trenchee that it conld not 
be inatantlj relieved; bnt Hovaid sent reinforcements of 
mdi regimenta as were in reserve, and relieved Bntterfleld 
and sent him to Hooker earljr in the night. As Williams's 
division connected with Hoscall'sof the Twentj-third Corps, 
Bntterfleld was put in reserve. 

The ground along the Marietta road was thickly wooded, 
and Hood's left, passing quite bj finger's brigade, came in 
ooQtiust with Hascall's division. 

Hascall had gone into position on the right of Hooker, and 
upon the continnation of the ridge held by him, and wta, as 
we have seen, oovering both the road npon which be had 
marched and one which, branching from it, ran directly to 
Cox's position at Cheney's. The two divisions of the Twenty- 
third Corps therefore occupied two an^ee of a triangle 
formed by the diverging roads upon which they had travelled 
and that which connected them in the manner jnst stated. 
Eascoll found, however, that a ridge just in front of him was 
a desirable position to hold, and would soon be needed for 
a new line when an advance should be made. He therefore 
ordered his skirmish line, supported by Colonel OaUup's 
Fourteenth Kentucky Begiment to advance and occuj^ it. 
Bis three brigades, Strickland's, HcQniston's, and Hobson's, 
liegan throwing up breastworks on the main line. Gallup 
captured some prisoners in his advance, and learned from 
them that Hood's corps had jnst come from the enen^s ex- 
treme right and was preparing to aasanlt. He reported the 
fact to Hascall, with whom Schofield was in person. The 
news wos immediately followed by the attack ; bnt Ctallnp 
liad anoceeded already is making a slight barricade, and for 
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fitsnoes thej rexeij go far after their oonneotionB wHh linea 
right and left of them have been broken. On the other 
hand, the advanced brigade vhich holds its defensive posi- 
tion is strengthened by the consoioiisneBs of strong oover 
for ita fianks. This reciprocal snpport is a large element in 
the chances of battle, and it is evei? way fairer, in anch 
coses, to consider the forces of both attack and defence with 
reference to the whole nnmb^^ within supporting distance 
on both sides. 

Daring the evening after the engagement, and acting upon 
second-hand information from prisoners (to which Qeaiy also 
refers in his report). Hooker reported to Oenerol Sherman 
that he had been attacked hj three corps, bnt had repnlsed 
them, and was only anzions abont his ri^t flank. The 
Qeneral-in-Ghief, who had been near the centre of the whole 
line, at his signal station, was concerned leat Schofleld had 
not fully met the spirit of his instmotions, and nest morn- 
ing went in person to the little chnrch in the woods near 
Gulp's, where he met both those officers. On his way Sher- 
man bad passed through Ward's (Bntterfield's) division, and 
learned that it was in reserve. Schofleld, on being informed 
of the despatch sent by Hooker, indignantly declared it in- 
excusably wrong, and invited both officers to go to HaacalTs 
front and see whose dead lay farthest in advance. Sher- 
man, reminding Hooker that three corps was the whole of 
Johnston's army, which, it it had attacked, would have 
mode itself felt along a larger front than two or three bri- 
gades, indicated his dislike of each sensational reports, and 
especially of the unjnst insinnatioa as to Schofield. After a 
repulse of the enemy, and with Batterfield's division of his own 
corps still within reach, he thought an officer of Hfwker's ex- 
perience shotUd not have been so anxious about his flank as to 
have sent the despatch, even if Schofleld had not been there. 
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The mcident was a personal one which might well be 
omitted from histoty, but as it had its iuflnence upon the 
sabseqnent relations of these ofSoers, and upon General 
Hooket'a withdrawal from the annj, it is neceeaoiy to 
notice it. 

Hood's attack had been acoompamed hj a fierce oannon- 
ftde along nearly th« whole front, and lively demonstrotiona 
were made on both sides from right to left ; bnt no material 
change in positions or in forces was discoTsred, except the 
transfer of Hood's ocarpe. It is mioertain to what degree 
Iioring's oorps had been extended to Johnston's right to 
supply the plaoe from which Hood had beai taken ; bat it 
is hardly credible that Wheeler's cavalry alone had been 
able to impoae npon Sf cPherson, who certainly beliered and 
reported that the intrenchments in bia front were held by 
inlautiT* 



CHAPTEB X- 

EBlIBaA.W. 

Shbbhan'b embanwsmeiits at this jnnctnie were abnocrt 
Bltogetlier due to Hie trouble id keeping hia taray snpplied. 
Tlie extraordinaiy uid stUI-oontinomg taina made it impos* 
sible to lengthen the distance between the troopa and their 
depots, and so long as Johnston held (sat to Eenesaw, no 
nearer points tfaan those in nse conld be selected for the is- 
suing of stores. Besides this, his long line of railwaj was 
tempting the Confederate commander to more rigorooa ef- 
forts to cut his communications, and several caraliy raids had 
partial success in destroying bridges, tearing up rails, and 
burning one or two small trains. 1oii)edoes — a favorite 
weapon vith the euem; — had been used to blov np a pass- 
ing train, and Sherman vas forced to threaten that ha 
wonld test the safety of the track by an advance train of 
prisoners. He rightly distinguished between the use of 
mines and torpedoes to defend a position attacked, and the 
efforts to blow np railway trains upon roads &r in the rear. 
The former is legitimate warfare; the latter, like dissemi- 
nating contagion or incendiary burnings of towns beyond 
the theatre of war, is a barbarism which could legitimately 
be met by the means he threatened to use, but did not find 
neo^Boiy, the threat itself having the desired effect. 

The afbir of the 22d decided Sherman that his best 
oonrse was to bring McPherson from the left, wh^re the 
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gronnd in his front seemed pecnliarlj difficult ; and ha no- 
tified tbBt officer in the evening to be ready for a tmnsfer 
to the extreme right. To do this reqiiiied, however, an ao- 
otubnlation of snppliee, and getting ahead of the daily de- 
mand was alow work in the condition ot roads and nulwajrs, 
though from Jane 23d the weather improved. Impatient at 
the obstaolee which seemed to bring everything to a stand- 
still, and disappointed that the attack by Sood had made it 
necessaiy to call back Sohofield's advanced division from a 
very promising flank movement on the Sandtown road, the 
mind of the National commander natnrally recnrredto the 
chances of breaking through a line which he was sure could 
not be BO strong as his own. Although it was certain that 
great eflTorts were making to reinforce Johnston, and the 
Georgia militia under Oeneial G. W. Smith, a full division at 
least, were known to be in the field, it still seemed probable 
that the enemy's whole line must be very attenuated, and that 
the rugged character of the mountain must be greatly relied 
upon by Johnston for his security on that flank. Hood was 
known to be in front of Sohofleld and part of Hooker's 
eorps ; Hardee most be well stretched out to hold the cen- 
tre against the rest of Hooker's, Howard's, and Palmes 
corps, BO that it seemed probable that somewhere along the 
lines weak places might be found, where a determined at- 
tack might break through. Johnston's line, from the 
southern spurs of Eenesaw to his extreme tight, including 
the mountain, was held by Loring's corps and whatever re- 
inforcements he might recently have got. Abundant mili- 
tary experience proved that strength of position often begot 
a oarelees secnrify in the defenders, and the assault of what 
irere considered almost inaccessible olifib has very often 
turned out to be the most brilliant success. Ijookout Moun- 
tain had bees an example of this in the very last oampaigi^ 
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where, bf that fortune which in war so often Ibtotb the 
bold, a so-called impregnable position had been carried with 
Bnrprisinglf little loss. There was hope, therefore, that 
Kenesaw itself might be captured while the attacks were 
progresaing on other parts of the front. 

One of two things Sherman mnat do. He must either 
confess that in stretching Ua right to Olley's Creek he had 
gone as far as possible, and mnst therefore wait patientlj 
for good weather and better roads, till with aoonmnlated 
stores he conld swing Mcpherson's command qnite to the 
Bonth of the enemy as he had done at Daltou, or he mnst 
make a bold effort to brei^ the lines before him. Thomas 
Boggested an approach to the enemy's works bj regular sap, 
bnt Sherman replied that when that slow i^ocess had car- 
ried one line, onr experience showed that two or three 
equally strong wonld be prepared behind it. Hitherto the 
army had Bteadily gained gronnd, and had seen saccessiTe 
lines of formidable works abandoned by their opponents. 
To let it feel that it had gone the fnll length of its tether, 
and mnst halt whilst the enemy redonbled his efforts to in- 
termpt onr supplies wonld be demoralizing. There was a 
fair chance to cany some point in the enemy's line. If 
an assanit anoceedcd it wonld be a decisive event. If it 
Jailed, the ventnre wonld at least be jnstifled on sonnd mil- 
itary jninciples. Sherman theKf<»e determined on a seri- 
ons effort to break throngh Johnston's intrenchments, and 
made his preparations acoordin^y. 

He fixed npon Monday morning, June 27th, at eight o'clock, 
for a general advance. McFheraon was ordered to make a 
feint with hia extreme left, keeping Garrard's cavalry also 
demonstrative tmd bnsy, whilst he made an attack at the 
Bonth and weat of Keneeaw. Strong skirmish lines were 
to take advantage of the combat elsewhere to seize the crest 
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of the monntais if possible. Thomas in the centre was 
ordered to select » point in hia front for an assault, masking 
it b; snch other demonstrationa as wonld assist it. Soho- 
fidd, on the right, was ordered to attack some point near 
the Marietta and Powder Spring road, whilst he threatened 
the extreme flank of the enemj. All were to be prepared to 
follow np rapidly any advantage that might be gained. 

On the 26th, Schofield was directed to moke a demonstra- 
tion with his right which ehonld attract the enemy's atten- 
tion, and possibly induce him to strengtlien that wing at the 
expense of his centre and right, when Thomas and McPher- 
Bon wonld attack on the morrow. Schofield accordingly 
ordered Oeneral Cox to pnsh Beilly's brigade, which was 
still in front of Cheney's, to OUe/s Creek, and make a lively 
demonstration on anything he might find in his front, sup- 
porting the movement, if snccessfnl, by another brigade 
from the division. Beilly advanced, and, after a brisk skir- 
mish, oconpied the hills close to the stream tmder cover of 
a cannonade by Myers's Indiana Battery. He found Jack- 
son's cavaliy dismounted, and ooonpjdng a commanding hill 
on the right of the road beyond the creek, where they had 
artilleiy intrenched in a very strong position. This forti- 
fied hill was nearly on the prolongation of the line of the 
ridge beyond OUey's Creek and separating it from the Nicka- 
jack. Beilly was directed to take for\FBrd his battery, in- 
trench it and his brigade as near the enemy as possible, and 
keep up the artilleiy fire. Meanwhile Byrd's brigade was 
taken from the right of the line near Gulp's, marched down 
the creek till within about a mile of Beilly. There it made 
a bridge, crossed the stream, and oconpied a hill northeast 
of that held by the enemy in Beilly's front, and which was 
directly conneoted with the line of heights east of OUey's 
Greek, on which Hood's left flank rested. A depression in 



the ridge parti; isolated this hill bom tlie rest of the higli 
groimd. Bad made it defenaible. Byrd was ordered to in- 
trench immediately on all sides, and hold the place Against 
all ocnneis as a sepaiate redonbt, connecting his front hj a 
chain of pickets, however, with both Beill; on his right, and 
with the rest of the division in Schofleld's line on his left 
The space between was the open vallqr throngh which the 
creek ran, and the Twenfy-third corps batteries, which had 
been osed to cover Byrd's advance, were disposed so as to 
search this interval with their fire. The Confederate reports 
show that these morements caused mnoh uneasiness, bnt 
the aotirit; of Bkirmish lines along the whole annj front 
made both Johnston and Hood feel that they conld not af- 
ford sufficiently strong detachments to sncoeasfnlly resist 
them. Sherman warmly approved what was done on this 
flask, bnt warned Sohofleld of the necessity of extreme 
vatchfolness for brigades so fiir from snpport. He directed 
that Byrd's bridge be made good, and operations on that 
flank resumed early in the morning. Schofleld accordingly 
determined to let Oox oontinne the movement down the 
Sandtown road next day with three of his brigades, whilst 
Hascall's division, as the extreme flank of the conbmuous 
line, should try to advance toward Marietta on the road 
fromOnlp's. 

McFhersoQ selected a pcunt at the south and west of the 
principal oreat of Keneaaw for his attack, and committed 
the details of the plan to Logan, whose corps lay t^posite 
the point chosen. Blair and Dodge were ordered to assist 
Logan by active feints and demonstrations along the fronts 
of their lespeotive corps. Logan ordered the attack to be 
made by the division of Morgan Xi. Smith, consisting of the 
brigades of Giles A. Smith and Ligbtbnm, assisted hf Wal- 
cutt's brigade of Harrow's division. The attacking troops 
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vere ordered to form in two lines, Euid to move Biiimlt»- 
neoDslj with the columns of the Aimy of the Otunberland, 
when the signal should be given. 

Beoent ohangee in the line of the Annj of the Onmber- 
land in taking grotind farther to the right had pnt Palmer's 
(Fourteenth) corps in the centre and Howard's (Fonrth) on 
the left. The only points which seemed at all favorable for 
an attack were in front of Stanley's division of Howard's 
corps. There the conformation of the ground separated the 
hostile lines more than at other places, and room could be 
found ica forming the troops for the attack ontside of our 
own vrorks and yet under cover. To Howard and Palmer 
was committed the dnt; of selecting the positions to be 
oarried, and detailing the troops for the assault. Howard 
ordered General Newton to prepare (or an advance in the 
morning from the left front of Stanley's division in two 
columns of attack. Newton arranged his division with 
Harker's and Wagner's brigades in front, and Kimball's in 
reserve. They vere formed in two colnnms, having each a 
front of a regimental division, the columns being about 
one hundred yards apart. Portions of the divisions of 
Stanley and of Wood were held in readiness to support the 
movement. 

General Palmer had likewise, with General Thomas's ap- 
proval, selected his point for attack in bont of Stanley's 
division and some distance to the right of that chosen by 
Qeneial Howard. Palmer therefore withdrew the division of 
Qenenl Davis from its place in line on the evening of the 
26th, and it lay in bivouac in rear of Stanley during the 
ni^. Soon after daybreak Davis reconnoitred the front with 
his brigade commanders, and determined to assault in front 
of Whittaker's brigade of Stanley's division. There the 
enemy^ line coming forward on a ridge, presented a salient 
IX.— 8 
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irltioh vaa not covered with tlie nsnal abattis and enton' 
^ement. Davis formed his division in front of Stanley*! 
tienchea, and abont six hundred joids from the Oonfedetate 
f ortificationa, that being as near as thej could be placed vith- 
ont being in view and subject to fire. His formatioii wae aim* 
Uar to Newton's ; McCook's and Mitchell's brigades were in 
adrance, and Morgan's brigade in reserve. Baird's division 
of the same corps supported the whole, and Hooker's corps, 
still farther on the right, was in readiness, under Oeneral 
Thomas's orders to assist either Palmer or Howard, or to 
take advantage of any favorable contingency that might 

The movement on the right of Sohofield's corps which 
had been mode on the 26th so for indicated that better 
results conld be attained by pushing forward Cos's divi- 
sion in that direction, that, with Sherman's approval, the 
attack which Schofield had purposed to make with Has- 
call's divisions was limited to a strong demonstration, 
whilst the divergent movement down the Sandtown road 
was mode by Gox. 

In the orders for the day on Monday morning, the first 
aggressive movement was on the extreme right, and in con- 
tinuation of that which has been already described as oc- 
curring on the preceding evening. At daybreak Cameron's 
brigade of Cox's division crossed Clley'a Creek by the 
bridge Byrd bad made the day before, and marching through 
the valley ascended the slopes in rear and to the right 
of the position Byrd's brigade already occupied. At the 
some time BeiUy's brigade resumed its efforts to cross 
OUey's Creek near the Sandtown road, and both movements 
were covered and assisted by the fire of the diviraon batter- 
ies. Byrd, who was left on the ridge during the night fa- 
cing in all direotlDne, reformed his lines, straddling the hil^ 
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and pushed a attongij sapport«d skirmisli line np the creek 
toward Hood's refased line o( works. Cameron at the same 
time changed direction to the right, down the stream, facing 
the enemy's detached works in front of Beillj, who was held 
at bay hj the artilleij whioh commanded the road and the 
broken bridge across the stream there. A portion of Beilly*a 
brigade deployed as skirmishers kept up a lively fire at the 
road and in its Ticinity, whilst the rest of it was moved in 
rear of some >iilln further down the creek, which there rons 
nearly parallel to the Sandtown road, until a good position 
for a batteiy was found, qnite on the dank of the Confeder- 
ate intrenchment. Under protection of its fire Beilly's men 
waded a swamp, forded the stream, whioh is there shallow, 
and poshed np the farther bank. Cameron mored forward 
simnltaneonsly so as to threaten the other fiank, and after a 
sharp resistance the enemy broke and fled. Beilly at once 
occupied the abandoned position and intrenched it, fronting 
to the Bonth, and soon afterward Cameron formed conneo- 
tioQ on hia left, teaching along the ridge till he joined 
hands with Byrd who was on the higher eminence north- 
ward. 

This had all occurred before the hour fixed for the attacks 
on the main line, and whilst Cox was strengthening the 
position of his division the roar of a general engagement 
was heard &r off to the left and rear. Advantage was taken 
of this to move Beilly's brigade forward, following Jackson's 
zetteating cavali; some two miles farther, where a cross 
road rounding the south spars of the hilly ridge separating 
Olley's Greek from the Niokajack, leads into the principal 
road from Marietta to Sandtown on the Chattahoochee Biver. 
The importance of the position was evident as soon as seen. 
The trend of the bills bordering the Nickajack made it 
plain that the Confederate line could not be extended sonth 
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in this diieotioii with any real continnitj, and thai, a vay 
vaa open to the railroad near Bmjma, five miles south ot 
Marietta. The position itself was defensible also. The 
span from the principal ridge ran soathwaid in snch a way 
that Bjrd'a position could be connected with Beillj's bj a 
strong line, though too long for a single division. Calling 
to him Cameron's brigade, the Division Commander pnt 
it OS Beilly's left, connecting it by outposts with both 
the other brigades ; and on reporting the situation to Gen- 
eral Sohofield he vm ordered to intrench the tine and hold 
it firmly. An advanced hiU a little np Nickajaok Valley was 
intrenched with a lunette, which was occupied by a battery 
and a regiment of infantry, and the greatest indnstry was nsed 
to make the position of the whole diviBion tenable against an 
attack in front or flank, separated as it was by a iong interval 
and by Olley's Creek from the rest of the army. 

But whilst this sklrmiahing advance had been making on 
the right, a bloody engagement was going on elsewhere, and 
one asBOiDing the character of a general battle. UcFhetson's 
batteries opened with rapid and continuous firing upon 
the works of the enemy sitnated at the southern end of the 
rocky ridge known aa Little Eenesaw. 

The attack by the detachments from the Cumberland 
army was snbatantially along the Bomt Hickory and Mari- 
etta road, the same which leads from Gilgal Church to 
Marietta. Like ]tf cPherson's, it was preceded by a general 
artillery fire along the line for about fifteen minutes, and 
then, at a signal preoonoerted between Howard and Palmer, 
a little before nine o'clock the columns advanced. At the 
some time the skirmish lines ot the whole army pushed for- 
vatd also and engaged the enemy, but on the selected 
routes the narrow heads of column rushed to the fronts 
cheering as they went, and led with as devoted oonrage as 
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till the^ reKohed the entanglement in front of the enemT's 
works. Here the formation necegsaiily lost its order in 
straggling through and over the tmnka and interlaced 
branches of felled forest trees, and the conoentnated fire of 
infantiy and aridlleiy became too hot for endnnmce. Ths 
advance was checked, and the men deploying as they conld, 
and taking advantage of sueb shelter as the ground and the 
felled timber afforded, opened a retnming Are npon the 
Confederates within their works. Oeneral Harker, with a 
gallantly already &mona in the army, attempting to renew 
the assanlt, was mortally wonnded, uid hundreds of brave 
men and valuable officers fell on every side. 

From Palmer's corps Davis's divisicHi made an equally 
heroic effort with no better result. Indeed, the Confedeiata 
reports award to all the columns the merit of the most de- 
termined and persistent bnvei; in their attack. Davis's 
men had to pass over rocky and rough ground, port of it 
covered with the forest and tangled with unde^rowth. In 
their enthusiasm they took too rapid a pace at the start, and 
1^ the time they had traversed the third of a mile between 
them and the enemy's works the men were so blown that 
they had not the strength called for in the final effort to 
carry the parapet before them. Colonel Daniel McCook and 
his second in command. Colonel Harmon, both fell in the 
assault, and both brigades had a heavy list of casualties 
among field and company officers as well bo of private 
soldiers. They reached the trench in frcmt of their Qbjec- 
tive point, bat the narrow front of the coliunn now stood 
revealed to the enemy, who were able to concentrate upon 
them also a storm of rifie-balls and canister which made 
farther advance impoasible. Lying npon the grotmd within 
the range of musket-fire &om the works, they covered them- 
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Belrea u they could, and finally, by Oeaeral Thomas's oon- 
sent, intrenched themselves under a terrible fire, the open 
groond over which they mTist retreat making it safer to stay 
than to retom. The cover they vere able to make enabled 
them to hold on till night, and then their works were so 
strengthened that thc^ were permanently held, thoogh for 
several days and nights the troops conid rest only by sleep- 
ing on their arms. 

Simnltaneons with the rest, the lines of Smith's diviBioo of 
the Army of the Tennessee had marched npon Little Eene- 
saw. They crossed Hoses Creek, carrying the intrenched 
lines of the enemy with a dash. Beyond these the slope of 
the monntain was steep and rocky, and felled trees formed 
BO thick an entanglement that the advance became slow, the 
men climbing rather than marching toward their foe. 

Logan's attack had fallen npon the left of Loring's 
corps {French's and Walker's divisions), Howard's npon Ole- 
bnme's division, in Hardee's centre. Loring had a strong 
skirmish line in rifle-pits six hundred yards in advance of 
his principal works, and these kept np a rapid fire npon 
Smith's column till it was within pistol-shot, and then rap- 
idly retreated to the principal line. The National troopa 
advanced steadily till it met the fire of the iniantiy in the 
trenches, and received in flank the cannonade of fonr bat- 
teriea of artillery. This checked their advance, but with a 
steadiness and determination which extorted the adnuration 
of their enemy, they held the gronnd they had gained, 
remaining more than an hour nnder the storm of shot and 
shell, the nature of the forest-covered gronnd saving them 
from utter destmction. Logan then ordered Smith to with- 
draw the division to the line of rifle-pits they had first cap- 
tured, and these were pnt in a defensible condition and 
held. Seven commanding ofBcers of regiments fell in this 
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charge, one of ttem, Oolonel Barnlull of the Fortieth Illi- 
nois, within thirty teet of the enemy's principal works. 

Howard's oolomns met a fiimiliir oppoeitioii from Ole- 
hnme's division, and a similar ooncentration of artillery Are, 
the batteries of the Confederate lines having been so in- 
trenched as to sweep the front.' 

Palmer's attack fell upon Cheatham's division of Hardee's 
corps, and at one time threatened to penetrate between 
Hardee and Hood, but this was repelled by Cheatham's re- 
serve brigade, which was broaght into line. 

Sherman's losses dnring the day were abont twenty-five 
hundred in all, and Johnston admits over five hundred cas- 
ualties. The latter professes to think that the courage 
and character of Sherman's attacks warrant the belief in a 
mnch greater loss to the National forces. The returns are, 
however, fairly reported, and a little consideration will show 
that they would in no way impeach the conduct of the at- 
tacking cohmma, even if all the Confederate reports had not 
testified admiringly to their gallantry, and to their marvel- 
Ions steadineaa, which enabled them to hold and intrench po- 
dtione close to the works from which they refused to retreat. 

It must be remembered that only three points in the ene- 
my's line had been selected for assault. The middle of 
these was attacked by two columns, having each a front of 
two companies only, and those on right and left did not 
show a greater deployment than a regimental front. By the 
time each column had been checked by the obstructions in 
its way, and the terrible concentric fire to which it had 
been subjected, conscious of having lacked the impetus 



neeeBBuy to eaxey ihe wotIu before them hj the fttst ^ort, 
the experience of the diriBion commandBre taught tbem 
that further efforts at thoee points would onlj be destmo- 
tive, and they allowed their biigadee to seek such cover as 
thaj found at hand, maintaining so rapid a fire that anj 
ooonter-ohaige hj the enemy was not thought oL Except 
at a very few open points, the forest oame np to the verge of 
the abattit ooTeting the trenobes, and once within its mar- 
gin, the timber, the undergrowth, the rocks, all gave soch 
shelter that the loss was slight to soldiers who knew how to 
take eool and intelligent advantage of them. 

From the moment that the beads of the attacking oolnnms 
were well developed, the enemy knew that these alone 
needed seriona attention, and understood as well as our own 
o£QoerB, that the rest was only a demonstration to cover 
these real assanlts. Tbfij, too, were brave and ready, and 
instantly concentrated both artillery and mnsketiy npon 
these three points of danger. Beserves within, the lines 
were harried hither, and unless the first rush wen Bucoess> 
fnl, everybody knew that there would not be one chance in a 
hundred for a second attempt. It would have been ea^ to 
have doubled or treUed the numbers of killed and wounded 
that covered the narrow space where each assault had been 
made ; but it was impossible that oolumns should be better 
led, and the; did not stop till farther progress was ont of 
the question. The one chance to break through had been 
bravely tried and lost, and it would have been criminal in 
the oommanders to bare caused a farther carnage that 
would have been futile. About eight hundred men had 
fallen at the head of each of these three assaults before its 
progresswaa stopped, and on so contracted a front this was 
proof that th^ had done enouf^ to teat fully the impregna- 
ble nature of the Oonfederate defences, and the vigilance of 
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the troopB that held them. Eooh of the oppOBiDg armies 
had tried the same experiment, and each in tom hod found 
that with the Teteron soldiers now arrayed against each 
other, one rifle in the trench was worth five in front of it. 
The attacking columns saw little more before them than a 
thin and continnoos sheet of flame issning beneath the 
head-log of the parapet, vhilst the; themselyes marched 
nncovered against the miHeeti foe. In this case, as has 
already been said, the exigencies of the sitnation, and the 
chance of finding an open joint in the hamesB had war- 
i&nted the effort, bnt the diTiHioa and corps commanders 
were wise in judging when the effort had failed. 

The evidence which the assaults by both armies near New 
Sope Chnrch gave of the tactical weakness of narrow and 
deep colnmna of attack against snch fortifications in snch a 
conntiy, is greatly strengthened by the experience in front 
of Marietta. Onr books of tactics, copying from the French, 
had tanght that the regimental ooltunn of divisions of two 
companies, "donbled on the centre," was jxireaiceZfence the 
colmnn of attack. In spite of the fact that Wellington in 
the Peninsular war had shown again and again that snch a 
column, even over open country, melted away before the 
" thin red line " of British soldiers armed only with the old 
"Brown Bess" with its buck-and-ball cartridge, the prestige 
of Napoleonic tiaditioa kept the upper hand. We made onr 
attacks in this instance (excepting Logan's] in a formation 
which did not give front enough to have any appreciable ef- 
fect in subduing the enemy's fire ; whioh by its depth ofiiBred 
the greatest possible mack to a concentric and flanking fire 
of the enemy ; and which the obstmctions in its way deprived 
of all the impetus to pierce an opposing line, which is the 
only merit of snt^ a column. So hud it is to free oniselves 
from the ttammeb of old customs and a TniHtAVBT> practice 1 



CHAPTER XL 

ACBOSS THE CHATTAHOOCHEE. 

Bhkbkan lost no time m nnaTBiliDg regrets over the bH- 
nre of the effort to break Johnston's lines, bnt fnmkly said 
that among the chances for and against snccesB, the nnfav- 
oiable ones had prevailed, the enem^ having been toimd 
vigilant and prepared to hold the vorks at all the pointa 
assailed. For similar reasons the lesser demonstrations had 
also prodnced no resnlts, except on the Sandtown road, 
Thete Schofield's position beyond Ollej's Oreek he re- 
garded as really important, and described it as " the on^ 
advantage of the day." Probably this advantage wonld not 
have been attained bnt for the hot vork going on along the 
line, vhich so thoronghly occnpied Johnston that no de- 
tachments conid be spared to help Jackson, whose cavalry 
was waging on unequal contest on the extreme flank ; for 
not only was Schofield's infantry engaging them in front, 
but his cavalry nnder Stoneman was actively demonstrating 
toward Powder Springs village. 

The necessity of holding Johnston with such a grip that 
he oonld not detach aid to Lee in Virginia was one of the 
motives for active operations in front and continnonslj ; bnt 
on the 28th Grant despatched Sheiman that this considera- 
tion might now be dropped ont of the oalcnlation. Shei^ 
man at once resnmed the plan for the flank operations he 
had conoeived before, and an inspection of the position 
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oocnpied by Schofleld'a adTonoe determined him to move 
MoPIiersoD's Arm^ of the TenneBsee bodily to tlie right 
flank, aa soon as a tew days' supplies oonld be aoonmnlated. 
The rains were over, and a sooiching snn was rapidly drying 
np the more open ooontry. A movement became daily more 
practicable, and as soon as the army oonld get out of a re- 
gion BO utterly cut np by wagon trains as that they were now 
in, the snpply question would be a mncli less fomtidable 

Johnston had not failed to see the &ct that his position 
was already turned, and his engineers were already at work 
on the 28th with heavy details of Uie Georgia militia and of 
impressed negroes, fortifying two lines north of the Chat- 
tahoochee. One of these crossed the railroad at Smyrna on 
a ridge running northeast and southwest, but which about 
three miles from Smyrna on his left curved south, following 
the line of Niokajack Greek. The other was closer to the 
river covering only about two miles of the railroad on the 
hither side of the Ghattohooohee bridge, which was in a 
deep southerly bend of the river. On the northeast it waa 
protected by the deep ravine of Bottenwood Greek which 
enters the Chattahoochee with a southeast conise. Turning 
nearly at right angles, the line then, crossing a ridge, 
reached the Nickajaok again, which here rnna for several 
miles above its month nearly parallel to the Chattahoochee 
and about a mile distant from it. 

At the same time a good deal of work was doing at Atlan- 
ta, where forttflcationa had already been made ; but these 
vere greatly strengthened and extended in anticipation of 
the necessity of making a final stand there, if the line ot 
the Chattahoochee should be broken. 

All these intrenohmeats were made with a thoroughness 
and skill which was admirable, but the improvement in the 
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the TBJlwaj, and his oolimmB reach BnfiTs station, develop- 
ing the line which has been already described. The Armj 
of the Tennessee reaohee the extreme right, and biroaacs 
Dear Sohofleld's position. On the 4th, MoPhersoa advances 
Dodge's corps well forward on the Sandtown road, whilst 
with the refit of his command he nnltoa his lines with 
Thomas's haU way to the railroad. In this movement, by 
Sherman's special orders, the skirmish lines are greatly 
strengthened and the advance has nearly the weight of a 
line of battle. Dodge pnshes over a line of Hood's rifle- 
pits in spite of fierce resistance, bnt with heavy loss. In 
the attack. Colonel £. F. Nc^es, leading a demi-brigade, 
falls severely wonnded. This moving forward of a strongly 
reinforced r^ht flank by Sherman brings h'm nearer to At- 
lanta at this point than Johnston, and the latter sees that if 
he is to make any stand at the Chattahoochee he mnst be 
near enough to guard its ferries and fords. He does not 
wait in his new lines, but in the night of the same day 
leaves these also, and before daybreak his troops have en- 
tered the works on the north bonk of the river. Again all 
the National forces except Schofield's corps are in motion, a 
brisk cannonade tells of a sharp afl^ of advanced guards. 
Stoneman's cavaby push boldly in on Johnston's left near 
the river, take ,some prisoners and a black flog which a 
Texas regiment of horse was carrying. 

Information of the lines along the Upper Nickajack had 
reached Sherman's army, bnt the intrenched position at the 
crossing of the river was unknown. Sherman was at first 
unwilling to believe there was anything there ; bnt a strong 
Teconnoissance qnickly showed the heavy earthworks, the 
ftbattis in front, the batteries arranged for cross fire and all 
the most elaborate of the Confederate preparations for de- 
<enoe. The length of these lines was five or six miles, and 
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in spite of all the actirit^ Sliennan and his BDbotdinatea 
oonld ose, the hope of catching the enemy in the midst of a 
movement wbs disappointed, and the problem now before 
them WBS not only tha fl&nking of an intrenched army, bnt 
the croBeisg of a river in his presence. 

Shermaa hod said to Halleck in a despatch of the 8th of 
June, that if Johnetoa shoold select the line of the Chattft- 
hooohee he " mnBt stndy the case a little," before commit- 
ting himself. McFhersoa was put in position on the oi- 
treme right, covering Tumer's Ferry, which, however, like 
other croseingB for a dozen miles along the river, was 
guarded by a detached fortification on the south side. 
Thomas, with his three corps, completed the investment of 
Johnston's position, Howard's corps being at Poco's Ferry, 
where one of the principal roads from Marietta to Atlanta 
crosses the river, that near Mcpherson's flank being another, 
with a third near the railway bridge. Sohofield with the 
Twenty-third Corps was moved to Smyrna Oamp Ground, near 
the railway, and held as a movable column ready for use in 
any direction. Stoneman's cavalry was kept active, looking 
for fords or otoseings down the river, and Garrard's was sent 
some eighteen miles above to seize the Boewell factories 
and hold also, if possible, a bridge over the Chattahoochee 

Ueonwhile some breaks in the railway were to be repaired, 
steam communication to be again bronght to the camps, and 
the"case"was to be "studied a little." Sherman estab- 
lished his headquarters for a few days at Yining's Station, 
and from a hill near by could see the distant town of 
Atlanta, the coveted prize of the campaign. There, too, 
oould be seen the preparations Johnston was making to re- 
dst his oroBsiug of the river, and the general features of the 
eonntijfoT some miles south of the river oonld he observed. 
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A little more thtm a montb had passed since the Eto^reh 
was ctoBsed. It was a montli of oontmnons ahatp skiimish* 
ing combat, vitb occasional severer engagements. It vas a 
month in vhich the troops had been day and night under 
fire, and the incessant strain on nerve and brain had never 
for a moment been relaxed. It vas a month of continnons 
ponring rains, converting the oamps into mire and the 
roads into almost impassable slonghs ; making insignifi- 
cant streams as obstmctive as rivers, and mnltiplTing the 
disoomforts and the perils of dnfj in the trenches or on the 
picket. That such a month's work was rapid education to 
BOldieis hardly needs telling. The ordinary experience of a 
year was condensed into a few weeks, and the army of vet- 
erans became consolidated by a true nnity of feeling ; confi- 
dent in itself as a whole, and the several corps in each other 
as parts, every portion of it could be tmsted to uphold the 
credit and rival the soldierly conduct of the rest. 

The monthly returns for Jane show that in killed, 
wounded, and missing the army had lost 7,500 men. Of 
these the Army of the Cnmberland reported 6,600, the 
Army of the Tennessee 1,300, and the Army of the Ohio 
aboat TOO. As the attack upon the Confederate lines on 
the 2Tth of Jnne was the only departnre from the ussal 
method of vigorous advance of skirmish lines and extension 
of Sanks beyond the enemy, it will be seen how fierce a 
bickering fire that must have been which was constantly 
kept up. Day by day the losses averaged nearly two hun- 
dred men, and nearly every day had its success in the carry- 
ing of some new hill, the crossing of some contested stream, 
or the intrenching of some closer position in the enemy's 
front. 

Johnston gives his hospital returns as shovring a loss of 
4,000 in killed and wounded during the month of which we 



aie speaking ; bat this is of his iabatrj alone, and exelndea 
prbonecs. Sbennan rightly estinutea the proportion of 
prisoners taken dnring the month at 2,000, ont of the vhole 
nnmber captured in the campaign, and putting the propor- 
tion of cavalry losses at the same ratio to infant^ as John- 
ston gives for the month of Uaj, another thonsand mnst 
still be added. The Confederate losses are thus toimd to 
have been 7,000, with a probability of their having exceeded 
that nnmber. Each army had in its tnm tried the strength 
of the other's lines hj assault, and each had ezperienoed 
the disproportionate losses vhich oome of asaanlting sncli 
intrenched positions. It was not onlj the principal lines 
which were of the formidable character that has been de- 
scribed, bat, tonse the words of Hardee, "it soon became 
onstomaty, in taking tip a new position, to intrench the 
skirmish line, until it was only less strong than the main 
one. This line was well manned, and the roar of musketry 
on it was sometimes scarcely distinguisbable from the 
sound of a general engagement." ' Soch was the akinnieh- 
ing which lasted incessantly lixt months I 

After occapying the line of fortifications covering the 
crossings of the Chattahoochee by Uie railway and two of 
the principal wagon roads leading to Atlanta, Johnston sent 
his oavaby to the south side of the river to operate on the 
same flanks as before : Jackson to cover his left, watching 
the ferries and bridges below, and Wheeler on the right, 
looking after the upper ones. The nsnal method of cross- 
ing the river was by ferries, or flat boats pushed over l^ 
poles. The Boawell bridge, some twenty miles above^ was 
the nearest stmctnre of that kind, and this was burned by 
Wheeler before it coold be reached by Garrard. Johnston 

< JobaMau's HunUit, p. 85T. 
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Bpeaka of the fords as muaerons aud easy, bat whatever 
miglit be the case ordinarily, the almost coustant rains of 
June had swollen the lirer BO that there were very few 
places where a practicable ford could be found. Instead of 
making an intrenched camp for hia whole army north of the 
Chattahoochee, it would seem more in accorduioe with soond 
strategic principles to have held only a bridge-head there, 
and to have placed the greater part of his command in sncb 
a position behind the river that he oould strike with ovet- 
whelming force any head of ooltunn that shoold attempt a 



The two days prior to the 7th of July snfBced to make 
the repairs in the railway, so that supplies were delivered 
on Sherman's lines. Oarrard had occupied Boswell, where 
he found very exteaaivs oottos, wool, and paper mills, run- 
ning at their fnll capacity and till the last moment, turning 
out supplies for the Confederate goremment. The nominal 
proprietom attempted to protect them with a thin veil of 
neutrality, alleging French ownerabip and hoisting the 
French fl^ ; but Oarrard, with Sherman's approval, burned 
the mills and sent the owners and employees under guard to 
Marietta. He found the bridge burned, and made a careful 
reconnoissance for practicable fords. 

Sherman sent Oenetal Scbofleld in person on the 7th 
to make a reoonnoiasance of porta of the river between Pace's 
Ferry and Boswell, and in consequence of his report deter- 
mined to make a orossing near the month of Soap Creek, if 
possible. Although the crossing was not opposed by any 
force worth naming, being in fact a complete surprise, this 
oould not be anticipated, and the operation, being one of 
tbe picturesque incidents of the campaign, may be worth 
describing. 

Boap Oreek enters the Cbattahooohee about six or seveii 



miles above Pace's Feny and Yimng'a Station, where General 
Sherman's headquarters were. It was abont the same dis- 
tance from the camp of the Twenty-third Corps at Sni;fma 
Camp Groond. Earlj in the morning of the 8th, the oorpa, 
with Colonel Buell's pontoon train, moved by roads some 
distance from the river to the paper mill near the month 
of the creek. The leading division (Cox's) was ordered 
to take position as close to the river as was consistent with 
remaining unseen, to permit no camp fires and no expos- 
ure of men to view. The river was to be picketed, bnt the 
vedettes to conceal themselves from the opposite side. A 
fish-dam was found half a mile above the creek, which had 
been made hj piling rough stonea adoes the current in such 
a way that at low water the stream was confined to the mid- 
dle of the ordinary channel by diagonal wing-dame. In the 
condition of the river on that day, this was a difficult and 
dangerous ford, but it was determined to use it in cotmeo- 
tion with the pontoon boats, as will be seen presently. 

The cteek runs for a consideiable distance near its mouth 
parallel to the river, and then turns into the larger stream 
by a short curve. Between the river and the creek is a high 
ridge, two or three hundred feet in height, which is about 
the altitude also of the hills bordering the river on the op- 
posite side. 

In the reach of the creek thus shielded from view, the 
canvas pontoons were set up and launched, a detail of five 
hundred men from the infantry helping in the work. Byrd's 
brigade was ordered to lead in the crossing by the pontoons, 
the Twelfth Kentucky regiment to be ferried over in the 
boats, the rest of the brigade deploying and advancing to 
the liver's edge on the mn when the boats should start, so 
as to cover them with theii fire. 

Cameron's brigade was ordered to cross Soap Greek at the 
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paper min, and concealing Iub men near the fiah-dam, posh 
an advanced gnard over it, if possible, at the time appointed, 
and if the ford proved practicable, follow it with the bri- 
gade and make a junction with those who ehonld cross \>& 
low in the pontoon boats. Soap Greek, near the mill, mna 
in a rock; gorge with preoipitons aides, and Cameron's men 
had to cross it by clambering down the dangerons rocks and 
by picking their way along the edge of the slippery dam 
abore. 

Half past three o'clock in the afternoon was the time set 
for the crossing. At that horn a careful recomioissance from 
the top of the ridge showed that there were no symptoms 
of alarm on the opposite bonk. A cavalry ontpoat with a 
piece of artillery was all that seemed to oppose the move- 
meut, and these were on the heights immediately in front 
of the month of the creek, at what was known as Phillips's 
T%xry. The signal to advanoe was given. Cameron's advance 
guard, led by Colonel Casement, One Hnndred and Third 
Ohio, entered the water at the fish-dam, scrambling along 
the broken rocks in the swift current. Immediately twenty 
white pontoon boata shot ont from the month of the creek, 
polled by expert oarsmen selected from Hascall's division, 
and loaded with Colonel Bonssean's Eentnckians. The rest 
of Byrd's brigade, which had been deployed nnder cover of 
the woods along the base of the hills, rushed forward across 
the bottom land and lined the margin of the stream. A 
single cannon-shot was fired from the enemy's ontpost, and 
the gun was reloaded and mn forward to fire again ; hut so 
completely was it now covered by the rifles of Byrd's men, 
that no one oonld aim it or fire. The mounted men, con- 
scioUB of their inability to cope with the force before them, 
galloped away to carry the news. A few moments sufficed 
to put the boats over, and Rousseau, mounting the steep 
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hilbidfl, Mptared the gnu withont the lose of a man, tha 
gnnners foUowing the horeemen in qnlok retreat. Oame* 
rou's brigade^ ooming down from the fish-dam, joined Bou»- 
sean and took post on the ridge covering the tarry. The 
boats vera kept running till the irhole of BTrd'a brigade 
was ferried over, vhilst the work of lajing the pontoon 
bridge was also began with other boats, and befora dark 
one bridge was completed and a second progressing. 

It was found that the ridges on the sonth side of the Chat- 
tahoochee wera eo shaped as to make a natural bridge-head 
and an admirable place of defence ; and the whole of 
Ccoe's diviaion was immediately intrenched upon it, Oame- 
ron's, Byrd'a, Barter's, and Beilly's brigades in line, and Crit- 
tenden's brigade of dismonnted cBrali; in reserve. 

The character of the surprise was well indicated by an in- 
cident which brought the private and personal experiences 
of war into interesting comparison with its exterior glitter 
and excitement. In the deserted camp of the ontpost, in 
which even the half-cooked supper was left, an nnfiniahed 
letter from one of the Confederate soldiers to his wife was 
fonnd. In it he calms her feats for his safety, sajing that 
he was now almost as free from peril as if he wera at home 
on his plantation : that the solitude abont them was rarelj 
broken, even l^the appearance of a single horsenuui on the 
opposite side of the river. But the incomplete sentence was 
broken by the apparition of the crowded boats and the 
hostile line of infantiy on the river bank, and the letter, by 
war's strange fortune, reached other eyes than those taz 
which it was written. 

Johnston lost no time in testing by cavalry reoonnoissanoea 
the strength of the National forces now holding the bridge- 
head, and realized the fact that the crossing of the Chatta- 
hoochee was secured to Sherman. Wheeler withdrew from 
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the nppet tiver, and next momisg Qamtrd found no force in 
bis front at Boavell. Sherman immediatel; ordered New- 
ton's division of the Foorth Corps and Dodge's (Sixteenth) 
Oorpa of the Arm; of the Tennessee, to march to Boswell 
and fortify the hiUa opposite the ford on the sooth side of 
the river, now held by Garrard's cavaliy. Dodge was also 
ordered to btiild a trestle bridge there on the site of that 
which the enemy had burned. 

From his hill near Yining's Station, Sherman was able 
to see, on the 9th, " a good deal of flatter in the enemy's 
camps," and movements of troops to the eastward, which 
might mean either a concentration to attaok the force al- 
ready over the river, or preparations for taking a new posi- 
tion. He needed a few days, however, for the acctunnhition 
of supplies, and wished also to give time for a cavaky expe- 
dition nnder Major-Oeneral Bonssean, starting from Deoatnr, 
Alabama, to reach the railroads between Uontgomery and 
Atlanta near Opelika. Stoueman was at the same time or- 
dered to make his cavalry active along the Obattahooohee 
toward Sandtown and Campbelltown, and if he oonld Beonre 
the ferry at the last-named place, he too was directed to 
strike ont for the railroads sonthwest of Atlanta, on a 
" laid " of four or five days. 

On the night of the 9th of Jnly, Johnston moved his in- 
bntiy across the Chattahoochee, the oonntry bridges, with 
that of the railway and his pontoons, giving two bridges to 
each of his three corps. He had maintained a bold front np 
to the last moment, holding off the vigorons attacks by sMr- 
mish line which Thomas and MoPherson kept ap dnriug the 
movements going on np the river. In the morning the pon- 
toons had been removed, and his rear gaard retired, bnming 
the railway and wagon bridges. 

Sherman immediately ordered Howard to naioh his ooips 
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(Foaith) to sapport Bchofield at Phillips's Feny, leaving 
Newton's division with Dodge at BoBwelL HoPherson wu 
directed to keep np for two or three dajs his demonstratioiu 
of a pnipose to crosa at Tonier's Fen; near the month of 
the Nickajaok, so as to leave as mnoh doubt as possible by 
which flank the National Army would now move. Scliofield 
WBB ordered to boild a bridge at his position, so that the 
pontoons conld be used elsewhere if needed. The divi- 
sion of the Twenty-third Corps, already over the river, 
was strengthened by two more brigades and moved ont to a 
ridge a mile sontb of the crossing, intrenching a very strong 
position across the bend of the river and covering both the 
ford and the bridges. Dodge made a similar advance at 
BoBwell and hurried the building of the bridge, 650 feet 
long— the ford, " the beat on the whole river," being belly- 
deep text horses and veaj rongh. 

The plane of the National commander were announced to 
his principal subordinates on the 10th and 11th. Thomas 
was to lay a pontoon bridge at Fowers'e Ferry on the night of 
the 12tli, and fortify a bridge-head on the sonth bank there. 
On the IStb, MoPhetson was to join Dodge with Jjogaa's 
Corps, and Newton's division would rejoin Howard at Phil- 
lips's Ferry, behind Schofield. Blair's Corps wonld await 
Btoneman's retmn from hia raid, and then march to BoswelL 
Stoneman did not sncoeed in reaching theraUiosds near At- 
lanta, bnt destroyed bridges and boats between Campbell' 
town and Newnan, and was back by the night of the 15th, so 
that on the 16th everything was ready for a general advance. 

The northern part of Qeorgia had been made a military 
district nnder command of Major-Oeneral Bteedman, so that 
the protection of Sherman's commonications might be sys- 
tematized nnder a responsible head. The moonted infantry 
of this district, nnder Colonels Watkins and Croxton, had 
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given a good account of itself in the latter part of Jnne, b; 
defeating a Confederate force nnder General Pillow, wbioh 
bad advanced to Lafayette, in an effort to reach the railway. 
On the 2Sth of Jnne, Brigadier-General John E. Smith's 
dirision of the Fifteenth Oorps arrived at Chattanooga and 
waa divided into several parts, gnarding the more important 
poatB and bridges along the line to Alatooua. 



CHAPTEB Xn. 

JOHNSTON BnCCBEDBD BY HOOD—FHACHTBEB OBBBK~ 
CLOSIMQ IN OK ATLANTA. 

It was hj no meanB a simple or eoBj matter for Bhemuui 
to decide whether he would attempt to cross the Chatta- 
hoochee hj his right or his left flank. From the Boawell 
factories to the nilway crossing, the cotuse of the river is 
very little west of soath, Boswell being in fact a little 
north of Marietta when parallels are drawn. Below the 
railwaj bridge the course of the river is nearly southwest, 
Sandtown being abont as much south of Atlanta as Boswell 
is north of Marietta. Atlanta itself ia about ten miles from 
the river, by the railroad, and is upon a high platean, from 
which the streams descend in all directions; or more bo* 
Dorately stated, Atlanta and Decatur are both on the water- 
shed separating the tribntories of the Ohattahooohee from 
those of the Ocmnlgee, which flows southeastward to the 
ocean. The line of the watershed is nearly parallel to 
the Chattahoochee, and southwest of Atlanta the valleys of 
the smaller streams are on the short line from the river 
to the town. For this reason it would be difficult for John- 
ston to mahe any defensive line on that side much closer to 
the river than the city, because it would have been crossed by 
deep ravines perpendicular to his fortifications, which would 
make it hard to move supports from one part of the line to 
the other. The railroads leading from Atlanta to Montgomei; 
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and to MaooQ ran out of the city by the aame ronte to tha 
■ontLvest for fleveral miles, till they reaoh Eut Point, 
where they separate, the former ooutinning ita ooorse nearly 
parallel to the river, and the latter taming away at a right 
angle to the southeast. On this flank, therefcnv, lay the 
ahorteat ronte to Johnston's sonthem oommnnicationB, and 
the National Army onoe on the soath of the Chattahoochee, 
between Sandtown and Oampbelltown, wonld have been 
already in rear of Atlanta. The Ckmfederate commander 
must then have evacnated the town, or have changed his 
base, making the railway through Deoatnr and his oommn- 
nicatious with Bichmond his line of snpplies and, if neces- 
sary, of retreat. 

Tnming now to the oonntiy northeast of Atlanta, it will 
be seen that the terrain is a different one. The streams, 
instead of flowing into the Chattahoochee by valleys at 
right angles to the river, are fonnd between ridgee parallel 
to it, and after getting a few miles aonth of the bank, are 
branches of one larger creek, the Feachtree, of which the 
northernmost, called Nancy Greek, is parallel to the rivet ; 
the middle one, called Little Feachtree, has nearly the 
same course ; bnt the sonthem, which is the larger and 
principal stream, mns nearly west, covering both Decatnr 
and Atlanta, and entering the Chattahoochee by a wide and 
maddy bed, veiy close to the railway bridge. The ridgea 
parallel to the river on this flank afforded admirable lines 
for the Confederate Army, bnt fearing the interposition of 
part of the National forces between him and the railway, 
Johnston selected the sonth bank of Feachtree Greek, near- 
est Atlanta, for his nest defensive line, if Sherman shonld 
cross above ti'i"- 

As Sherman, however, conid not know that his adversaiy 
wonid not meet him earlier in his march, as he had done at 
IX.— 7 
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New Hope dmrah, that contingenc; bad to be considered 
in his stndj of the problem. The upper roate vaa phtinl; 
the longer and the more difficult one in itself ; bttt there 
vere otber oonsideTatious vhich became decisive. To 
adopt the lower ronte was to leave the enemy's cavalry the 
opportunity of crossing the river at points practically in our 
rear, for the pnrpose of breaking the railway, and stopping 
snppUea ; and the reasons whioh prevailed to make Sher- 
man operate by his right at the Etowah, were still more 
potent at the Ghattahooohee. The ever-lengthening ein^e 
line of commnnication conld not be exposed for twenty or 
thirty miles of its flank till the Confederate Army should be 
driven within the lines at Atlanta and the bridge across the 
Chattahoochee rebuilt. Besides, Grant telegraphed that it 
y/as not improbable that Johnston would be reinforced by 
the troops the Bichmond Government was withdrawing 
from the Shenandoah Valley, supposed to be twenty thon- 
Bond or more, and this made an additional reason for cut- 
ting the Georgia Railroad near Decatnr as soon as possible, 
thus preventing that direct line to Bichmond from being 
made of use to the enemy. 

Sherman therefore determined that the longest way 
round would prove the surest, and took the chances of the 
difficult ground near the river on his left flank. He or- 
deied Schofleld to move out from the river by way of Cross 
Eleys toward Decatnr, McFherson to keep farther to the 
left, with Oairard'e oavahy on his flank cutting and destroy- 
ing the railroad between Decatnr and Stone Hotmtain, 
whilst Thomas with more than half the whole army marched 
by several roads from Pace's and Phillips's Ferries on Atlanta, 
his left following the road by Buckhead. Aj^roaching the 
town with the right of hia army, Sherman would then wheel 
the whole to the right, letting this wing cover the railroad. 
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as his left liad done at Ackworth, while the bridge at the 
OhaHahoochee should be rebuilt and fortified. 

In this movement MoFherson would have three or foni; 
times the distance to tisrel that Thomas had, and there 
would be the danger that the enemy might attack the right 
flank, which was thus presented to them ; bnt the Annj of 
the Onmberlaad was a single organization of nearly fifty 
thoosand men, and with Thomas's great and deserved repn- 
tation for militaty skill, unflinching courage, and steady 
persistence, Sherman felt confident that he coold hold the 
whole Confederate Anny at bay till the mancenvre should 
be completed. 

Johnston had the important advantage of knowing tho 
oonntiy by oconpation, and not from imperfect maps. He 
reckoned with confidence on the probability that Sherman's 
right wing wonld be separated from the centre when it 
should oroBS Peoohtree Creek, and planned an attack npon 
it with the greater port of his own forces when it shoold be 
thns exposed and while it shotdd be in motion. His for- 
tifloatious begfui at the railroad abont two miles from the 
river, and extended some six miles east till they reached 
the Pea Vine Creek at its junction with Peachtree. There 
the line tnmed sonth along Pea Vine Creek till it reached 
the Georgia Railway between Atlanta and Decator. The 
ground was well chosen and the intrenchments were of the 
formidable character with which we are already familiar. 

But Johnston was not to deliver battle npon the ground 
he had selected. On the ITth of Jnly he knew that the Na- 
tional Army was advancing from its bridges in several col- 
umns and was making his preparations for the next day's 
work, giving instmctions to his Chief Engineer with no 
thonght or warning of change in his own relations to the 
anny, when he received telegraphic orders from Biohmond 
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to turn orer the commiuid to Qeneral Hood. Geneiul Bragg, 
vho was then acting tia Ohie(-o(-StaS to the Confederate 
Freudent, had Tisit«d the xcmy two or three dajs before, 
bttt had given no intimation to Johnston of the dissatisfac- 
tian of the Richmond government or of the intended change. 
The ostensible reason was his bilnre to defeat Sherman, and 
his ODwillingneas to give assurance that he ooold even an- 
swer for the permanent safety of Atlanta and its important 
railway oonnections. In obeying the order, as he did 
promptly, Johnston with great justice called attention to the 
fact that Lee's retreat in Virginia bad been qnite as rapid 
as his own and quite as far : and intimated that the resiBt- 
ance his army had made was better evidence of the proba> 
ble fntnre than any sounding promises in words. It is now 
well known that Mr. Davis did not like Johnston, and he 
was no doubt influenced by his prejudices to believe that a 
more aggressive policy would do for Georgia than Xiee found 
practicable in Virginia. 

It is certain that the change of CSonfederate conunandeis 
was learned with satisfaction by every officer and man in the 
National Army. The patient skill and watchfol intelligence 
and courage with which Johnston had always confronted 
them with impregnable fortifications, hod been exasperat- 
ing. They had found no weak joints in the harness, and no 
wish was so common or so often expressed as that he would 
only tiy our works as we were tiying his. It wss now known 
that this was likely to come, not only because Hood's char- 
acter as a soldier implied it, but because the ressons for the 
change were known to be based upon a determinatiroi to 
pnrsne a more a^ressive policy. It was understood that 
hard blows were to be t^ceived ; but Sherman's whole army 
was supremely confident in its ability to take such prompt 
advantage of natural and artificial means of defence, as to 
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pnaisL oggreSBion on the part of tlie enemj severel; enongli 
to reduce his stiength with great Tapiditj. It is not over- 
pr&iae of the National Army to aay that its Teterons were 
panic-proof ; and its well-tried courage was so intelligent 
and qnick-witted that the BmolleBt detachments oonld be 
relied upon to do a wise and bold thing in almost any 
jimctnrfi. 

If aggression was to be tried, it would be hard to find any 
commander better fitted than Hood to test it. He had 
gained renown as a division commander under Longstreet la 
Virginia, and at Gaines's Hfills, Second SCanassas, Antietam, 
and Gflttjsbnrg he had shown the kind of coniage and dash 
which made him to be looked npon as a soldier of the Jack* 
son schooL It was a fatal error to suppose that the Army 
in QeoTgia coold afford to take the kind of initiative now in< 
tended ; but it was the error of the Richmond government, 
and Hood, though he had been freely critical of Johnston's 
cautious strategy, seems to have been sincere^ reluctant to 
take the command under the implied conditions. 

Johiiat<m tells us that he fully informed Hood of his plans, 
both for attacking Sherman at Peachtree Creek, and then of 
moving the bulk of bis troopa south and east of Atlanta and 
striking a blow npon the other flank. 'Whether the details 
of Johnston's method would have been the same as Hood's 
is uncertain, but Hood adc^ted the general ideas of his 
predecessor in both parte. The promotion of Hood was ao< 
companied by changes in the command of two of the three 
corps which composed the Confederate Army. General 
A. F. Stewart was assigned to what was formerly Folk's 
corps, Oeneral Cheatham took Hood's, and Hardee retained 
his own. On the morning of the 2l>th Jnly, these were ui the 
Feachtiee Creek intrenohments, Stewart's on the left, near- 
est the CSiattahooohee, Hardee in the centre, and Obeatham 
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on the right, with the Georgia State troops nndei Qenerat 
O. W. Smith still larther on that flant 

Qeneral Thomiis had not been able to get a poatoon 
bridge at Pace's Petty laid at as e«rlf a day as Sherman's 
Older of the 11th oontemplated. On the ITth, "Wood's diri- 
sion of Howard's corps, which was then at Powere's Fetij, the 
nest feny below Phillips's, marched down the left bank of 
the river, driving off the enemy's skirmishers and covering 
the laying of the bridge at Face's Peny. It next day re- 
joined the corps neat Bnokhead. Palmer's corps crossed 
fltat at fuse's Petty, and Hooker's followed. Palmer thns 
formed the right of the Army of the Gnmbetland, Hooket 
the centre, and Howard the left. Palmer was scarce more 
than a mile from Nancy's Greek when he crossed the river, 
and as that stream joins Feaohtree only a little farther to 
the tight, it is evident that the extreme flank of the army 
must stand fast and be the pivot on which a wheeling move- 
ment was mode. 

On the 16th, Hovard was at Bnckhead, Palmer at the 
junction of Nancy Greek and Peachtree, with Hooker be- 
tween. Schofield marched throngh Gross Keys south, to the 
north fork of Feaohtree Greek. Sherman's headquarters were 
with Schoflold that night. IfcFherson reached the Angosta 
Bailroad early in the afternoon, at its north carve two miles 
from Stone Monntain, and seven from Decatnr. There M. 
L. Smith's division of XiOgan's corps, with Garnod'e cavaliy, 
destroyed several miles of the railway. For the 19th, Sher- 
man ordered Thomas to hold on with his right near Howell's 
Mill, let his left swing actosa Peachtree Greek about the 
South Fork, and connect with Schofield, who would approach 
Decatnt from the north, while SIcPherson did the same 
from the east. Thomas kept his troops rather closer to the 
tight than this order implied, for it woold have taken 
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Hooker mcate nearly into Howard's position, and allowed 
the whole of the Foturth Corps to reach out toward Soho- 
field ; but as Shennan said a day cat two later, the maps 
were all wrong, aod the general offiaers wette ooustantly mis- 
led in attempting to reckon distances or oonneotions by 
them. There were in £act two " Howell's Mills," one on 
Nancy Creek, and the other on Peachtree, and the position 
of the right flank would be changed two miles, as one or 
the other of them were onderstood. 

The 19th of July was spent by the Army of the Cum- 
berland in its efforts to get a foothold on the south side 
of Peachtree Creek. Davis's division of Palmer's corps 
attempted to cross at Howell's Mill, bnt finding the resist- 
ance there veiy stabbom, made an ettoit somewhat lower 
down, and saooeeded. One of his brigades (Dilworth's) 
vas sharply assailed, bnt lepnlsed the enemy. A bridge 
was built, some hills covering the creek occnpied, and the 
other divisions prepared to follow the movement next day. 
Oeaiy's division of Hooker's oorps got over in a bend of the 
stream, a little more than half a mile above Howell's Mill. 
Wood's division of Howard's corps, advancing on the prin- 
cipal road leading from Bnckhead to Atlanta, found the 
bridge in its &ont bnmed, and the crossing commanded by 
an intrenched line of skirmishers on the high ground be- 
yond. He, too, was obliged to resort to a flanking move- 
ment, and after a sharp contest established himself on the 
sonth bank. By night, therefore, Thomas had three heads 
of colnmn over the stream, which, from its marshy banks 
and deep mnddy channel, was no inconsiderable obstacle ; 
and one or more bridges was built for each corps, besides 
repairing that at Howell's Mill, which the enemy was obliged 
to abandon after Davis's division had effected its crossing. 
At all these points the resistance had been made by iu&n- 
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try, and the Btnblxaimflss of it piored that the prinoipal id- 
trenohed line vas not far in front. From the road occupied 
hj Wood to that held hj Qetrj vaa leaa than a mile in a 
direct line vith the Talle; of Shoal Greek between, and the 
road from Hovell's Hill, where the reet of the FonrteenUi 
Corps wonld fallow Davia, ran into Qetafa at the plantation 
of one Embry, bat a little waj in front of Oeary's position. 
Newton'a division of the Fourth Corps had marched on a 
road nearly parallel to Wood's, bnt somewhat farther easi 
He had fonnd the bridge in hia front destroyed, and re- 
ported the enemy's inbntry in force on the other side, and 
was therefore instnioted by Qeneral Howard to move to the 
right and support Wood, which he did. For praotioal pur- 
poses, therefore, nearly half of Sherman's army was showing 
a front of onij a mile on the right flantt, while the other 
htil, though oonverging on Atlanta, reached all the way to 
Decatur, some eight miles away. It wae to remedy this 
that Sherman's order was made directing Howard to connect 
with Schofield. 

Stanley's division had marched by the road from Bnck- 
head toward Decatnr, which crosses the north fork of 
Feachtree about half a mile above its junction with the 
south fork. The Confed^vte cavalry opposed him, and as 
he approached the creek set the bri^^ on fire. Stanley 
drove them off and got possession of the bridge before it 
was much injured, quickly repaired it, and marched hia di- 
vision to the south side, where he encamped for the night 

The Confederate general, in executing the purpose of at- 
tacking already referred to, ordered Cheatham's oorpe and 
the Georgia State troops to hold fast on his ri^t, oeewpj- 
ing the intrenched line from Jones's Mill on Clear Creek 
eastward a mile, and then south to the Georgia Railroad. 
This salient would interpose between the two wings of 
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I aimy as th^ were moving, ftnd Stemrt and 
Hardee were ozdeied to swing forward their right into the 
interval, to attack b; dividoD en echdon from the right, 
orDshing Thomas's left flank it possible, and driving the 
Army of the Cnmberlaud northward and vestward toward 
the Ohattahoochee, with the mnddy and difficult bed of 
Feaehtree Creek behind it. 

Bat Bchofield and McFherson were approaching Atlanta 
from the east faster than Hood was aware, in spite of ver^ 
vigorous efforts of Wheeler's cavaltj to retard them. On 
the night of the 19th Bchofield was over the eonth fork of 
Feachtree, and at Fea Vine Greek on the Feyton planta- 
tions. The little stream before him is a branch of the 
south fork of Feachtree, and runs nearly due north, par- 
allel to Cheatham's intrenchments, a mile and a half from 
them, with a high ridge and another deep hollow between. 
Dodge's (Sixteenth) corps of McFherson's army connected 
with Schofleld's left, and on the morning of the 20th the 
whole of Sherman's left wing advanced, threatening to turn 
Hood's extreme right. 

This necessitated the moving of Cheatham farther in that 
direction, and Uie attack which Hood had planned for one 
o'clock was delayed till his whole command oonld take 
ground to the right for aboat the distance of a division 
front. His advance was thns delayed till the middle of the 
afternoon ; bat the movemeots of the Army of the Comber- 
land being continnons, the only effect of the delay was to 
shorten the distance he wonld have to tiaverse. 

General Thomas was in some embarrassment to determine 
how best to carry out the orders to connect with Schofleld 
on his left ; for as his corps were advancing on parallel 
roads toward Atlanta, the character of the country waq 
eaoh that he conld only move his troops to the left by cow 
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sidcmble oirotiits to hie rear. He oonolTided, therefore, 
to let Palmer and Hooker go forward by the roads the; 
were on, to keep Newton's division of the Fourth Corps on 
the direct Bnokhead and Atlanta road, and let Howard lake 
Wood's division of his corps hj a detonr to the east, unite 
it with Stanley's, and with both diviaions press forward till 
he should find himself within snpporting distance of Soho- 
field. Conld Thomas have known the position of Hood's 
lines and that he was shifting his divisions eastward, he 
would no doubt have found a waj of doing the same ; for, 
as it turned out. Hood's attack fell upon Newton's division 
and Hooker's corps, leaving Palmer's corps almost wholly 
unemployed, while a gap of nearly two miles separated 
Newton from the rest of the Fourth Corps under Howard. 
But Thomas had no means of seeing through the impenetn- 
ble Teil of the forest-covered hills in his front, and the occi- 
dental separation of his corps was in great part due to the 
misleading maps which deceived both him and Sherman aa 
to the distance between the wingB of the army. 

On the morning of the 20th Palmer put Jobnsoa'a divi- 
sion over the ereek at Howell's Mill, and it took position 
on the left of Baird, who had crossed during the night. 
Davis's division still retained its place as the extreme right 
of the army. 

Hooker directed WillianiH'B division to cross in rear of 
Geary, and move to Ms right. After getting over Geary's 
bridge, Williams took a conntry rood leading to Embty's, 
where the direct road from Howell's Mill comes in, and thus 
extended Geary's line parallel to the general course of Hie 
oreek. In similar manner Hooker directed Ward's division 
(fonnerly Bntterfield's) to form on Geary's left. As the short- 
est way of doing this from his position on the north side of 
the creek. Ward marched to the bridge in tear of Newton's 
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diTisioD of the FonrtJi Oorpa, and alter croBaing took posi- 
tion beliind some bills overlooking Shoal Oreek, which lay 
in a pretty de^ valle; between bim and Geaiy. In thia 
ToUej there was open cotinti; along the stream, espeoiall; 
about Golliei's Mill, which was a little in rear of his right 

Newton had moved his division forward after relieving 
\food, and waa abont half a mile sonth of Peachtree Greek, 
with his left flank toward Clear Greek, and his whole line 
ODveiing the cross rood that leads to Gollier'e MilL AH of 
the divisions were deployed with two brigades in front and 
one as a reserve. Newton had a battery on the road in his 
centre, and another in reserve, and had covered his front 
hasti^ with a barricade of roils and timber. Ward had not 
been able to move his cannon across the ravines, and a bat- 
tery of his division was left near the bridge and was used hj 
General Thomas with excellent effect later in the day. 
Oeary and Williams had their field batteries with them, and 
so had the divisions of Palmer's corps. 

Abont three o'clock Hood's lines appeared, and a violent 
combat began at Newton's left, which by the Sehelcm, move- 
ment ordered by Hood, would be first reached in the attack. 
The enemy passed Newton's flank near Glear Creek,' bat was 
there attacked by his reserve brigade (Bradley's) and a bat- 
tery of airtilleiy, and driven back. Ihe ossanlt now reached 
Newton's front, and Blake's brigade on the left of the road 
with the battery easily held their ground. On the right of 
the road was Kimball's brigade, and the enemy's force far 
outflanking it, it waa farced to change front to the rear, 
holding on by the left and refneing the right. Ward's divi- 

> It !■ callod Pe* Vina In HomM't report : but thli ti mnsnor. SalT. B. Bn- 
Bliiears' iiiii». Pea Vln« Cieek li i bmscli <a ttie aaioh fork itf F«*olit>«(^ m- 

ataI mllefl Ufiber Dp the Btre«m. 
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sion was ^ing in a hollow below and farther to the right 
rear, and to them it looked as it Newton was beaten. His 
brigade commanded aeized the initiatiye withont waiting 
for orders, and leading their brigades gallantly to the hill- 
top before them, tbey Btmok the flank of the enemy which 
was assailing EimbalL Cobnm's and Wood's brigades came 
np on the left, with Harrison's on the right, and their sndden 
appearance at the ciest of the hill threw the enemy before 
them into confusion. 

But the progressive attack had now reached beyond Shoal 
Creek, and Oeaiy's dirision was engaged. His left front wm 
covered by a lavine leading down to Shoal Greek and his 
right was on high ground and thrown somewhat forward. la 
front of his left vaa open gronnd, and here hia artilleiy was 
placed with Gaudy's brigade. Jones's brigade was on Gandy's 
right, with a heavily wooded oonntiy before it, and Ireland's 
brigade was in rear of Jonea. The shape of the groimd 
bron^^t the collision first on Geary's right. He, too, had a 
slight barricade and his centre and left held firm, bat he was 
obliged to change front of part of his right, and to deploy 
Ireland's brigade so as to pnt it between Jones and Con^, 
letting Jones continue curving rearward till he connected 
with Williams. When the enemy advanced into the angle 
between Ward's division and Oeaiy's left, they were met with 
canister from Qeuy's batteries and with the infantiy fire in 
front uid flank. They lost their organization, and were 
fearfnlly slaughtered. Few battlefields of the war have 
been strewn bo thickly with dead and wounded as they lay 
that evening around Collier's Will, 

Williams was advancing his division when the heavy mus- 
ketry firing on tlie left warned him to deploy. He was on 
the right rear of Geai;, and his left front was covered by a 
lavi&e which nm into Shoal Creek in rear of Qeaxfa liii& 
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His right rested oa b ravine also, which separated him from 
Ute Foniteenth Corps, and his centre was on the hi^ier 
ground between. The diieotion of all theee lidgea and !»• 
vines from Newton to Williams was such as to throw for- 
ward the nght of each command as it tested on them, and 
the division commanders, except Newton, all fonnd their 
right flank receiving the bmnt of the first attack. Williams 
deployed Bobinsoa's brigade on his left, Enipe's on the right 
of it, and held finger's in reserve, distribnting his batteries 
with special reference to sweeping the ravines on either 
flank and the wooded ridge in front of Enipe. The enemy 
pressing in between Oeary's refused right flank and Bobin- 
son's brigade, soffbred almost as severelj as in the similar 
sitnation between Oeatj and Ward, though the woods and 
thickets here gave them some shelter. On Williams's right 
they tried to pass between him and Johnson's division of the 
Ponrteenth Corps, but Williams, by deploying port of Rog- 
er's brigade, defeated this. In front they were easily re- 
pulsed, though loth to withdraw. 

The whole of the Confederate line of battle waa now de- 
veloped, and did not reach Palmer's corps. His left brigade 
(Colonel Anson Mccook's) assisted in repulsing the attack 
upon Williams's right, but does not seem to have been itself 
assailed. A warm artillery fire waa kept np from works in 
front of Palmer and was responded to by his batteries, but 
no advance was there made from either side. 

Not content with this first repulse. Hood's division oom- 
numdera rallied their men again and again to the attack. 
On Newton's left there was nothing to oppose them, and 
they tried again to turn his flank. Qeneral Thomas waa 
there in person, and ordering np Ward's batteries, which, as 
we have seen, were left behind their division, he put them 
in a poeitioQ to sweep the valley of CUair Creek, and drive 
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back the ooltunn tltat threatened to get ui Newton's max 
Along the whole line the attack had been repniaed, and iti 
only chance of Bnoceaa had been in the flist snrprise ; jet 
with sallen detennination and unwillingness to accept de- 
feat, the efforts to leform and advance again were continned 
till BOOBet, when the enemy tetired to his works. 

The qnestion of lelBtive losses in this engagement is snr- 
rounded 1^ the difficulties which have been disonased in 
other phwefl. Those of the Army of the Gnmbeiland, ex- 
cept in Palmer's corps, are folly and ofSoial^ reported, and 
were 1,707 killed, vonnded, and missiog. Of these, New- 
ton's division lost only 100, having snooeeded apparently 
in making better cover than the other divisions before the 
attack was received ; Ward lost 560, Oeaty 476, and Williams 
680. Of these about one-fifth were killed. Oeory alone re- 
ports any considerable number of miamng, there being 165 
in his division, and this no doubt indicates that there was, 
in the early part of the battle, some oonfosion on his right, 
which was "in the air" till he changed front and connected 
with Williams. 

As to the Confederate losses, Hood, thon^ writing after 
the publication of Sherman's " Uemoirs," and quoting from 
its Bcooimt of this engagement, does not criticise its statement 
of Hooker's estimate of 4^00 killed and wounded in front of 
the Twentieth Corps. This is strtmg negative testimony, 
and the other evidence more than sustains it. Oeaiy*s fatigue 
parties buried 4S9 Confederates, and he reports these as 
being in his front. It is probable, however, that they were 
in both his front and Ward's, as the latter makes no report 
on this point, and Comer's Mill , where the great loss was, 
stood in a reentrant angle between the divisions. Besides 
these there were the losses in front and on the left of New- 
ton, where it is admitted that the artillery posted by Qen^ 
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«tal Thomas made great haToo, and where 200 of the enemy's 
dead Teie bniied. Id front ot WiUiams and betreen ^™ 
and the Fourteenth Corps there was also severe fighting, 
and Williams reports the burying of dead, though withont 
giving numbers. The losses in Williams's division were 
heavier than Geary^s in killed and wounded, and the reputa- 
tion of that division gives assurance that it gave quite as 
good an aooount of itself in the pumahmeiit of those who at- 
tacked it. In the absence of specific reports on this point 
from bJI the divisions, and even asEumiiig that the burial 
parties from Geary's division acted for most of the Twentieth 
Corps, it would seem impossible to put the Confederate 
dead below 800. Hood's medical director's report makes 
the proportion of killed to wounded in the engagements 
around Atlanta, about one to six. This would make his 
oasnalties in all, including prisoners, about six thoueand. 

Hood and his subordinates agree in saying that this was 
intended for a decisive engagement, and that the order 
transmitted from the Ceneral-in-Chief down to regiments, 
was that the troops should attack desperately whatever they 
might find in their front, and strive to make there an end of 
the campaign. But the advance of Sherman's left wing on 
that day was more rapid than the Confederate general bad 
reckoned on, and the urgent reports from Wheeler's oavoby 
and from Cheatham, that the National forces were outflank- 
ing them, disjointed his plans. First Obeatham was ordered 
to move a division's length to his right, as we have already 
seen ; then the absolute necessity of covering the Deoatnr 
road was such that Cheatham ordered his right under Glen- 
eral Brown to extend to the railroad. Even then he was 
obliged to put part of hie troopa in single line, and the 
movement to the right, instead of covering a division length 
ol trout, had been nearl; two milea. 
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MoPherson wm advABciog along the railroad, and Soho 
field npon a pandlel roitd a mile and a half farther north. 
Boward, with Stanley's and Wood's diTisiona was on Bobo- 
field's right, a mile distant. He had foond the bridge over 
the Bonth fork of Feaohtree bnmed; bat after some sharp 
Bkirmishing Stanley snooeeded in rebnilding it and getting 
his oolnmn over and depleted. Wood followed and de- 
pitted on Stanley's right. The road on which Howard was 
marching oonvei^^ on that naed by Sobofleld. It was the 
road known as the Cross Keys road, approaching Atlanta 
from the northeast, by way of the Howard Eonse and Lewis 
Mill. Sohofleld's advance division (Cox's) developed a 
strong line of intrenohments crossing the road, bnt running 
nearly parallel to it toward the north. The leading brigade 
was soon sharply engaged with intrenched skinnishera, and 
the others formed forward on the left of it. Hascall's divi- 
sion passed and formed in a similar way on the left of these, 
Stanley's and Wood's divisions came into line on the right 
Dodge's (Sixteenth) corps had been abreast with Sohofield 
near Deoator, bnt the converging character of the roads had 
brought Logan (Fifteenth Corps) on Sohofleld's left, Blair 
(Seventeenth' Corps) was on IfoPherson's left flank, and 
Dodge was thns put in reserve. Garrard's cavalry followed, 
destroying the lailiood. 

At one o'clock, the honr set for the attack by Stewart 
and Hardee cm the Army of the Gnmberland, Wheeler was 
lallii^back so close to Atlanta that Hood ordered him b.. 
hold on at all hazards, reminding him that General Smith 
with all the reserve artillery was in the works behind him. 
Gresham's division of Blair's corps (moving across the coon- 
ti7 <»ver which Hardee, in a conple of days, was to march 
npon the rear of the same division) pushed the Confederate 
cavalry back np«m a bold hill, which was to be the centra 
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sad key of ft desperate oombat on the 22d. The energy 
of Oresham's movement was splendid, bat in leading th« 
advance of his oolnmn, he himself fell, terribly vonuded. 
Yet the odds was still orerwhelming, and abont six o'clock it 
was BO evident that Wheeler mnat be driven within the forti* 
floations of the city and that Cheatham's line waa stretched 
as mnoh as it wonid bear, that Hood ordered Hardee to 
send a division at once to support the cavalry. Hardee 
directed Cleburne to inarch in obedience to the order, and 
this splendid division moved eilently into the breastworks 
on the commanding gronnd, inolnding the bald hill sonth 
of the railway, where the exhausted cavalry had made their 
last stand as night came on. 

The order vithdravring troops from Hardee had been sent 
at a critical moment, and to nnderstand its effect it is 
necessary to go back to the battle on Feaohtroe Creek and 
view the field from the Confederate side. The assanlt by 
Stewart's corps seems to have been west of Shoal Creek, his 
right entering the angle between Ward's and Geary's divi< 
sions, and his left eztendii^ somewhat boyond Williania. 
Hardee moved down the space between Shoal Creek and 
Clear Creek, and perhaps to the east of the latter stream. 
Be had only Newton's division in his front, though V&v- 
ton's right was supported by Ward. Bardee formed his 
troops with Bate's division on his right, Walker's in the 
centre, Uaney's on the left, and Cleburne's in reserve. 
Xt will be remembered that Newton's right brigade chijiged 
front to the right rear as the enemy approached, and 
'Walker's divdsion first struck the breastworks. It was re- 
pulsed, but its persistent courage had been such that when 
it retired it was so shattered that it was unfit to be again 
put into action. Bate had found nothing in his front, but 
waa seeking in the thicket a way to Newton's left flank. 
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Qebnine's division bad heea aabstitiited for W&lket'i 
beaten men, and Hudee had given the orders for anotlier 
attack when the command from Hood was received oalling 
at onoe for a division to keep McKierson out of Atlanta, 
and Olebnme was sent. Hardee did not think it prudent 
to resume the aggressive with his diminished forces, and 
before Bate eonld be brought into line to snpply Clebome's 
place, night was npon him. 

Hood did not make his official report till the next winter, 
when his campaign had closed in min at Franklin and 
Nashville; then he sought to hold Hardee responsible tor 
this among other misfortunes around Atlanta. He was 
neither qnite just nor generous. His defeat would have 
been only more costlj if he had attacked at one o'clock, 
moving from the positions Stewart and Hardee then oo- 
onpied ; for they would have found the whole of Palmer's 
(Fourteenth) corps confronting them, as well as the troops 
which actually repulsed them. But the renewal of Ear- 
dee's effort toward evening was made impracticable by 
Hood's own order. This he issned simply because Sher- 
muL's combinations brought UcPherson upon Cheatham's 
flank in abundant time to prevent the Confederate general 
from gainii^ any advantage by reason of the gap in the 
centre of the National line. If Hood had not moved hU 
troops to the right, or if he had not taken Cleburne from 
Hardee to cover that flank, Cheatham would have been 
turned, and McFherson would have followed 'Wheeler's 
cavali7 into the city.' 
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BAVTLE OF ATLANTA— DEATH OF HoFHEBSON. 

The 2lBt of Jnlj was spent by the Armies of the Oom- 
betlaud and Ohio in advancing and intranohing skinniah 
lines OS close as possible to the eiiemy's fortificatioiis. 
General Wood was able to swing forward his division north 
of the great salient in his front, and formed a connection 
Titb Nevton, thus bringing the whole of Howard's corps 
again into line together. AtcPherson made firm the con- 
nection with Sohofield's left bj Logan's (Fifteenth) corps, 
and directed Blair to cany the high, bald hill half a mile 
south of the railroad, forming the sontbem extremity of the 
line occupied by Olebume's division the night before. The 
assault was made by Force's brigade of Xieggett's division, 
supported on the right by Oresham's division, now ocm* 
manded by General Qiles A. Smith, Oenentl Oreshom hav 
ing been wounded, as we have seen, in the advance of the 
preceding day. Force advanced under cover of the hill 
itself, which, being steepest near the base, protected the 
attacking line from the enemy's fire at first. Soon, how- 
ever, he come into the open,' and dashed forward at the 
barricade before him. The intrenohment was a slight ime, 
but Olebume's men fought with their usual braveiy, and 
were only driven oat after a sharp combat, and with a loss 
on onr side of 250 killed and wounded. The hill was at 
onoe intieached, though subjected to an enfilading fire 
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of ordeiB neoeasaiy, and Hardee, withdraving in the nigU 
from his line, two and a hali miles north of Atlanta, inarched 
throi^h the oil; by a road west of Entrenchment Greek 
which he crossed at Cobb's Mills, then tomed northeast 
toward Decatur till his head of oolnmn was within aboat two 
and a half miles of that place. It was now a little after day- 
break, and he waited tor his troops to cloae up and form, 
facing the nortfaweat Wheeler's oavaliy passed the line and 
prepared to operate still further to the east. The oolnnm 
had met with the usnal delays of night marobes. Oleborae's 
division had left the front of MioPberson's works, which it 
was now to assault in rear, and had fallen in behind ^r- 
dee's other divisions in Atlanta about one o'clock. The caval- 
ry moving through the oolnmn in the darkness had made 
further annoyance and delay; bnt, considering that the 
head of colnmn had marched some fifteen miles, they had 
made good speed. Beginning on the left, the divisions were 
in the following order, viz., iSaaej, Clobnme, "Walker, and 
Bate. After a short rest, the order to advance was girrai, 
and the Confederate divisions entered the densely wooded 
country that lay between them and the National lines, mov- 
ing Kb right angles to the road they were leaving. 

Meanwhile, with the breaking day, Bberman's campa were 
astir, and it was aoon found that the intrenobmentB in front 
of S<shofield and Thomas were abandoned. A general ad- 
vance was ordered. Sohofield's head of oolnmn, which 
Sherman atioompanied, came in fnll view of the town at the 
Howard House. The fortifications of Atlanta were <m the 
opposite hills, jost aorosa the deep valley in which was 
Lewis's Mill, and the works were thick with men shovelling 
and digging as if for life, their skirmisherB holding the line 
of Gear Creek which flows northward. Sherman rode for- 
ward to leoonmoitre, till his escort drew the fire of the baU 
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teries. There was some ostentation in the way tlie men on 
the fortiflcationa worked, bat no one enspected what ruse it 
might coTer. A few batteries were soon in position and as 
they opened, the enemy Taniehed behind the works and the 
siege began. Our skirmishers pushed back the lines befora 
them as far as possible, and trenches were began on eveij 
commanding knoU, soon making a connected line from 
Thomas's right flank to the works held by McFherson since 
the day before. The extreme right of the army now rested 
near the railway, and the work of rebtdlding the great 
bridge over the Chattahoochee was already progressing. 

McPherson had also been ordered to close in on Atlanta 
when it was fonnd that the enemy had withdrawn from the 
front ; bnt Blair's corps was only separated from the city 
forts by a single valley with its creek (a branch of Entrench- 
ment Creek) flowing soath. To make room for Ijogan he 
transferred G. A. Smith's division to his extreme left, leaving 
Leggett in position as before. Iiogan's corps was advanced 
till General Charles B. Woods's division connected with 
Schofield'a corps. General Morgan li. Smith's division was in 
the centre, and General Harrow's division on the left, con- 
necting with Blair. Dodge's (Sixteenth) corps had been in 
reserve since Jnly 20th, bnt had moved forward on the pro> 
ceding evening. Fnller'a division bivonacked abont a mile 
east of Leggett's division of the Seventeenth Corps, on the 
high ground between the branches of Sugar Creek, a tribn- 
taty of South Biver. Sweeny's division of this corps was 
near the line of the Aug^nsta Bailway, due north from Fuller's, 
and McPheison'a headquarters were with it. The supply 
trains and field hospitab of the Army of the Tennessee were 
in the interval between the Sixteenth Corps and the front 
lines, except a part of the train which was at Decatur, 
gcarded by Sprague's brigade of Fuller's divimou. 
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Abaitt noon on the 22d, both divisiona of Dodgo's cotpa 
were moring under orders toward Blair's left flank, when 
tbe^ were attacked hj Walker's and Bate's divisions of Eiu> 
dee's ooips. Dodge's men were marching bj the flank, right 
in front, and so, f ortnnately, had only to bait and boe to bt 



in line of battle. XcFherson, who had just left Qeneral 
Bherman at the Howard House, met Logan and Blair neai 
the railroad, half way between their line and Dodge, and 
th^ were togetb^ when the continued musketry fire from 
the Sixteenth Corps, told that a heavy force of the en- 
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em; was im the rear. The corps commandeni galloped to 
their commandB and UcPheison hastened to Dodge, first 
direotiDg Blair to send two regiments to cover the trains and 
hospitals. To reach the divisions of Fuller and Sweeny the 
Confederates had to advance over some open fields, where the 
well- sustained mosketi; fiie npon them was terribly destrao* 
tive. Fuller's division, which was on the right, sustained 
the first brunt of the attack, and repulsed it ; but it was 
renewed with great determination. The Fonrteentli Ohio 
and 'Welker's batteries were put in position, and the nnfiag- 
ging fire of the two divisions made it impossible for Walker 
and Sate to force their way across the field. McPherson, 
near Fuller's right, had ordered the trains out of the inter- 
val, and hod received several messages from Blair informing 
him that bis flank was also engaged. He hod also sent to 
Logan for his reserve brigade (Wangelin's) to fill the gap 
between the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Oorps, when, satis- 
fied that Dodge oonld hold his ground, he started at speed 
to reach Blair's line by the road which till that moment had 
been clear. He had hardly gone a hundred yards when he 
ran full into the skinniah line of Olebnme advancing through 
the gap. They called to him to surrender, but raising his 
hat OS il to a salute, he wheeled to gallop away, when a 
volley was fired and he fell mortally wounded. TTjb staff 
had been scattered carrying orders, and he was alone with 
on orderly, who was also shot and captured ; but a wounded 
soldier near by managed to get away and gave information 
of the great loss the army had sustained. In a few mo- 
ments the shifting tide of the battle had withdrawn the 
enemy a little, and the general's body was recovered before 
it was yet cold. Fuller, hearing the firing advancing beyond 
liis right, hod sent the Sixty-fonrth Illinois to cover that 
flank. This regiment was armed with the Henry repeating 
IX.— 8 
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rifles and made so Iiot a Are that Olebnme'e skinuiBheTs wen 
checked with considerable loss, a flag and some fortj men 
being captured. Upon the priaoaetB were foand Member 
son's equipments, together with a despatch to him from Sher- 
man detailing the plans for the day, which there bad not yet 
been time to send to the Confederate oommanden. Follow- 
ing this adrance, Colonel Strong of McPberson'a staff had 
been able to seonre and cany off the remains of his beloved 
chief. 

The advance of Hardee's left came ont in fall view of 
Atlanta, and lapped a little over tiie front of Slaii's refused 
left wing. The form of the works enabled Smith's division 
to repel the enemy there without trouble ; but as the rest of 
Cleburne's and Maney's divisions moved forward into the 
open rear, the courage of the troops became their dastmo- 
tiou, for they were soon surrotmded, and many were killed 
and some captured. There was no time to change front ex- 
cept by facing about, and this the rest of Smith's division 
did, leaping over their breastworks and fighting from the 
other side. The enemy's advance pressed on till it reached 
the foot of the bald hill and commenced the ascent to attack 
IJeggett over the very gtound Force's brigade had a8sault«d 
the day before. Tbia division, too, was obliged to fight 
from the reverse of its intrenchments, but determined to hold 
the ^'11 at all hazards. Force's adjutant^ Captain Walker, 
fell, shot through the thigh, and Force, leaning over to enp' 
port his friend, received a ball through the head, though by 
almost a miracle it passed below the brain and was not fatal 

All this was not the work of a moment, for the ground was 
a thicket along most of the line of the enemy's advance, and 
even the squads of men broken from their ranks, fought their 
way slowly to the rear, making Hardee pay dearly for all the 
ground he gained. Logan's reinf oroement arrived, and poslh 
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ing forrard toward Dodge's rigM, aasisted in covering a 
change of front for Blair's left, which was now able to pivot 
on the bald hill, and gradnallf, hj stabbom fighting, to 
fonn a new line, which by the aid of Wangelin's brigade 
was almost continnons with Dodge's, and was on defensible 
gronnd. 

On hearing of HcPherson's death, Shennan ordeied Lo- 
gan, the senior corps commander, to aesnme command of 
the Army of the Tennessee, by an encouraging message full 
of confidence in that general and his troops. As be beard, 
however, that Sprague's brigade in Decatar was also at- 
tacked by Wheeler's cavalry, he ordered Schofield to send a 
brigade to cover the army trains behind Pea Vine Creek and 
to assist Sprague, and two others to covet the left flank of 
Dodge's corps on the railroad. Beilly's brigade of Cox's 
division was detailed for the former dnty, and the division 
commander with Cameron's and Barter's brigades, and the 
Fifteenth Indiana Artillery, was sent on the direct Decatnr 
road to report to Logan. As they passed ont to the flank. 
Dodge asked for one of the brigades in his line, as another 
attack was imminent, and Barter's was sent him, while 
Cameron's was taken to commanding gronnd within a mile 
and a half of Decatar and intrenched. Spragne was soon 
hard pressed in Decatar, bnt Beillj going to his assist- 
ance, Wheeler was repulsed and the extreme flank in that 
direction was made secore. M. L. Smith sacceeded Lo- 
gan in command of the Fifteenth Corps, and Brigadier- 
Qeneral Lightbum took temporary oonintaad of Smith's 
division. 

' Hood himself was in a eaUent of the Atlanta fortifications 
from an early bonr in the morning, and when the advauce of 
Sardee's left reached the flank of Blair's corps, they came 
XD. fnll view, across an oi>en valley. He watched their prog- 



teas till, about three o'clock thej hod driTen back Blaii'i 
left so tax that ttiey vera attacking the bald hill from the 
Honth. Then he ordered Cheatham to advance vith his 
corpe against the hill and the line of the Fifteenth Corps 
north of it, and Smith with the Oeorgia troops to attack the 
lines of Schofleld now held only hy Hoscall's dlTiaion and 
Byrd's brigade of Cox's. 

In the advance of Logan's corps earlj in the morning, 
Colonel Jones (Fift^-third Ohio) with two regiments of H. 
L. Smith's division, had been pnahed well forward and oc- 
cupied the top of a hill half a mile in front of the rest of the 
corps, having with them two gims &om Battery A, First Illi- 
nois ArtiUerj. The advance of Cheatham's corps socm out- 
flanked this force, bnt Colonel Jones withdrew it in good 
order to the principal line. At this point the railway passes 
through a deep cut near which was a large house so aita- 
ated as to mask the approach of the enemy and cover his 
advance along the railway. Jones asked leave to bum the 
house, bnt failed to get it— a mistake which was, in part al 
least, the cause of the break in the line which oecurred 
there a little later. 

Leggetfs division had just repelled the attack from its 
rear, fighting from the front of their own breastworks, when 
Cheatham's attack came, forcing the men to leap back to the 
other side and again fight toward their proper front. The 
advantage of the ground enabled Blair to hold on to the hill 
by desperate fighting, bnt part of Logan's (Fifteenth) corps 
north of it, being on lower ground and taken in reverse 
by the enemy's cannonade from the edge of the wood whera 
M cFherson had been killed, broke, and were swept back to 
the railroad, where they formed along it as a new line. This 
happenedaa follows. Jones, temporarily commanding Light- 
bom's brigade, had for a time driven back the onslaught 



D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



BATTLE OP ATLANTA-DEATH Of M0PHEB8OK. 174 

Tipoa hia front, and the rest of the diTision io tlie eeooDd 
line had theii attention dincted to the lear vhere Hardee's 
fire wBfl heginning to reach them. Cheatham pushed for- 
ward Ifanigaolt's brigade to the house in front of Jones, 00- 
cnpying it and firing from its windows, while the greater 
part of the same command, massing under cover of the 
honse, mabed throngh the railway cnt, tnming the flank of 
Jones and forcing his men to fall back in disorder, thongh 
not till they had ^iked the gnna of the Illinois batteiy. 
Tb.6 second line of the division gare way nnder this front 
and rear attack, and here it was that De Gres's battery of 
20-pr. Farrotts was also taken. 

Woods's division of the Fifteenth Corps hong on by its 
right to Soho&eld's position, bat a great gap in the line 
was opened in the centre of the corps. Bherman himself, 
from near the Howard Honse, had this part of the field 
in full view, and immediately ordered Schofield to mass 
his artillery there and open upon the enemy's flank as they 
were crowding to the east. This was done, the smooth gons 
firing spherical case-shot rapidly, and Cockerell's battery 
of 3-iDch ordnance rifles doable-shotting with canister; 
those admirable little guns proving as asefnl in a dose en- 
counter ot this sort as they were in longer range. The ad- 
vance of Cheatham was checked with terrible carnage, and 
the Fifteenth Corpa rallying and making a connter-chsrge, 
the enemy were driven back pell-mell, the lost gnna, ex- 
cepting two, were retaken and the intrenobments reoo- 
onpied. As Hardee and Cheatham were operating on the 
sides of a right angle, they were personally miles apart, and 
their attacks oonld not be made simnltaneons. This had 
fortunately enabled Blair to repel the assaults in front and 
rear alternately, and in the lull of the strife when Olebame 
and Uaney were lefonuing for other efforts, his men soo- 
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ceeded in makmg a Ugbt line of breastwoiks,' eonneotiiig 
the bald hill with Dodge, and the oorps of the latter covered 
its iront in a similar way. 

The orisis of the battle was now passed, and though the 
Confederate generab led theii men to the attack repeatedly, 
they only increased their loss without seriously ImperilliDg 
the position of the Army of the Tennessee. Schofleld's men 
in single rank easily repulsed the efforts of Smith's Georgia 
troops north of the Howard House, and though Thomas, in 
obedience to Sherman's orders, felt of the works along the 
front of the Army of the Cumberland, Stewart's corps, in the 
elaborately prepared fortifications of the city, was able to 
show a front which he did not think it wise to assault. 

As night fell upon the field, Hardee withdrew hia right 
wing, making a half wheel to the rear, to the ridge between 
Sugar Creek and Entrenchment Greek, by which he kept his 
left in practical connection with the salient of the Atlanta 
fortifications and intrenched in a tenable position. This 
would no doubt have made the point d^iyipui from which 
Hood would have extended his lines southward to cover the 
Macon Bailroad had Sherman continued to operate by onr 
left flank. 

The pressing importance of increasing the gap broken in 
the Augusta Bailroad, in view of the warnings Sherman had 
received from Washii^on to expect the enemy to be rein- 
forced by that route, had made him send Oarrard with the 
cavalry eastward to Covington, to bum bridges and destroy 
the railroad track. This Garrard did handsomely, but hhs 
absence from the left fiank of the army had enabled Hardee 
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to approach without warning, and gave the attack the mo- 
mentai; advantage which resnlted from his audden appear- 
anoe in rear of the Seventeenth Corps. It was an attack of 
four diviaions npon fonr, in the flrat instance, with the enor- 
mons odda of an attack in rear. In the midst of the milie 
resolting from this, Cheatham's assault came again in rear of 
part of Blair's troops, adding overwhelming odds in nnm- 
bers to the disadvantage of position. To have repnlaed the 
enemy from the key-points nnder snoh circumstances, and 
to have reformed on the interval between Blair and Dodge 
BO as to present what proved an impregnable front there, 
must be held to have proven fighting qualities in the troops 
which have been rarely equalled, and a cool-headed readiness 
in commanding ofBoere from the General-in-Chief downward, 
which combine to moke tm invincible army. 

The results ara in themselves a signiflcant comment on 
Hood's new tactics of aggression. The total loss in the Na- 
tional army was 3,521 killed, wounded, and missing, with 
ten pieces of artillery. DeCbes's battery, which was for a 
time in the enemy's hands, was retaken by the connter- 
charge of the Fifteenth Corps. The other guns lost were 
Hurray's "regular" battery, which was captured while 
marching in the road in rear of Blair's corps at the first at- 
tack, and two guns of battery A, First Illinois, which had 
been with General Morgan L. Smith's division in the ad- 
vanced line in front of Logan's corps, but were taken and 
dragged off when the line afterward broke. 

Of the enemy, 1,000 dead were delivered to their flag of 
truce in front of one division of Blair's corps, 422 were 
buried in front of Dodge's corps, about 700 were buried in 
front of Logan's corps, and Blair estimated' the number in 
front of Ids other division as many as those delivered under 
the flag, making a tottd of 3,200. Bednoing by half the 
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nomben that were eetiinated, and titere would still be at 
least 2,600 killed. Two thoasaod Confederate prisoners wen 
token, of whom lialf were woonded. With these data, no in- 
genni^ of flgnring can reduce the enemy'B total loss below 
the ten thousand at which Logan pnt it 

Hood afterward complained of Hardee's morement as 
made too slowly and not far enoogh to the east, and his at- 
tack as not TigoTons enongh. The facts do not jnstify the 
comfdainb The ronte aotnallj travelled was fifteen miles 
for the head of colnmn, or more than semi honis ordi- 
nary marching. The n^ht and tite passing of oavBli; made 
this slower and more difBcalt. After forming and moving 
through thickets and over broken oonntry tor two mile^ 
where, as he said, it was often impossible to see ten paces in 
advance, upon dressing his lines for the attack, his ertreme 
left jnat overlapped the left of Blair's corps, his alignment 
being at an angle of forty-five degrees to Blair's and in rear 
of it. The movement of blocks npon a map coold hardly be 
more exact, and to those who were aocnstomed to maioh 
through that difllcnlt conntiy, the precision of it is miovel- 
lons. Hardee did not know of the presence of Dodge's 
corps tiU he stmck it, bat even so he oatfianked it also on 
right and left, and conld not have wished for a change in 
his line if he had known in advance exactly where it stood. 
The attack was to the fnll as vigorous and persistent as 
Hood's own in front of Marietta on the 22d of June, and 
it was made as early as could have been expected. The 
subordinate general's work, viewed as a piece of militai; 
manoenvrii^, will excite more admiration among stadenta 
of the art the more it is examined. The oausea of its defeat 
have been alreo^ stated. 
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BHEBiuif's purpose in moving the Army of the Tennessee 
npon Decntor and then to Atlanta on the east, had been to 
deatroj the Angnata toad for so great a distance as to pre- 
vent its being rebnilt and used during the rest of his open* 
tions abont the oitj. Had Hood abandoned the town, this 
wing woold have been ready to march to the Maoon Bailroad 
at Bongh-and-Beady Station; but the question of snpplj 
and of easiest reaching the Bonthera lines of railroad near 
the city decided Sherman to extend his lines by the right 
flank. He only waited for Gatrard'e return from the expe- 
dition to Oorington and for resting and shoeing the horses 
of Bonssean, who had reached the army after cutting the 
Montgomery Bailroad near Opelika. 

Some delicate questions of organization also demanded 
his action. The lamented death of UcPherson made it 
necessaiy to assign a commander to the Army of the Ten- 
nessee. Hooker was the senior officer available, if the whole 
army were considered, and Iiogan if the Army of the Ten- 
nessee should furnish the commandant. A doubt whether 
other corpe commanders of the army would cheerfully serve 
under Logon, owing to some existing jealousies, was one 
of the reasons for making a selection oufaide of that organ- 
ization. Logan and Blair bad been very active and promi- 
nent in the politicftl af&in of tba ooontiy, and both ex- 
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pected to be eo again; but Logan had won his militai; 
promotion by brave and valasble service, and could sbov 
honorable scan for each of his grades. The trait in tii™ 
most criticised by his companions in arms was hia qmeni- 
loosness and disposition to find fonlt with commands given 
him. He coold see fifty reasons why a different order ehonld 
hare been issued ; bat when once in battle hia condact was 
brilliant as well as jndicioos, and his personal gallantry was 
proverbial. His condnot on Jnly 22d had met Sherman's 
warmest approval, and the despatches of the latter to the 
Government eameetly disclaimed any implied derogation of 
Logan's merits in appointing another to the command of the 
army. 

Hooker was the senior of both Sherman and Thomas, and 
looked upon the appointment to the vacancy as his right. 
Since the incident of June 22d, Sherman had foimd the dif- 
ferences between them increasing, and honestly doubting 
whether he cenld have the cordial co-operation from him 
which was essential in his principal subordinates, he put 
Hooker oat of the list of those eligible for assignment. It 
is possible that in his ultimate choice a predilection in favor 
of officers bred in the so-called regular army might have had 
some little inflnence, but Sherman repudiates any purpose 
but that of securing the best organization, and he was too 
broad a man not to know that the school of the war, for 
men who had any military aptitude, had been a soldier's 
education of snch a sort that any question of the school they 
had attended as boys would be ridiculous. 

After consulting with Thomas, Sherman recommended 
Howard for the position, and the President made the ap- 
pointment. Howard and Slocnm had respectively com- 
manded the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps in the battle of 
ChanoellotSTiUe nnder Hooker, and the latter had charged 
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Howard with much of the reBponaibility for tha diBsater. 
When the two corps were conBolidated into the Twentieth, 
at the beginning of the present campaign, and Hooker was 
aBsigned to it, Howard had been given the Fourth Gotpa, 
and Sloonm had been sent to the MissiBBippi Biver and put 
in command at Vickabnrg. To Hooker, therefore, Howard's 
assignment seemed like a donble affront, and he asked to be 
relieved. Major-Oeneral H. W. Sloonm was then recalled 
from Yicksbnrg to fake command of the Twentieth Goipe, 
thongh it was near the end of Angnst when he arrived. 

In Howard, Sherman found most of the same tnita which 
made his association with Thomas and Schofield a satisfao- 
toi7 one. Oonscientionsly tnie and loyal to their superior, 
all three of them asked only how they might most thor^ 
onghlj cany ont his views, without captiousness, hesitation, 
or complaint. Their abilities and experience made them at 
ease in the handling of large bodies of men, and it is rare 
that a large army has had its principal generals so cordial 
in cooperation, so free from jealousies or intrigues, and so 
able to relieve the Oeneral-in-Chief from the details of ad- 
ministration and of tactical handling of troops. For Thomas, 
Schofield and Howard both hod a respect second only to 
that they felt for Sherman, and any accident which might 
have left Thomas in command, would have given him as 
able and faithful support in his enbordinatea as Sherman 
himself found. 

In the command of the Fourth Corps, Howard was suc- 
ceeded by Majoi^Qeneral D, S. Stanley, which completed 
for the present the more important changes in the organ- 
ization. A lively correspondence, however, took place be- 
tween Sherman and the War Department in relation to pro- 
moticm given to two brigadiers who had asked to be relieved 
through disoontent or on plea of ill-health, and had by 
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politioftl infloenoe at Waohington got the promotion which 
had not been aooorded. to ai^ who had oontinned in the 
field. A ciroamstanoQ which had cansed no little comment 
in the army waa the fact that with the general orders an- 
nonnoiug these promotions, which were pablished to tiie 
troops, were others in which officers of the line were sum- 
marily dismissed the service for tendering their resignations 
while their command was in the presence of the enemy. 
Against the demoralizing infinence of the "spoils system," 
which constantly tended to put inflnence at Washington in 
lieu of faithful serrioe, Sherman Tigorous^ protested on 
behalf of his army. The working of the ^stem could not 
be better illustrated than by the case of Colonel Poe, Sher- 
man's chief engineer. This officer, a lieutenant of engineeis 
at the beginning of the war, after assisting the Qovemor of 
Ohio to organiae his State troops, was made colonel of a 
Uiohigan volnnteer regiment, and by distinguished abili^ 
in the field, rose to the command of a brigade. For gallant 
and meritorious service in the campaigns of 1861-62 in 
Virginia, he was nominated brigadier-general, and resigned 
the ooloneloy to enable a good lieutenant-colonel to take 
the rank. The President's list of appointments was in excess 
of the number fixed by statute, and the Senate Tetumed 
them for reduction. Then came a general scramble among 
the political " infiuenoes," and instead of a simple reduction, 
a new list waa sent in, oontainiug some never before recom- 
mended, and dropping many of those who would not seek 
such aid. In this way Poe loat his commission, sod re- 
turned to his simple rank as a company officer in the staff 
corps, after demonstrating his abilities as a general in the 
field ; bnt his self-respect forbade his seeking afterward a 
line command. His recognized talents were attested by his 
htaag made the chief engineer of a great army with the lin- 
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eol Tank of captain only: a thing tmprecedented in onny 
organizationB. To imderatand what might seem almost in- 
Babordination in Sherman's correspondence above referred 
to, in which he said, " If the rear be the post of honor, then 
ve had better all change front on Washington," it is neoes' 
saiy that such facte should be remembered. 

In the Confederate army Hardee had songht to be re- 
lieved, owing to his dissatisfaction with Johnston's removal 
and the aesignment of Bood to command ; bat he had with- 
drawn his teqnest at the personal desire of the Confederate 
Freeident. Lienteuant-QenBral S. D. Lee was assigned to 
the command of Hood's old corps, and joined the army from 
the west, while Hajor-Qeneral Cheatiiun returned to his 
division in Hardee's corps. Hajor-General Walker had been 
killed in the battle of Atlanta, bnt Hardee'e corps was so 
depleted bj the terrible losses of that daj, that that division 
was broken np and its regiments assigned to the others. 

Bj Jnlj 26tih Ute railway from Chattmooga was in mnning 
order to Thomas's camps, Colonel Wright having bnilt the 
high bridge over the Chattahoochee in six days. Sherman 
leas now ready for new movements of his infantry by the 
right flani, abandoning th^e Boswell road as a line for sup- 
plies. The Army of the Tennessee was ordered to send its 
trains and field hospitals to a point near ttte month of Feaoh- 
tree Creek, and to move on the 2Tth by saccessive corpa 
from the extreme left to the extreme right, leaving Schofield 
for the moment to hold the eastern end of the lines of cir- 
cnunvallation t^ diawing back part of his command into the 
intxenchments oconpied by the enemy on the 20th. 

Simultaneously with this, the cavalry on both flanks were 
organized for expeditions toward the llacon Bailroad, for the 
purpose of onlting Hood's commnnications. Bonssesn had 
Tetnmed to his district command, but Haniecoi's oavalij 



brigade, which had oome with him from Opelika, reported 
to McCook, giving him a diriaioii abont three thonsand five 
hnndred strong, on the right of the armj. Stonemaa nmted 
Oarrard'a troopers with his own on the left, and had about 
eix thonaond five hundred in all, near Deoatnr ; but as Gar- 
rard's troops had recently been hard worked, these were 
to be nsed as a reserve, leaving lees than three thoneand for 
the more active duties of the expedition beyond Jonesboro. 
After carrying oat his orders as to the railroad, Stoneman was 
authorized, at bis own desire, to march on Macon and Ander- 
Bonville, in an effort to reeone the National prisoners of war 
in ttie military prisons there. 

On the morning of the 2Tth both cavalry and infantiy 
were in motion. Dodge's corps (Sixteenth) first left its 
position, marching in rear of the army crossed Froctor'a 
Oreeb before night, and passing Davis's division of Palmer's 
(Fourteenth) corps which had formed a recnrved right Baitk, 
advanced till it was on a prolongation of the general line 
of the Cumberland Army, curving around the city. This 
brought it aloi^ the road leading south from Elliott's Mill 
to Sfoont Ezra Ohorch, facing dne east, and having before 
it a little valley in which ran one of the upper branches of 
Proctor's Creek. The other corps of the Army of the Ten- 
nessee followed during the night, Blair's (Seventeenth) get- 
tii^ into position on the right of Dodge early in the morn- 
ing, and extending the line quite to the chnrch, near which 
the north and south road is crossed by a more important 
one, leaving the southwest snbnrb of Atlanta near the rsce- 
GOnrse, and running west to a village near the Chattahoo- 
ohee, bearing the cocophouoUB name of LickskUlet 

The railways to the south and southwest leave the city at 
the south side of the race-course, and, as has already been 
noted, run together for five nules to East Pointy where th^ 
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Bepan>t«. The railway line is the watershed, the head- 
waters of Proctor's Creek, TJtoy Creek, and Camp Creek 
taking their rise in the ravines which break down by devious 
channels to the north and west toward the Chattahoochee, 
with ema^er lateral branches often ronning between hilly 
ridgea neatly parallel to the general line of the railwaj. 

Near where the Lickskillet road leaves the oily there 
was a strong salient and a bastion in the line of Confederate 
fortifications, which then tnmed a little east of sonth, cross- 
ing the railway in about a mile, but running pretty elose to 
it for the last half of that distance. Blair's right was there- 
fore within a mile and a half of the railroad, and if the eify 
defences continaed to be Hood's line, a day or two would 
certainly enable Sherman to cat his communications. The 
Confederate commander already had his engineers at work 
with details of men staking out a new line for trenches, 
leaving the city fortifications at the bastion above described 
and running southwest some four miles, crossing the north 
fork of Ctoy Greek, and resting on some very commanding 
hills with broken ground in front, near where runs the road 
from Atlanta to that same Sondtown on the Chattahoochee 
which gave the nams to the oft-mentioned toad north of the 
river. The course of this line diverged somewhat from 
the railway, so that at the Sondtown road it was nearly two 
miles away. Johnston's plans at Marietta were to be sub- 
stantialfy repeated, and the warfare of flanking lines was to 
be prolonged to East Point. 

Hood had snfi'ered so severely in the battles at Peachtree 
and on the east of Atlanta, that his troops were losing their 
stomach for assaulting intrenchments ; but the implied con- 
ditions of his appointment to the command fettered him, 
and he could not adopt within a week the policy of his 
predecessor. 'Whilo preparing for contingencies, thereforej 
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he detennined upon another effort to crash Sherman's 
flank ; and since the thing was to be again tried, it nnut be 
admitted that he was wise in detennining to strike How* 
ard's right while in motion, and before it eonld intrench. 
He withdrew Loring'a and Walthall's divisions of Steworl^a 
corps, to snpport General S. D, Lee, who with his corps 
(lately commanded bj Cheatham) was ordered to move out 
on the Liokskillet road, attack Howard, and drive b'm 
from that road and the one bj Ezra Ghnioh. Stewart's 
orders directed him to remain in support of Xiee near the 
fortifications tUl needed, and next morning (29th), rein- 
forced bj his other division (French's), to move bejond Lee 
and tnm completely the flank of Howard, attacking him in 
rear. Hardee's o<a^and &nith's Oeorgians were ordered 
to occupy the works in front of Thomas and Schofleld. 
This was the rei)etition of the tactics of the 22d, but with less 
brilliancy ; for the attack by Lee's corps on the 28th would 
put Sherman on the qui vive, and the chances of Stewart's 
following the movement up on the 29th would be small. 

Meanwhile Logan was marching into position neat Ezra 
Ohnrch, and Davis's division of Palmer's (Fourteenth) corps 
was ordered by Sherman, the evening before, to make a con- 
siderable detour from Elliot's Mill beyond where Iiogan was 
expected to be, so as to strike in flank any force which 
might attack him. Sherman himself, as well as Howard, 
was with Iiogan's corps when the Oonfederates under Lee 
deployed along the Lickskillet road and advanced to the 
attack. Logan's men had made some cover for themselTcs 
after the presence of the enemy was discovered, and the Fif- 
teenth Corps line bent back from Ezra Church nearly at 
a right angle to Blair's. The ground was high and the slope 
in front partially open; and though the Confederates ad- 
vanced with their nsnal bravety they were easily repulsed 
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Thej were tben reformed, and the order to advance ^ain 
given and obeyed, but with no better result. Stewart moved 
forward his two divisions to Lee's assistance, and thej also 
were soon hotlj engaged. The general officers exposed 
themselves to encourage their troops, and Stewart, Loring, 
Blown, and Johiisos were all wounded and disabled. In 
the intervals of the charges the National line was made 
stronger, and each attack was less vigorons and had less 
chance than the one before it. Blair and Dodge sent their 
reserves to support Logan, Howard massed his artillery to 
sweep the open grotuid on hia flan^ and before sunset the 
enemj acknowledged himself beaten, and drew out of musket 
ntnge. In the last attacks portions of the command refused 
to advance, and line officers with their drawn swords were 
seen from our works to march to the front of troops that 
would not follow them.' 

Sherman was hopefnl that Davis's division wonld arrive 
in time to torn the rcpnlse of the CSonfederates into a rout 
hj a oonnter-attack npon their flank ; bat the lack of ac- 
curate maps had caused it to get npon a wrong road, and 
it did not reach the field. The bmnt of the attack fell upon 
the divisions of Harrow and Uorgan L. Smith, which formed 
the centre and right of Logan's corps, but while warmly en- 
gaged, their line was never seriously in danger. Howard 
reported his losses nnder six hundred killed, wounded, and 
missing, which was less than the number of Confederate 
dead left upon the field and buried by Logan, for the total 
of these was almost seven hundred. Howard's estimate of 
the enen^'s loss at five thousand in all forma, was therefore 
ft reasonable one, and subsequent information led him to in- 
crease it 

iThlanioHnmonlT toldlnoampstthstlniebyoaoiniC gm iMrmMl Uiu^ 



Hood, in his memoirs, passes lightl}' orer this battle, bb i! 
it weie a ohance and impremeditated engagement ; bnt the 
Teports of hiB Bnbordinfltes sliow that it was the third of hia 
seriooB and carefuHj planned efforts to defeat hia adverfiarj 
by a flank attack. For some reason not explained, he ra- 
dered Hardee to go to the front and assnme oommand of 
both corps engaged, neither of which was Hardee's own ; bnt 
the battle was over by the time that general oonld reach the 
field, and the condition of the troops was such aa to torbid 
new efibrte. The fact is, however, nsed with great force by 
Hardee, in rq)elling the subseqnent assertions of Hood, that 
the latter had lacked confidence in either his energy or hia 
ability. The argoment which Hood alao used, that John- 
ston's policy had made the troops timid, is not snpported by 
the &ots. If the ofTensive tactics which he had adopted wag 
calculated to inspire his troops, this shonld have been the 
moat confident and energetic of all hia engagements ; bat it 
woa, on the contrary, the least so, and the teatimony of the 
priaoners who fell into our hands was uniform, that the 
siaaghter which had ooonrred on the 20th, 22d, and 28th 
July in quick snocession waa looked upon as useless and 
hopelees by his army. In the chaffing between pickets 
which often ooonrred in the lulls of the long conteat, a Con- 
federate soldier, in answer to the question, " Well, Johnny, 
how many of yon are left," replied, " Oh I about enough for 
another kiUing." This, at the end of July, waa the camp 
judgment, and it came from an infantry never excelled in 
courage or tenacity. Hood's reoaoning, if right, should 
have mode theae three contests the preparation for more 
efibrts of the same kind ; bnt the effect npon himself was 
snch that he never repeated the method till his afbirs had 
become desperate by the march of Sherman upon Jonesboro, 
more than a month later. By that time even Jefferson J)»m» 
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vas appalled at the reenlta, and wrote him on the 5th of 
Angost, " The loss oonseqnent apon attaoking him in his in- 
trenohments Teqnirea jon to avoid that, if praoticable." 
Johnstoa oonld hardly have dreamed of quicker or mora 
complete vindication of his geuetalship. 



CHAFi'iiitt XT. 



Ths ciiTali7 ezpeditionB hod not been sncceBafoL Ko- 
Cook, oa the right, had marched down the west bank o( tha 
Chattahooohee to Gampbelltown, and CFoasing there hod bqc- 
ceeded in reaching LoTejoj*s Station on the Uiicon road, 
seven or eight miles below Joneeboro and aboat thirtj from 
Atlanta. He hoped to make a jonction Tith Stoneman 
there, bnt hearing nothing of him, he did mach damage to 
the nulwaj, bnmed armj trains and some fire hundred 
wagons, taking over fonr hundred priBonere. He undertook 
to letnm bj the same ronte he had travelled, bnt was snr- 
ronnded at Newnan's and lost his prisoners, though he 
fonght his own way through with a total loss of six hundred 

StonemEin had moved from the other flank, and leaving 
Oarrard at Flatrook, east of Decatur, crossed the Ocmnlgee 
Biver near Covington and made for the railroad ranning 
itora Maoon to Angoata, on which he destroyed a large nnm- 
ber of engines and cars at Oriswold. He went eastward tax 
enough to bnm the bridge over the Oconee, then reonited 
his detachments before Macon ; bnt the river was between 
him and the city, and after shelliag the town he moved back 
toirard Oliutcm. Being intercepted and snrronnded by what 
he sappoeed was a greatly enperior force, be aath<mied hii 
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brigade oommandeni to cat their v&j ont, wHle he, with 
abont Beren hundred of his men, held the enemf in check 
till the others got throngh and then Bnrreiidered. His aao- 
rifioing himself to enable his anbordiuates to moke good a 
retreat was peraomiUj honorable to him, but the facta as 
afterward discovered showed that he had been deceived as 
to the enem/s force, and that hia position was bj no means 
desperate. Sherman was dissatisfied with the lack of enter- 
prise shown hj Garrard dnring Stoneman's absence, and 
rated the nsefolness of his cavalry rather low. 

The movement of the Armj of the Tennessee to the right 
was followed by that of the Armj of the Ohio, which moved 
from its position on the left flank in the night of the 1st of 
August. Oeneral Thomas had been ordered to take a divi- 
sion from the Twentieth Corps, which General Williams 
temporarily commanded, and wiUt it and Davis's division 
already beyond the flank of the Army of the Tennessee, 
awing forward that wing toward Atlanta. He took Ward's 
division and placed both it and Davis's upon the LiokekiUet 
road a mile west of the Alms Honse, and Howard wheeled 
his r%ht forward to connect with them. On the 2d, Scho- 
field moved np the Twenty-third Corps, intrenching on the 
banks of the north fork of Utoy Creek, and the Army of the 
Tennessee again brought the right shonlder forward and 
gained nearly a mile of new ground on that flank. Ward's 
division was now sent back to the Twentieth Corps, which 
extended its lines bo as to relieve Palmer, who with the rest 
of the Fourteenth Corps joined Davis's division on the right. 

Sherman was now of the opinion that his right wing must 
be near the railroad, and for the purpose of giving unity to 
movements on that flatik, directed Palmer to report to Scho* 
field and act under hia orders temporarily. This raised a 
gnestion of rank, as Palmer's commission ante-di^ed Scho- 
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field's, though both were mode to take eSect on the sama 
day, and Sohofield waa aeiiior in previons grade. Sherman 
decided in favor of Sehofleld's claim, but Palmer protested, 
and aaked to be relieved of the command of his corps. After 
vainly endeavoring to persuade Palmer to withdraw his re- 
quest, and suffering for two days a game of cross pTirposes 
which greatly obstructed and delayed movemente on that 
flank. Palmer waa relieved, and soon after General Jefferson 
O. Davia waa assigned by the President to the corps com- 
mand, with rank o( Brevet Major-General, by reoommeiidft- 
tion of both Sherman and Thomas. This, however, antid- 
patea the order of events. 

On the morning of August 3d, Palmer's corps was ordered 
forward to co-operate with the Twenty-third, both under 
command of Schofleld, who determined to force a croaking 
of the north fork of TTtoj Greek where it makes a conaid- 
erable bend to the north. Hascall's division of the Twenty- 
third Corps, and Baird's of the Fourteenth were aaaigned 
this duty. Hascall promptly croased with but little opposi- 
tion and oconpied a high ridge on the south, above and east 
of Heron's Mill , taking ground to the left in accordance 
with his orders, till that flank rested near the creek at its 
southward curve. Baird waa to follow Hascall and extend 
on his right, bat did not do so [owing to the disputes about 
the general command of the movement) till five o'clock in 
the afternoon, when General Sherman in person peremp- 
torily ordered the division over, and it took the position as* 
signed with its right resting on the other south curve of 
the creek. On the following morning Cox's division of the 
Twen^-third Corps crossed the creek and formed in rear 
of Baird, with orders to support the advance of the latter. 
Palmer was ordered to move Baird's division strongly against 
the enemy in front, putting over Davis's and Johnson's 
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diTisionB of tte corpe (the former temporarily in command 
of Q«neral Morgan), and, as grotmd ahotild be gained, ewing- 
ing the whole oat to the Bonth and east. Again delays oo< 
cnrred, which Sherman characterized aa nnpardonable, till 
toward evenine^ when a reoonnoisBance was made by Olea- 
fion'B brigade of Baird'a division, oaptnring 25 piisoners, 
and anataining a loss of 26 in killed and voonded ; bnt no 
general movement of the division was made. Morgan and 
Johnson crossed the creek somewhat farther to the right 
and within easy supporting diatanee. Orders for the 6th 
were issued directing Palmer to move Baird's division for- 
ward and endeavor to csunj the position before him or drive 
the enemy into their principal works ; to move Morgan's 
division in Schelon on Baird's left flank, taking advantage of 
any success he might have to oontinne his line to the right; 
and to march Johnson's division to the right beyond Mor- 
gan and advance him in Schelon also to the front. Hoscall's 
division of the Twenty-thiid Corps being in a bend of the 
creek where moat of the division could not advance, was 
ordered to snpport Baird's left. Cos's division was ordered 
to march to the r^ht to support Johnson's division. The 
whole movement was to begin at six o'clook. Duplicates of 
the orders to Palmer were sent to his division commanders 
by Oeneial Schofield, to make sure they were known. Be- 
fore the time of moving in the morning Baird notified Scho- 
fleld that he did not recognize his authority, had received 
no orders from his corps commander, and no notice that the 
Fourteenth Corps was under Schofleld's command. His re- 
port states that when Anally he received orders from the 
corps commander he had no information of the position of 
Morgan's division on his r^ht, and moved forward about 
ei^t o'clock. The advance was courageously made when it 
began, and the enemy's intrenched skinuidi line, which had 
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been greatly atrengUieiied ainoe the day before, was coiriej 
vith a lofls of 83 killed and wonaded. One hnndred and 
fort; prisonera were captnred from the enemy. Morgan's 
diviflion moved np and oomtected with Baird'a right, but 
with the line retiring along the road which mns from the 
Sandtown road to the Tillage of lickakillet. Johnson's 
division formed on the right of Morgan's, and afterward, in 
pnisnanoe of orders, marched to a wooded ridge overlooking 
a small stream, tribntai; to the principal Utoj Greek and 
flowing sonthwest into it. Cox's division beii^ in cloee 
support. The narrow vallej was open, and to the east the 
hills on the other side were wooded. No efibrt was made 
to cross the oreek, Johnson resting on the western side 
during the afternoon. That evening Scbofield i-eported to 
Sherman: "I am compelled to acknowledge that I have 
totally foiled to make any aggressive movement with the 
Fourteenth Corps." Cox's division of the Twenty-third 
Corps was ordered to relieve Johnson's, which in turn was 
ordered to relieve Hascsll's. The latter was then marched 
to r^ht and rear of Cox's. This was early in the morning 
of the 6th, and during the nig^t the constant chopping and 
falling of trees along Ute hillside east of the creek had given 
evidraoe that the enemy's infantiy had moved in force npon 
it. Enconroged by the delays of the past forty-eight hoars. 
Hood had determined to intrench the line of the Sandtown 
rood and had put port of Hardee's corps npon it, mafcing a 
line from the rough and high ground in front of Baird across 
the ridge dividing the branches of Utoy Greek, and then 
down the east side of the tributaiy above mentioned to the 
principal stream ; titenoe it recurved sharply along its north 
bonk. The distance across the forks of XJtoy en this line is 
about two nules. Cox was ordered to make a reconnoissance 
in force by one brigade, supporting it so that if the enemy's 
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line were carried the odTftutoge conld be followed np^ 
Beillj's brigade was detailed for the ptirpose, supported by 
Casement'H (formerly Cameron's). The advEmced brigade 
was formed in line, and the farther margin of the open 
ground being held by onr skirmiBhers, it marched rapidly 
over the brook and up the slope beyond. It soon fonnd 
itself in the entanglement of felled trees, and of nnder* 
growth half cnt oB, then bent down and interlaced, bat it 
pushed on to the intrenchments. They were fonnd to be 
strongly held, and thongh some of the assailants reached the 
parapet, the advance of the brigade was arrested. It held 
its position at the entanglement, a hundred yards from the 
parapet, nntil the reconnoissance developed the solid line of 
breastworks extending far to right and left^ occupied, as was 
learned from prisoners, by Bate's division. Casement's bri- 
gade in line was advanced to the east side of the valley, and 
under its cover, Beilly was withdrawn, with a loss of a little 
over three hondred men. A well supported skirmish line 
was intrenched close to the abatis and held there, prevent- 
ing the enemy from coming outside his works. 

HascaU. marched to the main stream of TTtoy Creek and 
succeeded in crossing with two brigades, driving away the 
enemy's cavalry after a sharp combat. The position thus 
acquired enfiladed Bate's line, and in the night it was 
abandoned. The Confederate troops retired into a strong 
line of fortifications extending from the high hills near the 
north fork of tTtoy Oreek southward across the Sondtown 
rood abont a mile and a half, thence bending a little to- 
ward the east it followed the hilly ridges behind the south- 
ernmost branches of tTtoy Creek till it reached the railway a 
mile beyond East Point 

While matters had been Uins progressing on the extreme 
light, active demonstrations had been mode on other parts 
IX.~9 
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of the line. Stanley had advanoed Btnmgly Bnpported akir- 
miah linea in front of the Foni^ Corps, and had taken the 
enemy's intrenched pickets along moat of his front. Th« 
same had been done hj Willi am a with the Twentieth Corps 
ttad the front of the Armj of the Tennessee had been ad 
Vanced with similar results. The Fonrteenth and Twentj- 
third Corps advanced on the 7th, crowding their skirmish 
lines dose to the Confederate tortificaticins, meeting with 
opposition which Genera] Sherman described in hia des- 
patches to Washii^toii as a " noisy, bnt not a bloody bat- 
tle." Sohofleld's advanced division (Cox's) oocnpied the 
hills immediately in rear of Willis's mill pond, its r^ht 
resting on the principal sonth fork of TTtoy Creek, Hascall's 
division being in reserve on that flank. The Fonrteenth 
Corps (Brigadier-General B. W. Johnson in temporaiy oom- 
mand] swnng its right forward till it formed a connected 
line with Schofield's. 

Sherman felt that he hadnowstretchedhislineabontasfnr 
as oonld be safely done, and determined to try the eSect of 
cannonade with heavier ordnanoe, while parallels should be 
worked np closer to the enemy's fortifications. Hood had 
the Georgia troops with heavy artillery in the works in frcmt 
of Thomas, with reserves of his regnlat troops ready to 
move quickly to any point which might be threatened. 
Hardee held hia extreme left in front of Schofield, and the 
rest of his army was in the space between, confronting 
the Army of the Tennessee. Some 4i-inch Farrott rifled 
cannon were ordered up and pnt In battery on Thomas's 
fron^ and with these and the other artillery of the army, 
Bbetmon cannonaded the town and the enemy's forts for 
several days. He directed Sehofleld, however, to continue 
extending his flank aa far as he could, and on the 8th a bri- 
gade of Hasoall's division was pnt over TItoy Creek on the 
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aonth, and intrenclied on a hill soath of that stream. It was 
toUoved hj the rest of that division in a day or two, and on 
the 12th, Cox's division of the same corps made a reoonnois- 
sanoe in foroe to the junction of the Campbelltown road 
with the road to East Point, and half a mile eastward along 
the latter. This demonstrated the tact that the Ck>nfederate 
lines were farther in front of the West Point Bailwaj than 
either Sherman or Schofield had thought. The division, 
however, was not brought back to its place in line, but en- 
camped on HaacaU's right rear, theFonrteenth Corps extend- 
ing its front so as to fill the gap and reach Utoy Creek. On 
the 16th Schofield advanced his right again, putting Cox's 
division at the crossing of the Campbelltown and East Point 
roads, its fianks covering them both, and on the 18th it was 
pushed out three-quarters of a mile southeast and intrenched 
in a nearly semicircular position with the left covering the 
upper valley of Utoy Creek and the right that of Camp 
Greek. This was the eitreme point reached in the advanc- 
ing of Sherman's lines, and this became the pivot on which 
the movement to the south of Atlanta was made. The suc- 
cessive advances had been made in the face of stubborn re- 
sistance of cavalry supported by infantry skirmish lines, but 
Hood did not repeat his former attacks npoa the flank iu 

On the some day that this last advance was made, Kil- 
patrick was sent with a large division of cavalry to make a 
lasting break, if possible, in the Macon road. Startmg from 
the right rear, he crossed the railroad to West Point at Fair- 
bum, and that to Macon about Joneaboro, doing both some 
damage. Hood had auffioient notice, however, to send Jack- 
son to meet him, and although Kilpatrick made the entire 
circuit of Atlanta, and had done some brilliant fighting, no 
permanent interruption of the railway was made, and the 
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cars were running into AtlantA as nan&l in & daj or twck 
J>aring EilpAtriok'e absenca constant demonstrations along 
tlie line were made, and reconnoisaances in force from ths 
right flank on the 19th, SOth, and 2l8t, vere pushed as tat 
as Gamp Greek Ghnrch, and hoU a mile on the road to Lib- 
ittj Ghnrch, cloee to the forta in front of East Point. These 
were coatiuaed with varying strength, down to the time ol 
the general movement to be narrated. 

Sherman was now convinced that he could expect no per- 
manent results from cutting the enemy's commnnications, 
unless it were done in force, and he seriously resumed the 
plan which he hod conunnnicated to his principal subor- 
dinates in orders a week before, vis., to intrench the Twen- 
tieth Gorpe (Slocnm's), at the Ghattahoochee bridge, and 
swing all the rest of his army to the south of Atlanta. He 
ordered half of all baggage sent to the rear, and each aimy 
to provide itself with ten days' full rations, which should be 
issued so as to last fifteen days. 

Since the 14th, the greater part of the enemy's cavaby 
tmder Wheeler had been operating against the railroad 
north of the Chattahoochee. He attacked Dalton, where the 
garrison under Golonel Laiboldt was able to hold him in 
check, till General Steedmon from Ghattonooga could oome 
to its BABiatoiiQe, when Wheeler was repulsed. The railroad 
and telegraph were cnt in several plaoea, but the damage waa 
trifling, and yielding to the oommon temptation of cavalry to 
make too much of the distance the^ may go behind the boa* 
tile lines, Wheeler marched into Eoet Tennessee, where he 
could by no possibility do anything to oflTect the campaign. 

Satisfied that no serious mischief was occurring in hia 
rear, Sherman began his movement on Thursday, August 
26ih. Stanley's (Fourth) corps, now the left flank on the 
north of Atlanta, marched to the tear of Williams's (Twea- 
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tieth], and Oorrard's cavalry, diamonnted, held the Fourth 
Oorps lines. Next daj Stanley was at Utoy Creek, massed 
in rear ot Dam's (Fourteenth) corps, which also abandoned 
its lines to its skirmishers, and was massed near Stanley. Dot' 
ing the night Williams's corps marched to the works pre 
pared at the railway crossing of the Chattahooobee, where 
Genera] Sloonm anired and assumed oonunand. At the 
same time the Army of the Tennessee marched by roads 
west of Thomas, to the vicinity of the village of Utoy, and 
was also massed, facing sonthward and now forming the 
light of the army. Dodge's corps (Sixteenth), in conse- 
qaenoe of his havii% been disabled by a wonnd, was tem- 
porarily placed nnder command of General Baneom. Gar- 
rard's cavalry coveted the movement at the rear, Schofield's 
oorps (Twenty-third) holding (aat in its positiona in front of 
East Point, and demonstrating in front and flanks. 

By the evening of the 27th, it will be eeen, all of Sher- 
man's army except the Twentieth Corps was between 
Atlanta and Sandtown, fohelloned along that road. Hood 
had not interfered with the movement, and bad only 
followed it with I^ht oavaliy reconnoiasanoes. Bnt hia 
horsemen, skirmishing with Garrard on the north and with 
Eilpatrick on the sonth, were able to locate the National 
forces with snfficient accara<7, and he jumped at the 
conclusion that Wheeler's expedition had been success- 
ful to the fall extent of his hopes, and that Sherman was 
retreating across the Chattahoochee by the Sandtown road, 
short of supplies. His illusion was confirmed by an inci- 
dent which occurred the same evening. An old woman of 
the neighborhood had applied to some of Hardee's troops 
for food, and stated that she had been within the lines of 
Schofleld's division which lay nearest, and had been re* 
fused food with the assertion that the troops had not 
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enongb for themiielves. She had manned to pass the linei 
and oarried her budget of dsts to the enemy. She was 
seat to Hardee, and the latter thinking her knowledge of 
positions of some importauoe, curied her to Hood's head- 
quarters, where she repeated her story. Hood, Beizing npon 
her statement that the National forces were short of rationB, 
exclaimed that it folly corroborated his belief that Sherman 
was crossing the Chattahoochee at Sandtown.' To this cod> 
viction he atnbbomly adhered for forty-eight hoars longer, 
when it was quite too late to make new combinations to keep 
his adversary from the railroad. Had he sospected the 
troth, as some at least of his subordinates did, Lee's and 
Stewart's corps wonld have been in line in front of Bed 
Oak and Fairbum when Sherman approached the West 
Point Railway ; lus right wonld have covered East Point, 
and another long flanking operation, probably this time by 
the left, wonld have been imposed npon the National army. 
Atlanta would have been abandoned, bnt Atlanta was only a 
name— the thing it stood for was the jnnction of the west- 
ern and Bonthem railways, which Hood wonld still have 
held. 

The trains of Sherman's whole army marched between 
the two corps of the Army of the Cnmberland, and Scho- 
field was kept in position till they were well on their way 
from Mount Qilead Ghnrch, which is four miles southeast of 
East Point, to Bed Oak, a station on the West Point Rail- 
way, seven miles from the former place, and near which 
Thomas encamped on the nig^t of the 28th. Howard, with 
the Anuy of the Tennessee, reached Fairbum the same 
evening, five miles &rther southwest on the same road. A 
day was now given to thorough destruction of some utiles 
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of the tftQway, boniiiig the ties and twisting the heated 
rails. Schofield withdrew a little from his isolated position 
on the 28th, patting his corps in line a mile northeast of 
Mount Gilead, and next day moved into connection with the 
left flank of Stanley's corps. The 30th the movement was 
resomed, and the whole army was between the two rail* 
roads, except Sohofield's corps, which moved from Bed Oak 
Station a mile and a half toward East Point, and took 
position there, ooyering the movement of the army trains. 
The Twenty-third Corps was thus separated folly three 
miles from supports, and folly expected a blow from Hood. 
He contented himself, however, with a brisk cavalry recon- 
noissance, and doring the skirmish Schofield's troops threw 
op a light intrenchment in preparation for more serioos 
cootingencies. His dream of a flying enemy waa dispelled, 
however, and in its place he eabstitnted that of a movement 
of two corps of Sherman's army to his lino of oommnnioa- 
tions. He now ordered Hardee with his own and Iiee'a 
corps to Jonesboro, and directed an attack next morning on 
that flank of the National forces. 

The Macon Bailway rons along the ridge separating the 
waters of the Flint on the west from those of the Ocmolgee 
on the east, and Hardee was expected to drive Sherman's 
corps over the former stream if they had crossed it. Qen- 
eral Olebnme was in command of Hardee's own corps, and 
no officer of the Confederate army had a better established 
reputation for courage and energy. He waa delayed in get- 
ting into position by finding that Howard was already upon 
the road he expected to take, and in order to reach the right 
flank of the National forces he had to open a new road. It 
was nine in the morning of the Slst before Glebnme'e corps 
was in position, and I^ee's corps did not get up on his right 
for two hours more. Findii^ that this was giving Howard 
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placed in position west of the river facing to the eoath, hia 
left being nearl; opposite Logan's right. Blair's (Seven- 
teenth) corpe did not get up till morning, when it was placed 
also on the west of the Flint, bat in rear of Logan's left, and 
facing northeast. 

At daylight of the Slat, Logan teotifled hia lines on the 
right and Baneom bnilt a bridge in front of his left, so that 
he connected with Logan. Bribes were also bnilt byBlair 
and Logan, so that the three corps were in matnal support 
and were prepared for a new advance. Howard knew by 
the noise of the trains on the railway that a concentration 
was making dnring the night. His position was somewhat 
perilous till he knew the rest of the grand army to be within 
supporting distance, and he spent most of the day in mak- 
ing his position strong, meanwhile commnnicating with 
Sherman. The General-in-Chief was with Thomas's columns, 
which were in motion, and it was not till late in the day that 
the orderlies sent with despatches from Howard found him 
and he became aware of Hood's new movement. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon Hardee advanced 
against the Army of the Tennessee, his attack extending 
along the whole front of Logan's corps and one division of 
Bansom's. Howard sent 0. B. Woods's division from Blair's 
corps across the river to support Logan's left^ fearing the 
enemy might get between that flank and the stream. The 
attack was fierce, bat neither in weight nor persistency did 
it seem to eqnal former efforts of the Confederate infantry. 
The most determined part of the asaanlt fell on Hazen's di- 
yision ; but here as elsewhere it was repulsed, and the enemy 
retired, leaving over four hundred dead npon the field. The 
Confederates engaged were mostly of Lee's corps, and their 
reports would indicate that that officer, sapposing he heard 
the signal agreed upon between him and Olebntne, had on 
9* 
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Bongb-ftlid-Beady Station, carried conBtematioii witb it. 
Hood himseli seems to have been bewildered, and to have 
seized at once npoa the idea that this was the begiiming of 
a general attack npOD Atlanta, and that Sherman had only 
moved by his right flank across the railways, facing north- 
ward. He had not he^d of Hardee's combat of the after- 
noon, and withont awaiting reports from him, sent at six 
o'clock peremptory orders for the retnm of Lee's corps to 
the city, directing it to move by two o'clock in the morning. 
Hardee was ordered to cover the railway and the provision 
and ordnance trains behind Ih't^ as well as he could. Hood's 
despatches informed Hardee that there were indications of an 
attack on Atlanta, as the National forces were in cousiderabla 
force at Bongh-and-Beady, and it was thought they would 
strike East Point the next day. As the railway and tele- 
graph were cut, these despatches were sent by conrier, and 
Lee's movement was timed accordingly. Lee's corps 
inarched as ordered, bnt was not destined to reach Atlanta. 
Other orders met it on the way. Hardee, pntting a bold 
face on his losing game, stretched his corps as well as he 
could to hold the lines intrenched in the afternoon, resort- 
ing to the old device of heavy skirmish lines in front, with 
reserves ready to move at donble-qnick step to a threatened 
point. Meanwhile he reported to Hood the actual sitna- 
tion, and was greatly helped in his defence of Joncsboro by 
the fact that Howard knew he had two corps of the Confeder- 
ate army before him at nightfall, and no one cotdd suspect 
that one of them would be recalled to Atlanta dttring the 
night. Hood's misjudgment of the state of affoirs was one 
of those inetplicable things which could enter into nobody's 
calcnlation. 

On the night of the Slst, Sherman knew that he held the 
railway from Bongh-and-Beady to near Jonesboro, and that 
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Hardee and Lee 'were in poeition at the latter place. It vas 
possible that a ganisou might be left in the meeinte ol 
Atlanta, bat it was probable that the whole Confederate 
Army would be before him nest daj. He therefore sent 
orders by oonrier to Sloctim, directing him to be active in 
discovering the condition of things at Atlanta, and to enter 
the place if possible. Thomas was ordered to march Davis's 
(Fourteenth) corps to Howard's left, deetrojing each portions 
of the railway as it could reach in passing. Stanley with 
the Fourth Oorps was directed to march down the railway, 
destroying it thoroughly and then joining Davis's corps. 
Schofield's orders were to perform a similar work of destrac- 
tion from Bongh-and -Beady southward. All these orders 
looked to the termination of the campaign vhen Hood 
shotild be driven sonth of Jouesboro, for otherwise the rail- 
way would have been carefully preserved instead of destroy- 
ing it. Sherman was only smioas to press tbe enemy 
enough to make sure of the evacnatian and the complete 
possession of the railway connections at Atlanta ; for this 
carried with it every material advantage which wonld fol- 
low from holding any point north of Macon, the next impor- 
tsnt intersection of railroads. For this reason, he did not 
hasten the movement to Howard's support beyond the 
speed which might be consistent with thorongli work in 
burning the ties, twisting the rails and blowing tip the 
masonry of the road. But in the afternoon be joined How- 
ard in person, accompanying the march of Davis's corps, 
and learned that Lee's corps had disappeared, and only 
Hardee's was before bim. This put a new face on afhiis, 
and he despatched orders to concentrate the Army of the 
Cumberland in baste, so that Hardee might be snrronnded 
and, if possible, captured while isolated from the rest of 
Hood's army. Thomas ordered Stanley to suspend other 
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work and bony forward to Jonesboro. Davis was ordered 
to pnt bis corps on Howard's left, and swinging his own left 
boldly forward, endeavor to envelop Hardee's right. HoW' 
ard was directed to send two divisions of Blair's corps by a 
detour to his right and pnt them, if possible, npon the rail- 
road eoath of iTonesboro. Sobofield tnmed Ms bead of 
column south, moving close behind the Fonrth Corps. 



Hardee's lines bad been formed to meet Howard's advance 
from the west, aad their direction was nearly north and 
south. TTi" extreme right was sharply refused, and where it 
reached the railroad, ran toward the southeast, behind a 
small stream and valley. Cleburne's own division was on 
that flank, Oovan's brigade holding the angle, with Qran- 
berry on his left, and Lewis still farther to the right and 



206 ATIAKTA. 

rear. As Dam's corps approached, Uorgan'e dinmon coo- 
neoted witb the Armj of the Tennessee, having Carlin's 
((ormerlj Johnson's) division on the left, and Baird'a in re> 
serve. Staff officers were despatched to hasten the move- 
ment of Stanley's corps, and Sherman's impatience at the 
delay became bo great that Thomas galloped away in person 
on the same errand. Davis sent forward Edie'a brigade of 
Garlin's division to reconnoitre the ground toward the rail- 
road, and after a brisk skirmish it occupied a hill or ridge 
extending beyond the salient angle of the enemy's Hnes. 
The rest of Carlin's division was now formed on the left of 
Edie, and Morgan's division moving by the main road lead- 
ing by Chambers's Mill, there turned to the left and formed 
on Carlin's right, Baird's division was held in reserve in 
rear of Carlin. Prescott's battety was put in position on 
the hill held by Edie, and its fire, enfilading part of the 
enemy's line near the angle, disabled a number of his guns 
there and did much execution. Davis's formation was in 
two lines, the divisions as near each other as was practi- 
cable. Being ordered forward they advanced toward the 
angle of Hardee's works, but were much impeded by the 
tangled and broken character of the ground. Edie'a brigade 
struck the salient in the enemy's line and carried it, suffer* 
ing oonsiderablj in the attack. The Confederates rallied 
and repnlsed the assailants, E^e's supports not arriving in 
time to enable him to hold the works he had gained. The 
line was reformed near the toot of the slope on which the 
enemy's breastworks were, and the alignment was rectified. 
Este's brigade of Baird's division was deployed in close sup- 
port of Carlin's right and put under hia orders. The ad- 
vance was again ordered, just before five o'clock, and this 
time Este's brigade found itself in front of the salient, and 
carried it with a dash, losing, however, nearly one-third of 
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its nmnberB in the few miantes it vas under the enemy's 
fire. The rest of Cftrlin'e men, sweeping in from the left, 
vith Morgan's on the right, snrronnded the Confederates in 
that angle of their line, and General Oovau with nearly his 
whole brigade and two batteries of artillery were captured, 
the gnn-carriages being a good deal injured bj the previous 
Are of Preacott's battery. Lewis's brigade on Hardee's ex- 
treme right, and Granberry's, which was nest on the left of 
Govan, now fell back, making a new line and showing a bold 
front, while Hardee's centre and left still held to their in- 
trenohments. Stanley's head of column had come up be- 
fore Davis's attack whs made ; but before the corps was de- 
ployed and ready to advance on Davis's left, darkness covered 
the field and pat an end to the day's operations. 

The losses in Garlin'a division were 371 ; in Baird's (Este's 
brigade) 330, and in Morgan's division abont the same num- 
ber. Over three hundred of the enemy's dead were left on 
the field. Eight hondred and sixty-five were snirendered 
with General Govan, and on the following day nearly a thou- 
sand, including woonded left in hospitab by Hardee, were 
added to the list of captnred. 

Before Lee's corps, which had left Hardee in the night, 
had made more than half the distance back to Atlanta, 
Hood discovered his mistake, and countermanding its 
orders, directed it to take position to cover the movement 
of Stewart's and Smith's corps from Atlanta. It was too late 
to save anything which had not been removed, and large 
trains of ordnance and other stores, numbering over eighty 
oars and six locomotive engines, were left to be destroyed 
by the cavahy reor-goard. During the night Hardee also 
evacuated his lines, and on September 2d, Hood once more 
assembled his army at Lovejoy Station. Abont midnight of 
the 1st, the noise of explosions was heard in the direction of 



Atlanta, and it hardly needed the oonrier vhom Slocnq 
sent forward next daj to tell that the city was abandoned 
and the Btores burnt and daetroyed. Slocnm had been met 
on hie adTanoe in the morning by the mayor of the city, who 
formally enirendered the place, and he lost no time in for- 
warding the confirmation of the welcome news to Sherman, 
who had already followed the retreating Confederates to 
tjovejoy Station and waa developing Hood's lines there by 
the sharp Bkirmiahing which had been the everyday work of 
the campaign. 

It was now definitely known that Atlanta was ours, and 
" fairly won," aa Sherman said in his despatches to Washing- 
ton, and he issned his orders for the withdrawal of the aimy 
to the vicinity of that place, for a brief period of rest and 
preparation for a new campaign, ^e Army of the Cnmber- 
land oconpied the city, the Army of the Tennessee waa en- 
camped at East Point, and the Army of the Ohio at I>ecatnr. 
The cavalry covered the flanks and rear, from Sondtown to 
Boswell along the Chattahoochee. 

Hood affects to wonder that Sherman did not attack 
Stewart's corps on the march from Atlanta on September let. 
The reasons ore twofold. The presumption waa that Lee'n 
corps waa atill within aapporting distance of Hardee. In 
the absence of positive evidence, his eccentric march back 
toward Atlanta, in obedience to Hood's order, conid not have 
been imagined by any military man. To get ap the Fotirth 
Corps on the left and envelop Hardee or force him back 
npon any new position Lee might be snpposed to be taking 
in rear, was the plain dictate of wisdom. This was what 
Sherman was doing, and he was exasperated at not being 
able to complete the work before night came on. The cav- 
alry broaght no information of the movements of either Iiee's 
corpa or the rest of Hood's army ; and judging by probabili- 
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Hea alone, eveiy mflxim of eound atrotegy dictated the plan 
of interposing aa mnch as possible of the army between 
Hardee and the remainder of Hood's forces, which must 
nnite with him bj some road coming in from the east. 

Hood also intimates that in callUig Lee to him it was hia 
purpose to attack the exposed flank of Sherman's army. 
Thia waa what Sherman expected and what Scbofleld also 
was looking for; but Hood's despatches to Hardee prove 
that he was not thinking of aggression ; he talked only of 
defence, and waa seeking in vain to settle in his own mind 
any satisfactory theory of his adversary's plan. Had he 
meant to attack the flank, surely never was a better oppor- 
tunity than that of September 1st, when Hardee was fight- 
ing t^ainst odds to hold his position, and Schofield had 
turned his back on Atlanta to march into position at Jones- 
boro. The Confederate General mnat be held to have mis- 
conceived utterly Sherman's movements from Angnst 25th, 
and to have been made inconsistent and feeble in action 
by his nncertaintj as to the aitnation. Of all the theoriea 
as to his purposes at that critical time, the one which 
wonld make him take the bold initiative, as he bad done in 
the first week of his command, is the one most entirely un- 
supported by evidence. The order to Hardee to march to 
Joneaboro was neutralized by the recall of Lee, and loses 
ita appearance of energy, while everything else combines to 
ahow that he was groping in the dark. Sherman's move- 
ment, on the other hand, waa boldly conceived and system- 
atically executed. His corpa was so Echeloned that had 
the enemy marched out of Atlanta to attack the nearest 
flank, Schofield would have been- able to hold him in check 
till the Army of the Cumberland could have come to his 
assistance. The other contingency was the one which was 
tasted. Howard was attacked by Hardee's and Lee's corpa, 
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and easily repulsed the assault till the arriTal of Davis's 
corps enabled Sherman again to assnme the a^resslTQ. 

The campaign as a whole will remain a most instmctire 
example of the methods of warfare which may be said to be 
the natntal outcome of modem improrements in weapons, 
and in means of transportation and commnnication when 
nsed in a sparsely settled and veiy difBcnlt if not impracti- 
cable coontiy. At the time, the sncceesfnl termination of 
the long hand-to-hand stmggle was hailed as the assurance 
that the war approached its close ; and the thanks which 
Congress and the President bestowed upon Sherman and 
his army were only the faint expression of the enthusiasm 
of the nation toward the General and his troops. 
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CHAPTER XVI 



Thb inTeBtigation of the comparatire loases of the coa- 
tending armies is, like that of their oomparative Btrength, 
one of no little difficult- The system of tetnnis of the 
armies of the United Statee is one in which ererj man en- 
listed most be aocoimted for, and the figures, like the debits 
and credits of mercantile acconnt-books, ace expected to 
balance. Forrarioos reasons, no such fnlness of accounts is 
found in the printed reports of the Confederate armies. The 
publication of the arahives collected at Washington will at 
some fntnie day do much to dear np the question, bnt we 
ate forced for the present to rely upon approximate esti- 
mates. FiiBt, however, it mnet never be forgotten that the 
exact system of the National army was not enforced l^ 
the Oonfederates. It is nnneoessary to inqnire whether this 
was a purposed omission, made through the unwillingness of 
the Biohmond Government to let the Southern people know 
the terrible coat of the struggle they were making, or 
whether it resulted from the embarrassments of porertf and 
the lack of the means for keeping np elaborate systems ol 
field statistics. The fact is enough, and of it there can be 
no doubt. At the surrender of General Joseph E. Johnston, 
in the spring of 1866, that officer responded to an inquiry by 
Oeuetal Sohofield as to the number of his forces, that his 
report of effectives was about sixteen thousand men, yet 
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double that nnmber appearad at the Provoet Marahal's offic€ 
at OieeDsboro, and received their oettificatee of parole. At 
that time General Johnston, who was perfectly fa.mili«r -^th 
both BjBtema of returns, added the remark that thej had 
not pretended to keep up the accurate forms of report inr 
sisted upon by the Adjutant-Oeneial's Office at Washington. 

It ma; be that this statement shonld apply chiefly to the 
field returns, which were those made use of by the com- 
manding officers in active operations, and that more ^a- 
tematic tables were made by the Adjutant-General's office. 
If so, it is evident that the Confederate writere have not had 
acoasa to thetc, and that their assertions are based upon the 
imperfect returns to which reference has been made. 

In the controversies between Confederate offioers them- 
selves we get the most valuable light on this subject. All 
the testimony snpports the conclusion that they rely upon 
estimates only, and that from a very early period of the war 
a systematic habit was formed of underestimatmg their own 
numbers and their own losses, by wi^ of exaggerating the 
odds at which they were fighting, and of keeping up the popu- 
lar mneion that the preponderance of strength in the North 
Was made up by superior military qualities in the South, 
The declarations of Hood and of Jeffeison Davis in reference 
to the strength of iTohnston's army in May have already been 
mentioned, and their significance shown. Those of Johnston 
and other Confederate authorities in regard to Hood's army 
in the next campaign are equally instructive. Taken to- 
gether they make satisfaotoiy proof that during the summer 
of 1664, the proportion of seven to ten is a fair statement of 
the relative strength of the Confederate and National armies 
in Georgia, and the numerical auperiarity on the one side 
was more than counterbalanced by the defensive tactics on 
the other, so long as assaults upon intrenched lines were 
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avoided. The palpable fact that the oddswonld be not onlj 
reversed, but made still greater againat him, if he adopted the 
policy of canymg the enemy's lines by main force, was what 
constituted the difflcolty of Sherman's position ; and the 
movements by which he made his advance to Atlanta and 
Lovejoy Station without sacrificing hia advantages, are what 
constitute the most solid foundation for the highest military 
reputation. 

Aa to the lasses in the campaign, the table given by Gen- 
eral Sherman in his "Memoirs" is based on the returns in the 
Adjntant-General'a office, and must be admitted by all to be 
thoroughly reliable in regard to the infantry and artillery. 
Sherman tells us that the cavalry were irregnlar in their re- 
turns, and he therefore treats the imperfection of statistics 
in that arm of the service as a fair affset to the acknowledged 
omission of any report from the Confederate cavalry by 
Johnston and others. 

The first and most noticeable omission in Confederate re- 
ports is of the list of "missing." This does not include those 
absent at home without leave, and who are technically 
classed as deserters, but those who have disappeared during 
an engagement, and are presumed to be in the enemy's 
bands, either dead or as prisoners. Of prisoners alone Sher- 
man's army captured twelve thousand nine hundred and 
eighty-three (12,983), which were ofBoially reported and 
made subjects for exchange. These nowhere appear in the 
Confederate reports of losses, and are as completely ignored 
aa if no such class existed. 

Both Johnston and Hood refer to the returns of Surgeon- 
Oeneral Foard for their account of losses, and the appear- 
ance of official formaUty in these atatistjcs is well calcu- 
lated to impose upon the investigator. The essential ques- 
tion is what Burgeon Foard really reports upon. He certifies 
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that the reports qaoted are from returns mode to his office ; 
bat what was required to be retamed or in fact reported ia 
left entirely to conjeotnre. The natural assumption wonld 
be thatitvonldbea tetnm of all casnalties which oconrred, 
but it ia now demonatnblj evident that this is not true. 
A atatement of Qeneral Hardee on this sabject has already 
been qnoted, but a more explicit reference to it will be nse- 
fol. Owing to the viciaaitudea of the campaign and of the 
war, Baidee'a report was never fully made, but on April 5, 
1865, he made a partial report to the Adjntaut-Oeneral of the 
Confederate Army, in which he reviews aome of the state- 
menta of Hood's reports which had then been published. 
It ia in this official report that he makes the oaaertion before 
referred to, that while Hood sums np the total losses of 
his entire army, "from the date of hia assuming command 
on the 18th July to the Jonesboro flght inclusive, at five 
thousand two hundred and forty-seven (5,247), the casnal- 
tiea ia my eorpa alone during that time considerably ex- 
ceeded aeven thonaand (7,000) in killed, wounded, and cap- 
In the battle of Feachtree Greek the greater part of the 
loBsea fell upon Stewart's corps. In that of Ezra Church 
they were wholly in the corps of IJee and Stewart. At 
Joneaboro the heaviest loss was in Lee's corps, which at- 
tacked Howard's intrenchments. At the battle of Atlanta 
the losses were almost equally divided between Hardee's and 
Cheatham's (afterword Lee's) corps, as is shown by Logan's 
report, which gives the parts of the field on which they felL 
Surgeon- Foard's report appears to make no return of the 
losses of the Geoi^pa State troopa under General G. W. 
Smith, which had been active in the campaign from the time 
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of the engagements aroimd Marietta in the latter part of 
Jane. If nnder these circumstances the casnaltiea in Har- 
dee's corps " considerablj exceeded seven thoaBand," it is 
asking too mnch of our crednlitj to pnt the whole of Hood's 
losses in the same period at less than three times that nam' 

If we draw our oonolnsions from the namber of dead left 
apon the field in the sanguinaiy engagement of the last six 
weeks of the oompaign, a very similar result will be reached. 
In these battles over foni thousand of the Confederate dead 
were buried hj Sherman's troops or delivered under flags of 
truce. At the ooniinoii estimate of five wonnded for one 
killed, which accords well with the statistics on onr own 
side, the.woufided of Hood's arm^ must have exceeded 
twenty thousand in the period in question, and his total 
losses from all canBes, including prisoners, mast have closely 
approached thirty thousand, which was the number com- 
monly accepted by the National officers who made the most 
careful inveatigation at the time. 

Hood has conetmcted an ingenious argament, for the pur- 
pose of reducing his losses, out of the comparative effective 
strength of the army at different dates. Nothing could be 
more fallacious, as a single consideration will show. On the 
31st July his tables show on aggregate of absentees belong- 
ing to his army of nearly one bnndred and thirty-seven thoa- 
sand.' These are supposed to be men organized into the 
regiments constituting tho army, but who were away from 
the colors, with or without leave. The sweeping conscrip- 
tion of the South put the whole able-bodied population into 
the army, those who were absolately necessary to the con- 
tinned oi^anizatioQ ot the home communities being fnt- 
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longhed or exciiBed from active militai; serrice. These, 
however, remained as a bodj from which men ooald still be 
drawn, and the number of those onlj tempoiarilj excused oi 
absent without leave was ver; large. We must know how 
manj were retnmed to the regiments from this source before 
anj comparison of the reported effective force at two dates 
can have evea an approach to valne. The same tables show 
on September 20th an aggregate of these absentees of one 
btmdred aad twenty-three thousand, or tonrteen thousand 
less than at the close of July. If this represents, as it would 
seem to do, the number which the eitiBordinaiy efforts of 
the Confederate Government brought back to the colors dur- 
ing that period, it of course inoreased Hood's effective force 
by so much, and shows the addition which must be made to 
his acknowledged losses ui order to make an approximate 
total. The result thus reached is significantly close to 
that which is arrived at by the other and independent 
methods of inquiry. In whatever way the subject is exam- 
ined, we are forced to the conclnsioQ that the guesses 
and estimates of the Confederate officers are not in any sense 
complete official reports, and are scarcely half of their casu- 
alties in the campaign. 

At the lowest computation the destruction of life and the 
sufferings of the many thousands of wounded and sick who 
filled the hospitals, nuule a terrible expenditure of aU that 
is most' dearly prized by a civilized people. The generous 
mind glows with the excitement of courageous strife and 
sets no bounds to its admiration for nuUtai7 heroism, 
whether it be shown by the general who commands or the 
soldier who pushes his way through the abaiie to his enemy's 
works. But when the struggle b over, and the fearful 
spectacle of suffering and bereavement is forced upon as, 
when we most reckon the cost by the mmnmbered graves 
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and the almost incalonlable deatrootioD of wealth, the onlj 
comfort or consolation which can be found must be the 
conviction that the oanse was so holy a one as to be worth 
the sacrifice. 

The men never doubted of this who fought under Sher' 
man over every rood of ground from Dalton to Atlanta ; and 
their intelligence being equal to their faith they made an 
army which has perhaps never been excelled. Their op- 
ponents, too, were worthy of them ; for they also had per- 
suaded themselves that they fought for independence and 
liberty. Brothers of a common stock, of equal courage and 
tenacity, animated by convictions which they passionately 
held, they did on Ijoth sides all that it was possible for 
soldiers to do, fighting their way to a mutual respect which 
is the solid foundation for a renewal of more than the old 
regard and afifection. 

This union of coorage, intelligence, and zeal was also the 
BOUToe of new expedients in warfare. The methods used at 
the dose of the campaign were such as had been developed 
by the wonderful experience of that summer's work. From 
geneial-in-chief to the men in the ranks, all were conscious of 
having learned much of the art and practice of warfare ; and 
he would be a rash critic who would confidently affirm that 
he could find better means to attain desired ends than those 
which were employed in attack or defence over a hundred 
miles of monutains and forests in Northern Oeoigiik 
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Thb capture of Atlanta was followed bj a few weeks ol 
repose which was welcome to both officers and men. For 
Sherman himself it was a period of mental activity, scarce 
less intense than the conduct of the act^e comxiaign. The 
success of the past was the pledge of eren greater labors for 
the future. The very tact that the President, Oongress, and 
the coontrj echoed in general acclaim the flattering ju^- 
ment of Grant that Sherman had " accomplished the most 
gigantic uudertahing given to any general in the war," fore- 
told that he and his army must prepare themselves for new 
campaigns and new struggles. 

It was no easy matter to settle a satisfaotory plan of 
operations for the fall and winter. The line of oommtinica- 
tiooe, which had seemed mnch too long for safety when the 
army was at Chattanooga in the spring, was now 140 niiles 
longer. Wheeler, with the Confederate cavahy, was atill tar 
in the rear, and though his raid had stripped Hood of his 
mounted troops and had thus greatly helped Sherman's 
plans in the movement south of Atlanta, the National gen- 
aral knew very well that there was still much risk that some 
serious interruption of his railway might at any time make 
short rations in his camps. It had been hie hope that by 
the time he should reach Atlanta, Mobile would have been 
taken, and a shorter line for his supplies opened by the 
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way of Montgomerj, or still better by the lower Obatta- 
hoochee to Goliimbns. If the troops under Oeneral Ganby 
in the Department of the Onlf could occupy Sonthera Ala< 
bama, coming into direct cooperation with him npon hia 
right flank, another great section of the Otilf States would 
be lost to the Confederacy, and Sherman could face to the 
East with the assurance that every day's march was diminiah- 
jng the territory from which the Bichmond QoTerament 
could draw its supplies of men and subsistence. 

But Oanby had not been able to get on as fast as was 
hoped. The naval squadron under Admiral Farragut had 
forced the entrance of Mobile Bay, and Fort Morgan was in 
our hands ; but just at this time a new outbreak occurred in 
Missouri, where Oeneral Price had snooeeded in organizing 
a considerable force of Confederates, and A. J. Smith with 
two divisions of the Sixteenth Corps had been ordered into 
that State. Canby's power to advance was thus lost, and 
Sherman was in no little doubt whether any plan of cam- 
paign would be free from very serious embarrassments. He 
thought that no good could come of merely penetrating 
deeper into the State of Georgia till some definite objective 
point could be aimed at. It seemed wise, therefore, for him 
to look to occupying Hood i^retty closely till the capture of 
"Wilmington and Savannah should give assurance of a new 
base for his columns if he marched across the State, and a 
solid footing upon the lower Chattahoochee should guarantee 
the safe possession of the country behind him. This done, 
lie was ready to pledge himself to occupy Maoon and a point 
on the Savannah River below Augusta by any day which 
Orant would name as one on which Savannah should be in 
the possession of the National forces.' 

I B« bis IfltUn to Qnmt at September 30th. 3heman-i MemidTB, JL, lU^ 



WItateTOT the plan might be, nobody dreamed of abuidon- 
ing anj groimd already gained. Atlanta must be held and 
the railway to Nashville protected tUl some new and decisive 
advantage shonld move the theatre of opeiationa mnch 
farther to ihs east. The captured city most be made a for- 
tified depdt of anpplies in which reserve stores for a great 
campaign might be ocoumnlated. Its miHtaiy importance 
had been fnlly recognized by the Confederates in making it 
a great intrenched camp covering the radiating railway lines 
which ran from it to all points of the compass ; bnt its pres- 
ent trenches required an army to fill them, and Sherman 
conld not spare an army for that pnrpose. He determined, 
therefore, to contract its enceinte to a size which a moderate 
garrison conid defend, and to occupy the bnildings within 
this limit for military purposes only. It wonld thus he 
ready to stand a siege, if need be, whilst he was operating 
toward Colnmbns or Angnsta. This neoeasarily involved 
the removal of the non-combatant population, and he notified 
Hood of his pnrpoBe and of his desire to make the measure 
as little distressing in its details as possible. Hie right to 
do so and the neoessity of it from, a military point of view 
are beyond dispnte, though the aggressive conrse which 
Hood subsequently took gave an opportunity for a much 
more brilliant stroke than was then hoped for, and allowed 
Sherman to cut quite loose from his base of supplies. 

Hood and the Confederate anthorities seized upon Sher- 
man's order as a means of exciting the zeal and animosity of 
their people. The correspondence between the two generals 
was spicy, but Hood's port of it is so manifestly meant for 
popular efiect that it may be doubted whether Sherman 
might not as well have contented himself with the mere 
reiteration of the order, and of the terms on which the re- 
moval must be made. His directions to furnish traaaporta- 
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tion for families and hoaaebold staff were bo ample, and his 
inteation was ao generously carried ont bj Golonel Willard 
Warner of bis etaflf, that nothing was left which the citizens 
desired to carry away, and at the close of the business. 
Colonel Clare, who had been appointed by Hood as his rep- 
resentative tmder the flag of tmce, Tolimteered a written tes- 
timonial to his associate that the esecntion of the order had 
been the most considerate and conrteons possible. 

The Confederate leaders mnst have been dull indeed if 
they had foiled to nnderstand the meaning of the notice. 
Davis hastened in x>eison to Macon to conanlt with Hood, 
and the resnlt of their conference was a decision to try the 
fortunes of war by a bold initiative. Hood was authorized 
to place himself by a rapid marob npon Sherman's lines of 
commnnication before the latter conld complete his provis- 
ioning and fortifying of Atlanta. In a speech at Macon on 
September 22d, Davis endeaTored to rally deserters to their 
standards by foreshadowing an attempt to transfer the war 
again to Tennessee. Sherman nndeistood the warning and 
published the speech in the North to hasten the recruiting 
which might save him the necessity of sending back part of 
his army to Nashville. 

The number of regiments whose term of service was expir- 
ing was so great as to reduce our forces by nearly one-thii-d 
during the month of September, and ez(»pt for the veterans 
who had re-enUsted dnring the last winter, Sherman could 
hardly have kept the fleld. Beomits were collecting rapidly 
in the depdts and camps of instruction in the North, but the 
policy (wretchedly false from a military point of view) of 
organizing them into new regiments, was not only causing 
delay, but was wasting the prestige and the experience of 
the old organizations at the front. These were dwindling 
to a tithe of their original numbers and dying of inanition, 
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when new and doubly TigoFons life voald Have been given 
them bj adding tlie new material to their skeletons. The 
recruits, nnder flogs which were alread; blazoned with the 
namee of Donelsoa and Vickeborg, of Stone Bivei and Mia- 
eioD Bidge, of Enoiville and Atlanta, wonld have becx>me 
soldiers of doable value with double speed ; bnt political 
reasons were powerful and the effioienoy of the armj was 
sacrificed to them. 

For the time, therefore, the account showed only losses in 
Sherman's numbers, and the apparent neceseitj of waiting 
till the new regiments could reach the front made ofBcets 
of bU grades anxious for leaves of absence, and the men in 
the ranks for furlonghs. Schofleld had taken advantage of 
the qniet to visit Louisville cmd Enoxville and look after the 
business of his department; Logan and Blair went North to 
take part in the Presidential canvass. Division and brigade 
commanders and subordinate officers of all ranks pressed so 
eagerly for an opportunity to visit their families and homes 
that it was thonght politic to allow considerable numbers to 
do BO. When, then, toward the end of September mmors 
began to thioken that Sood was moving, Bherman would 
have been quite willing that the opening of the fall cam' 
paign might be a little longer delayed. 

"WMlst Wheeler was ttying to break the railroad in North* 
em Georgia, General Forrest hod already started upon a 
similar movement in Uiddle Tennessee. Crossing the Ten- 
nessee River on September 20th, and following the line of 
the Nashville and Decatur Railway, he frightened the com- 
mandant at Athens into an unnecessary surrender and 
marched north as far as Pulaski, bnt declined an engage- 
ment there with General Bousseau, who was awaiting him. 
A portion at his command moving eastward found itself in 
dangCT of bdiig canght between the columns of Steednaan, 
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vbo was marching from Chattanooga, and Bonsaecm who was 
cloeelj following from Palaski. General Buford, who com- 
manded it, made attempts to capture small garrisonH at 
Hnntsville and Athens, but was repulsed and driven Bouth 
of the Tennessee on October 3d. Forrest remained north 
of the river a few days loQger, destroying a few miles of rail- 
way, but accomplishing nothing whatever of importance, and 
retreated across the river on the 6th, to avoid the forces 
Thomas was concentrating upon him. Like nearly all the 
cavalry raids, it was a mere diversion with no perceptible 
influence on the campaign, and the damage done to commu- 
nications was repaired almost by the time the troopers were 
out of sight. 

The threatening character of the romors which had pre- 
ceded tliis raid showed that it had a good deal of impor- 
tance in the eyes of the Confederates, and by the end of Sep- 
tember Sherman had thought it wise to send Thomas back 
to Chattanooga, where he also placed Wagnei's division 
(formerly Newton's) of the Foorth Corps, and Morgan's of 
the Fonrteentli, whilst he sent Corse's division of the Six- 
teenth Corps to Bome, where it covered the railway north 
of the Etowah. The cavalry movement alone would have 
been treated with contempt, but all indications pointed to 
activity on the part of Hood himself, and on the 29th Sher- 
man had definite information that the Confederate Army bad 
taken the initiative, and two-thirds of it had crossed the 
Chattalioochee some twenty-four miles south of Atlanta. 
TbiB had been easy for Hood, for the river there runs due 
sonth near the confines of Georgia and Alabama, and after a 
short fiank movement to the west he had been able to pass 
it in safety. It was now the important question to Sherman 
to decide what his adversary would do, for he did not mean 
to be led off upon a wild-goose chase if he could avoid it. 



nor hftd he any thought of transfeniDg the prinoipaJ thefttie 
of operationBto Tennessee. He notified Cox, tempoimily in 
command of the Army of the Ohio, to be teiidj tor a coon- 
ter movement to the south and east, and direeted Thomas to 
make ench combinations north of the Tennessee as should 
qoickly dispose of Fotreat and his cavalry. On October 1st, 
in issuing preparatory instmotions to his anbotdiiiBtes, he 
informed them that if Hood should march into Alabama 
vith a porpose of reaching Tennessee, be should order 
northvard to General Thomas the garrisons and detach- 
ments as far as Kingston, and vith the rest move npon 
Savannah and Charleston, believing that this wonld foroo 
Hood to follow h'Tn , If, however, the latter shonld try to 
strike the railroad sonth of the Etowah, ho wonld turn npon 
him In this purpose he ordered General Corse at Bome 
to hold fast unless the Confederates should strike south of 
Alatoona, bat in that case to join his forces to those of 
General Baum, vho commanded between the Etowah and 
Oostanaula, and act against the enemy from Alatoona. 

For a day or two strong detachments were pushed out on 
diflbrent roads, a division being sent from the Army of the 
Ohio southeast to Flatrock, to create the impression of a 
formidable movement in that direction. On the 2d, how- 
ever, it became clear that Hood was marching in the direc- 
tion of Marietta, and Sherman determined to wait till he 
was fully committed to the movement, then cross the Chat- 
tahoochee and interpose between him" and his pontoon 
bridge. Next day the order of march was issued. The 
Twentieth (Slocnm's) Corps was to hold Atlanta and the 
Chattahoochee bridge, and the rest of the army to go at 
once to Smyrna Camp Ground, south of Marietta.' General 

I Ths "OampGronndB" of tbe South lire pluM when nllgiODa cunp msetliiv 
iren beld from time to Hme, bMob • umie to tlio looUIJ. 
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Howard vtts ia command of tbe Army of the Tennessee, 
General Stanley of that of the Comberland, and General 
Cox of the Arm; of the Ohio. Id the absence of Logan and 
Blair, the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Oorps were oomtuand- 
ed by Generals Osterhans and Ransom, the Sixteenth being 
broken ap and its tvo divisione put into these corps. 

Hood's general plan was, as he himself tells as, to cat onr 
line of oommnmoations, and if followed by Shennau, retire 
westward till he shoold reach the Blue Monntain Bailroad, 
which rnns from Belma in Central Alabama northeast 
through Tallad^a, reaching at that time a point about 
sixty miles soathwest of Bome and near Gadsden. He 
hoped thuH to load Sherman awaj from Atlanta and transfer 
the seat of war again to the valley of the Tennessee Biver. 
On October 3d, the main body of his forces were near Lost 
Mountain, whilst Stewart's corps was sent to the railroad 
north of Uarietta, to destroy it and to attempt the capture of 
Alatoona and the destiuotion of the bridge over the Etowah 
if he should find it feebly guarded.' Stewart captured the 
small posts at Ackworth and Big Shanty, and rejoined Hood 
on the morning of the 6th, sending French's division of that 
corps with twelve pieces of artillery against the rooky 
gorges of Alatoona. 

But during the 3d and 4th Sherman's army waa in motion. 
The Army of the Cumberland passed the Chattahoochee at 
the railway bridge on the 3d, and concentrated at Smyrna 
Camp Ground. The cavalry was weak, consisting of only 
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two emAll diYisions nndet General Elliott (Eilpfttrid'B and 
Oamtrd's), and these fotmd the onemy in force already 
astride of the railroad, near Big Shanty. On this report 
Shemum. naturally conolnded that the whole of Hood's army 
was there, and pushed the head of his oolimm straight throngh 
Marietta to Eenesaw Ifomitaiii, whilst he signalled to Corse, 
over the heads of the Confederates, to go at onoe to the relief 
of Alatoona, It will be remembered that the Etowah Eiver 
runs due west, and that Alatoona is a pass in the high ridge 
on its southern bank. It looked as if Hood might be caught 
between Sherman's army and the river if Alatoona were held. 
Stanley reached Marietta in the afternoon of the 4th, and 
the Army of the Onmberland bivonaoked at the base of 
Eenesaw, from whose crest conld be seen the deatmotion of 
the railway. Howard with the Army of the Tennessee 
crossed the Chattahoochee and reached Smyrna Camp 
Oronnd. The Army of the Ohio, moving from Decatnr, had 
to make a detour to find a crossing of Feachtree Creek 
where a bridge was ctuxied away, the water being swim- 
ming deep, and after getting over the Chattahoochee, abont 
two o'clock, were ordered to march up the river to the Pace's 
Feny and Marietta road, as the other was filled by troops 
and trains. To do this another deep stream filled by back 
water from the Chattahoochee was bridged, and that com- 
mand rested at Face's Ferry for the night. Sherman went 
forward to Marietta early in the morning of the 5th, and 
there learned that the enemy had moved northward toward 
' Alatoona. From Eenesaw he could see the smoke marking 
the mischief done along the railroad, and get a distant view 
of the combat raging at Alatoona, eighteen miles away. 
Bnt he conld also see the smoke of great camps in the direo- 
tion of Dallas, where Hood's principal force was lying, that 
officer being in this instance too wary to venture his whole 
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army in a cul-de-sac between Sherman and the Etowah. Ha 
had placed them where it was impossible for the National 
forces to envelop him, and where French could join him to- 
ward Bome bj a shorter road than hia opponent mnet traveL 
Tbe reports got from prisoners and the conntiy people were 
conflicting, and Sherman's first orders were for the Armj of 
the Ohio to come forward to Marietta, while that of the Ten- 
nessee covered the line to the Chattahoochee facing toward 
the part of the Confederate armj which was between LoBt 
Mountain and Dallas. Meanwhile leconnoiasancea were 
poshed from Kenesaw forward, to get more reliable news, 
and the signal corps with flags and telescopes endeavored to 
open communication with Alatoona. 

The garrison at Alatoona was a small brigade of three 
regiments under lieutenant-Colonel Tonrtellotte of the 
Fotirth MinnoBota, insufficient to man all the works which 
bad been constmcted for the defence of the post ; but Gen- 
eral Corse arrived with reinforcements in the verj nick of 
time and assumed command. He brought with him Bow- 
ett's brigade of three regiments, which increased the garri- 
son to almost two thousand men. The train which was sent 
back to Bome for the remainder of his force was a good 
deal delated, and did not get back till the battle was over. 
The Confederate advance was in the night, and at daybreak 
of the 6th, French pressed in qnickl; upon the place, and 
after a vigorous cannonade for some two hours demanded a 
surrender, which was refused.' He then assaulted the 
works, sending Sears'e brigade to the north side or rear of 



iiDimbable cliu Major Sanden bad goat liack 



the place to begin the attack, while Gooktell'B brigade, 
Biip3X>rted b7 Tonug's, ahonld assault from the west. The 
defensive works coneiBted of two field redonbts, one on each 
side of the railway and covering tbe Btorehonses near the 
track. Some temporarj lines of trench had been formerly 
made outside of these, and were held with some tenacity, 
but they were no part of the permanent fortifications of the 
post. The redoubts were so placed Ibat they each swept 
the front of the other with its fire, the cut in which the rail- 
way ran being sixty-five feet deep. The redoubts crowned 
the crests of hina which formed part of the general ridge 
nuining east and west, and from which spurs ran off on both 
sides. French placed his artillery on commanding gronnd 
across a hollow on the south of the place, with two regi- 
ments supporting it. His batteries not only enfiladed the 
tienches facing westward, but commanded the railway cut 
iteeU and made communication between the little forts 
almost impossible. Tourtellotte had himself occupied the 
eastern fort and had a section of the Twelfth Wisconsin 
battery there. Oorse occupied the fort on the west when 
he came on the ground, and the other section of Tonrtellotte's 
battery was also kept there, as he had not been able k> 
bring any artillery with him. Kloat of Bowett's brigade, 
however, was put in the advanced line across the ridge 
facing west, supported by the Ninety-third Illinois from 
Tonrtellotte's, and light lines of skirmishers, with such sup- 
ports as coold be given, were placed both north and south 
of the forts. 

Seats'e brigade reached the position assigned to it by 
French, his line extending on both aides of the railway. He 
inarched swiftly up the hill, drove off two companies that 
supported tlie skirmishers on a spur in that direction, and 
charged down in flank and rear of Bowett's men, who at the 



D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



THE MOVEMENTS IN OCTOBBa 229 

Bame moment were attacked in front by Cockrell'a Misaoa- 
tians Bnpported bj Young. The Thirty-ninth Iowa, which 
was on Kowett'B right, changed front in part to the right, 
and resisted like veterana as they were, and the Seventh and 
Ninety-thitd Slinois, &cing still to the west, boie the brant 
of Cookrell's attack from that direction. Tonrtellotte had 
repulsed the assanlt on his fort across the railway, and bis 
gusa making havoc in Sears's flank enabled Bowett to make 
a long and effeotive resistance, inflicting great loss on his 
assailants. The odds were too great, however, and after two 
hours of stabbom fighting. Corse was obliged to draw back 
his line to the trenches immediately around the redoubt. 
In doing this, the Thirty-ninth Iowa hung on to cover the re- 
treat of their comrades and to keep it from becoming a rout. 
Colonel Bedfield fell, shot in fonr places, and a hnndred and 
seventy casualties ont of two hundred and eighty men who west 
into the engagement, attested the devotion of the regiment 
to its duty. The Seventh Illinois suffered almost as much. 
The attack being now chiefly concentrated on the west re- 
doubt, Tonrtellotte sent from his side strong reinforcements, 
which crossed the railroad and the defile which was swept 
by the Confederate guns. For a time the Fourth Minnesota 
held the east redoubt alone, but it was joined by part of th4 
Eighteenth Wisconsin, and maintained a steady fire npon 
the assailants of their comrades across the ravine, as well as 
upon those who made weaker demonstrations on the east. 
The gnns in the west redoubt were oat of ammunition, and a 
brave fellow volunteered to cross to the other side and bring 
liack an armful of canister cartridges, which he did in safety. 
Corse himself received a rifle ball in the tuce about one 
o'clock, and was insensible for half an hour or more, bat 
rallied in a critical juaoture to encourage his men to "hold 
the fort." Bowett was severely wounded, so was Tourtellottcv 
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and the trenches without and the Tomparta within were en- 
cnmbered with dead and woimded, for the enemy's fira 
Bwept eveij line in flank, aod bat for the croaa Ate which 
the guns of the east redoubt had upon the faces of the other, 
the western one most have become untenable. 

The charges of French's troops, which had been repeated 
at interrals for more than four hours, grew sensibly weabei 
after one o'clock, and his nearly disorganized brigades con- 
tented themaelves with keeping up a desultory fire, picking 
off every one who showed himself above the works. Before 
two o'clock Sears and Gockrell were recalled, and partially 
reforming them behind what was left of Young's brigade, 
French marched away, about three o'clock, in the direotioQ 
of New Hope Church. Whilst the sharpshooters still made 
the signal platform a place of extreme peril. Lieutenant Mo- 
Eenaie of that corps himself signalled to Sherman the mes- 
sage which he would not order any of his squad to transmit, 
and which announced that the attack had failed. 

French had sent a detachment to take the block-house at 
the Etowah Biver and bum the bridge there during his en- 
gagement at the post, but this also failed. Another block- 
house on the south of Alatoona, where the railway crosses 
the creek of the same name, was, however, made untenable 
by a canaonade, and its garrison surrendered. The bridge 
there was burned, but it was of inferior importance.' 

Hood's orders had declared the destmotion of the Etowah 
bridge to be of the greatest importance, and French had 
made a desperate effort to accomplish it. He acknowledges 

1 Id Mb dMOriptlon o! the plsoe, Oaneial Frenoli RpMki ol " tbm redonMs on 

Ttaa mutliorlty ot Colooel Foe, the Chief Engineer who Uld oat the wocki, is ex- 
plicit in HDpport Dt the UBeitiop ttut Uista vein onl; two redonbu Id bD, ud no 
Btftrfort. French ia also mistaken In nylngthat he ovrfed the prlno^Mil redoubt 
an the weaL Ooiw lemaineil there in person till Che ounbat oloaad. 
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a loBSof 800, of wHoli 120 were killed ; bat aa Qeneral Oorae 
bnried 230 of the Oonfederate detid and had over 400 pria- 
oners (ajnong whom was Br^adier-Qeneral Tonng], the 
enemy's loss was plainly greater than French reported. 
Even after Corse had returned to Bome, nnmerons dead 
bodies of Confedeistes were fonsd in the woods, where the 
wounded had evidently crawled away from the fire and had 
died after French's retreat. 

In Corse's command the casualties were 706 in killed and 
wounded, and French claims to have taken 206 prisoners, 
inolnding the block-hoose garrison. 

Looking to the munbere engaged, this was no doubt one 
of the most desperately contested actions of the war. The 
oharaoter of the gronnd gave great opportunity for the 
enemy to use his artillery, and the partial successes at the 
b^inning enoonraged French's brigades to renewed assanlta, 
vhich cost them dear. The garrison, with Corse's rein- 
forcement^ was not large enough to hold all the detached 
Torks : they tried, perhaps, to hold more than was pru- 
dent, and in the forced abandonment of some of these under 
fire, they suffered losses which could not have occurred in 
the ordinary and Buooessfnl defence of iatrenchments. 

Dniing the engagement a cavaliy teoonnoissance on Stan- 
ley's front gave French some nueasiness, and he learned that 
otir infantry were at Kenesaw; but while this information 
may have hastened his retreat, all the ciicnmstances make 
it plain that he was fairly beaten in his efTorts against the 
forts.' He claimed to have had in his posHession the ware- 

iBjmiiniriiUrerKn', BlutniAn'HuidHDwHFd^BTepDrtB, and Dearly nUBataeqnent 
UKxnmU, Inoludlng Qfineral French's paper abo?e referred to. speak of h mov^ 
mBDt Dt the Tweotj-tblrd Corps as hastening Frencb'a letnati. Ulatarteal oan' 



hoQBeB which contained nearly three million rations of bread ; 
bat this most have been a momentarj thin^ for it is inoredi' 
ble that thej shonld not have been destn^ed before the le- 
treat, vhen eveiy soldier's cartridge-box oontuned all that 
was needed to make port-flres. At all events, the stores 
were saved, and Oorse was able to signal his commander 
that, despite his losses and his own woond, there was no 
need of anxietj aboat the post. 

Meanwhile Sherman vaa concentrating his armj and en- 
deaToring to learn what part of the opposii^ forces wore 
toward Dallas. He had left Slocom's (Twentieth) Corps to 
hold Atlanta and the bridge-head at the Chattahoochee 
crossing, bnt a flood in the liver had partly destroyed the 
bridge and all the roads were heavj, so that all movements 
were laborions. Dnring the 6th, the Army of the Tennessee 
moved into the old lines of the Confederates near Cnlp'a 
Farm, covering the approaches to the lailroad between Ma- 
rietta and the river. The Army of the Ohio marched from 
Pace's Ferry to Bmshy Mountain, about three miles north of 
Marietta, where they relieved the Army of the Cnmberland, 
whiGh moved to the left. The oavaliy was not strong enoi^h 
to act with much confidence, and had not succeeded in open- 
ing communication with Alatoona by the morning of the 
6th, bringing in only rumora obtained from the country, and 
Sherman was unoertain whether Stewart's corps had rejoined 
Hood. Impatient that the cavalry had not accomplished 
more, on that morning he ordered General Elliott to open 
the line of oommnoication with Corse by roads east of the 
lailroad and bring BometMug " official " as to the situation 
there. Stanley was ordered to connect with Howard, cover- 
ing the roada toward Dallas, with his right at Pine Moan- 
tain, while Coi with the Twenty-third Corps was directed 
to make a reconnoissance in force westward on the Burnt 
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Hickory road, sending detoclunents b;^ lateral roads and en- 
deavoring to get definite knowledge of the enemy's posi- 
tion, and especially of the icliereaboats of French. At nine 
o'clock the corps left the position on Stanley's right, which 
it had moved into that morning, and marched westward by 
Pine Mountain, on whose top Sherman stationed himself, di- 
recting that fires should be lighted from time to time, so that 
by the smoke of th^ he could mark the extent of the recon- 
noissance. The roads throngh the coontiy, which had been 
so thoroughly oat np in Jnne, were almost impassable, bat 
by two o'clock definite information was sent back that French 
had rejoined Hood the previous evening. The advance was 
pushed to Alatoona Church, which bad been the left of out 
lines before New Hope Church, while the road from Mount 
Olivet Chnrch north to Ackworth was esplored by one de- 
tachment, and another pushed southward nearly to Iiost 
Mountain, driving back Hood's cavalry and getting satisfac- 
tory evidence of his presence in force in that direction, 
though probably moving toward Kingston or Bome. The 
pillars of smoke mapped out the country to Sherman's eye 
as he looked down from the place where Folk had been 
killed in June, while with Johnston and Hardee he was 
watching, in a similar way, the movements of the National 
Army. Toward evening the corps was recalled to the junc- 
tion of the roads neat Mount Olivet Church, where its de- 
tachments concentrated, and the General-in-Chief felt that 
he was master of the sitnation. 

He contented himself with observing his adversary tor a 
few days, pnttiug a large foroe upon the repairs of the Ohat- 
tahoochee bridge and getting out ties for the railway. On 
the Tth, Casement's brigade of the Twenty-third Corps was 
sent to' Alatoona, the cavalry were walchii^ the movements 
of Hood, skirmishing with those of the enemy near New 
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Hope OlniTOh. Clearly diviiuDg his advBieairj'n purpose of 
drairiiig him bock from his position in the beort of Oeorgift, 
Sherman refused to be toled away, bnt sent Oorse back to 
Borne with his divitdon, where, in the forks o( the ptowah 
and the Oostanaola, he coyeted the railway between Besaca 
and GartersTille. Notwithstanding his Tery painfnl wound. 
Corse kept the field, sent detachments to destroy all the 
bridges over the Etowah, and watched the crossing of the 
Cooea below the junction of its tribntaries. Sherman now 
formally repeated his proposal to Orant to break np the 
railroad to Chattanooga and torn his back on Hood, matoh- 
ing directly foe Savannah by MiUedgeville and Millen. On 
the 10th, however, he received news from Bome that Hood 
was crossing the Coosa aboat twelve miles below, threaten- 
ing to torn apon Corse's command and operate still farther 
to the north and rear. As this promised active work close 
at hand, Sherman immediately ordered a concentration of 
his own army at Bome, directing Thomas at the same time 
to collect his forces toward Stevenson ao as to resist any ef- 
tort of the enemy to cross the Tennessee. At Kingston, on 
the 11th, he learned that Hood had not approached Borne, 
bnt moved in some other direction, his whereabouts being 
again a mystery. Again he n>^;ed upon Orant the plan of 
moving npon Savannah. Hood says that it had been his 
purpose to attack Bome and then march to the railroad at 
Kingston, bnt he formed a more pmdent plan, and crossing 
the Coosa about fifteen miles below Bome he followed the 
line of the long valleys, protected by h^h rocky ridges, to 
Beaaco. In this movement, as aU the rivers were hig^ the 
Oostonanla covered his right flank, and be hoped to take 
Besaca by a coup-de-maiTi. If this were done and the rail- 
way bridge destroyed, Sherman would necessarily be mnoh 
delayed in following him, and he wonld'have his choice, to 
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march apon Ohattanooga or to follow down the left bank of 
the Tennessee westward. He sent his trains and reserve 
artillery to Jacksonville and Oadsden, and moved without 
incumbrances. 

Sherman's whole army was assembled abont Bome on the 
1 2th, and on the 13th he poshed strong reconnoissances down 
both banks of the Coosa, Corse's division on the left, and 
Oarrard's cavali; on the right. A little ]at«r in the morn- 
ing, Mb impatience increasing, he ordered Cox with the 
Twenty-thiid Corps to follow Oarrard, and reach, if posaible, 
the site of Hood's bridges, to learn if thej were taken ap and 
the enemy thus committed to a definite movement north of 
the river. The inbntry overtook the cavaliy, and giving 
them confidence b; strong and close snpport, Qarrafd ran 
over Uie Conf ederate horsemen and captared two gnns and 
abont a hnndred prisoneiH. The combined movement was 
pressed vigorously. The place where the bridge was laid 
was reached, and a part of the cavalry went two miles be- 
yond. The bridge was np, and it was learned that Hood 
had taken the pontoons north with him, giving ont that he 
was goiqg to Tennessee. The news was passed by signal 
to Sherman, and the infantry returned to Bome the same 
night.' 

Hood reached Besaca on the 12th, approaching the place 
by the north bank of the Ooetananla, and summoned it to 
anrrender, saying he would take no prisoners if he carried 
it by assanlt. Colonel Wever, commanding the garrison, re- 
tnmed a defiant answer,' Hood took position about the 
fortifications, his fianks resting on the Oostanaula and the 



> See AppcDdli B. 
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Connuaoga, Init he did not asBanlt. A teinforoement ot 
350 infantrj under General Banm reached the garrison from 
Calhonn, and General McGook with his cavaliy coveted tha 
moTSment of railway trains and stores to Eii^aton, and then 
himself marched to Besaca. 

Shermaa got the news about noon of the 13th, and pnt 
Howard and Stanley at once in movement for Besaca, 
signalling Cox to follow as soon as the work on which he 
had been sent was accomplished. Leaving Lee's corps be- 
fore Besaca, Hood marched Stewart's to Tilton and to Dal- 
ton, captoring the garrison at the latter place (Forty-fonith 
United States colored troops) without resistence. Bnt ftt 
Tilton the block-honse and Uttle intrenchment was held iij 
the Seventeenth Iowa under Lieutenant-Colonel Archer, and 
his answer to Stewart's summons waa like Wever's. The 
little garrison of lees thtm two hundred men resisted an 
overwhelming force for several hours, and only showed the 
white flag when a conoentration oi artillery fire had knocked 
the block-house to pieces about their ears. A block-house 
in Millcreek Gap, near Buzzard's Boost, also made a stout re- 
sistance, bnt was captured.' General Sohofield had reached 
Dalton the same morning, hastening from Enoxville to re- 
sume the command of the Army of the Ohio, and finiiiTig 
that Hood's whole army was near the place, had sent back to 
Cleveland all trains along the road. Beporting thence by 
orders from Washington to General Thomas, who was at 
Nashville, the latter directed him to assume command at 
Chattanooga, to concentrate all trains there, and hold that 
place. All the available troops in Kentucky were ordered 
forward to Nashville, General Steedman with his command 
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waasenl back to his post at Chattanooga, and 8choSeld pre- 
pared to move ont vith Wagner's and Morgan's divisionB, 
vMoh had been sent back from AUanta two veeks before. 

Meanwhile Sherman reached Beeaca on the 14th,' and 
Hood, having failed even to damage the railroad aerionsly, 
made haste to retreat westward to Villanow, having gained 
nothing b; the rapid movement except to give Wheeler the 
opportnnity to join him with the cavalry which had been 
operating in that region. Tme, he bad drawn Sherman a 
hnndred miles from Atlanta, bnt the Twentieth Corps occu- 
pied that place, and the whole Une of railway from there to 
Chattanooga was soJidly held, eicept tor the momentary 
break at Dalton. Sherman yielded nothing of the territoiy 
he bod oonijnered, and atill had in hand an army with which 
he was anxious to meet Hood in the open field, while Soho- 
fleld was ready to join him with the two veteran diviaions at 
Chattanooga. The Confederate general was only making 
s "raid," a brilliant one in its way, bnt the care with 
vhich he avoided battle, or even an attack with his whole 
umy upon a post like Kesaca, garrisoned by a single brigade, 
proved conclusively that he had no serions pnrpoee of stay- 
ing long away from his base of snppUes in Alabama. In 
the retreat, part of hia command went by way of Snake 
Creek Gap, blockading that gorge by telling the timber, so 
as to delay Sherman's pnranit. The latter sent Stanley over 
the ridges north of the blockade, whilst Howard, followed 
by Cox, cleared ont the road through the gap. The even- 
ing of the 15th tonnd Howard's head of oolonm near Villa- 
now and Stanley coming in on his right, the opposition of 
Hood's rear gnard being bnt trifling. On the 16th, 0. B. 
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Woods'a diviBion of tlie Armj of the TetmeBsee osmed Ship's 
Qap in Ta7lcir'8 Bidge, CBptnriag part of the small reu 
gnard which held it. The ridge is a high and almost un- 
broken monntoin chain, running nearly north and fionth, on 
the west of which is the pleasant and fertile valley of the 
Chattooga, down which Hood had retreated, doubling hia 
track upon the line of his march northward a few days 
before. 

Sherman hoped his adverBary woold continne cm to Ten- 
nessee, feeling absolutely sure of forcing a surrender of the 
whole army in that event. In his despatches to Schofield, 
this feeling found vent in strong ezpresaiona. " Invite him 
in," he said ; " send him a free pass." He halted the army, 
and spent a day in active reconnoissonces, whilst his com- 
mnnications with Chattanooga were reopened, and the work 
of repairing the railway was begun. He sent to the tear his 
disabled animals and his field hospitals, and by evening of . 
the 17th, was assured that Hood had gone south by way of 
SnmmerviUe toward Oadsden, giving up the attempt to cross 
the Tennessee anywhere above Muscle Shoals. Hood was 
not unwise in this, for the upper river was patrolled by light- 
draught gunboats, and with Thomas's detachmente actively 
watching the northern bank he oonld hardly have crossed 
without Sherman's overtaking him, unless the "pass," jocn- 
lady spoken of, had been indeed given. 

On the 18th the National Army was again in motion. 
Howard and Stanley marched down the Chattooga Talley on 
parallel roods, whUst Cos took the road on the east side of 
Taylor's Bidge to Snbligna, and thence over the mountain 
by Gover*B Gap to SnmmerviUe. The heads of columns 
skirmished with a rear guard of cavalry as they advanced, 
but there was no serious fighting. At Cover's Cap the road 
was scarped in the side of a precipitous mountain, imd this 
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slieU hod been dug avaj. A etabbom defence had been 
prepared here, bnt the (»lnmns on both sides the ridge vere 
BO nearly abreast of each other that the pass was abandoned 
and the Twenty-third Corps occupied it before evening. 
The day's march bj this roate had been twenty-two miles. 
Next day Snmmerrille was passed, Howard's head of oolnmn 
was at Alpine and Cox's at Melville, and on the 20th the 
whole army was concentrated at Gaylesrille in Alabama. 

Hood Tcaohed Oadsden that day, whore he met General 
Seaniegard, and a plan of future operations was discussed. 
That snbject belongs more properly to the next volome, 
Sherman remained at Gaylesville seven days, watching tiie 
movements of his adversaiy, proposing to follow him if he 
attempted to cross the Tennessee neat OuntersviUe, bnt 
determined to carry out his plan of a march to the sea if 
Hood should go to Decatur or Florence. Detachments were 
stationed on the Coosa at Oedax Bluffs, the Twenty-third 
Corps bridged the Chattooga at that place, and preparations 
were made for a new campaign. 

The month had been a busy one. Hood's activity and 
generalship hod been worthy of high praise, but he had 
been everywhere foiled, doing very little damage in compari- 
son with the means used. Sherman had refused to give np 
his hold on Georgia, had driven the enemy from his line of 
communications, and now stood upon the edge of Alabama, 
folly in possession of all the valuable results of the cam* 
paign, arranging the details of a movement that was not to 
be a brilliant and barren march, but one that was attractive 
to him because it promised to be decisive of the whole war, 
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APPENDIX A. 

STEENGTH OP THE CONFEDERATE ARHT. 

Tkb limit neacBurily placed to the size of this valnme foibids tha 

detailed ezanunation, in the text, of the evidenoe on nhioh the esti' 
mate of the Confederate forces la based. The official reports and le- 
tumi now in the nulitory archives ^t Wasbington mast be the basis 
of ereiy reliable csJcnlatioD, and are nnquesUonablj troatworthy as far 
as they go. These demonslrate the fact that the Coofedeiate state- 
ments of " effeolJieB " eiclnde officers, who make about ten per cent, of 
a command, as well aa all private Roldiers dther lemporaril; eiok or not 
bearing arms with the colors. 

The separate hiatories of State ttoops and memoin of legimentB far- 
DiBbTerf-ialnableaida in checldng the returns of strength and especially 
the statements of losses in action. Aa an example of resnltn thus ob- 
tained, the following eommary of eridenoe in regard to the strength of 
General Johnston's army, at the opening of the campaign and sulwe- 
qaently, will be fonnd interesting. It la based npon careful researches 
made by Uajor E. C. Dawes, late of the Fifty-third Ohio, independent 
«f those npon which the statements in the text were made, bnt which 
the author has lerifisd in all essential particnlare. 

The Confederate official returns above referred to and on file in the 
Wat Department, show that on April 30, 1864, the force of General 
Johnston " present for doty," not including men on "extra or daily 
duty," but Ofdy officers and men available for action, was as follows, 
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■nd him»1f, in eomparing notM about Ha? 7th or 8th, found thej had 
about 13,600 "e(rectiTea,"iiifuitr7 ud artillery, in theii oorp* beaidei 
the TOMrre artUlerj. Tba " eSttatiye " enlisted men in Umh ooipi on 
April 30th wu ihown to be 3S,IM, in&nbry and aitilleiy. The in- 
orea«e, therefore, in one week ma about 4,600 priTBlee, or 5,000 officen 
and men. Thu ia oanflimed by Hardee'a mamorandmn of operaidoni 
during the oampaign, in wbioh he states the force of hu ooTpe at the 
beginning of the campaign at " abont 20,000 ronskets and foDi bat- 
talimu of artillery." (Johniton'a nairatdve, p. ST8.) 

Heioai'B brigade Joined Johnibm Hay 3d. It consiBted of four Geor- 
gia n^imenta (Fiiirt, Fifty-fonrth, Fifty-aevonth and Sixty-third), 
which liad lieen on garriion daty at Savannah The hut of theaa alone 
had an "elTeotiTe" total of S14. It is safe to estimate the four la- 
ments at 3,800, offioera and men. Aboot Aognst Ist, after passing 
throogh the teirible battles about Atlanta, the diriaion (Walker's) to 
whiob Mercer's brigade belonged waa broken np beoanae of its beary 
lossea. A note to tlie [etom of that date gives the " present and ab- 
sent" total of the brigute. S,6S8. 

Loring's division Joined tJie army at Reaaca, Hay 12tli. General 8. 
D. Lee's retamof Hay 10th shows that it nnmlwred "tot duty "ISO 
offloerBaud4,Tlflmen. 

Canty's division also joined Johnston at Beaaoa abont Hay lOi ra 
Sth. This division waa composed of Canty's brigade and Reynolds's, 
fotmerLy HcNair's. Canty's old brigade was made np of the First, 
Seventeenth, Twenty-sixth and Twenty-ninth Alabama and the Thirty- 
seventh UisaissippL Reynolds's contained the First, Seamd, Fourth 
and Fif Ui ft --if*"— and Thirty-ninth North Carolina. Tike division 
had also two batteries of Geld artillery (fonrteen guns) and two organi- 
lationa of cavalry oommandfd by oolouela. The return of Uenersl D. 
H. Mauiyfor the "Army in the Disliiot of the Golf," April S3, ISM, 
gives the effective strength of this division at 5,564 privates, with 431 
officers. It eontained a brigade of heavy artillery which bad been in 
the torts about Uobile. The sketch of the Seventeenth Alabama in 
** Brewer'a History of Alabama " says that, while at Mobile, it was 
drilled as heavy artillery and had charge of eight batteries on the shon 
of the bay. The Twenty-ninth Alabama had also been on garnson 
duty at Hobile from July. 1863, till about the date of this retam. 

f^enoh'a divinon joined at Caasville. It was composed of Ca:;k- 
rell's, Bator's and Bears's brigades. By General S. D. Lee's letom of 
Hay 10th, it numbered for duty 3S5 ofBcers and 4,03S men. 

Quarlea'i brigade, as Johnston himself tells na, joined him near Ifew 
Hope Church, with 2,200 >■ effeotjvei," to which most be added 300 tot 

Jackson'i oavdry diviiian joined at AdiUnviUe, with ft atrength In 
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Lne of battle, aa given hj Lee't return of itnj 10th, of 405 offioera and 
4,073 men, 

A diruion of Georgia militda alto joined before the battle of £entt- 
■aw Mountun. It oonsinted of two brigades and one battalion of artil- 
lerj, the whole oomnuuided b; General Q. W. Smith, who repotted 
them ("Advance and Retreat," p. 3S2) aa "a little over 3,000." It is 
■ofe to call thia foroe 3,300, offioera and men, and it was increaaed to 
over 5,000 aabaeqnently. Aveiy'i "History of Oeorgia" saja there 
were ten tbonialld ia the treonhca of Atlanta. 

Genoal Johsiton'i tana at Daltnn, Uaf 1, 1861, bdnK offioen and man 

m pcHHnt for duH> 10,991) 

» In Hood'i and Hard»'i ootpg E.WO 



•reW> brig.de. May Sd S,B09 

■lYiidon.lUjmh S,l« 



Larlne'i 



Cuty-i divlekin Otioepi nnC Alabama], Ma; etb S.SOO 

TotalatBeasis 71,835 

Jackaon^ oavalrv. Adalrsvllle. Maj 17th. .,. 4,477 

Prenoh-s dJvliioD, CsHilUa, May IStb 4,413 

nn* Alabama {Oantj'i dIvWon), Uaj 34lh SM 

Quarlas'BbriEitde. Haw Hope, Uai 34th I,4W 

Geontl«iolllfi«,EMieB«w, JnneSOth. !,800 

TolH] bsloie ormlag the Ctuttahooohee 6fl,4'ns 



There moat atill be added the eonatant and Urge inoreue io all the 
oorpfl of the annf from reoroits, oooacripta, conTaleicenta, and return 
of men from detached aervice. Aa (he life of the Confederacy was at 
■take, it ia nnreaacnable to suppose that any eSbrt was spared to in- 
cieaae Johnaton's strength to the utmost. At the end of April, there 
were troops under General S. Jones in the Department of South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, and Florida, nnmberlng 35,408 " efibctiTea." In the De- 
partment of Alabama, Misaisaippi, and East Lonisiuia, there were under 
S. D. Lee, on June lit, present for duty, 10,663 of&oers and men, m 
shewn by his official return. 

The last retnm of General Johnston in this oampaign. dated July 1 0, 
1864, shows (he number of troops to have been as follows, vis., aggro- 
gate present and absent. 185,093. present 73,849. cReotives 60,033. 

The first return of General Hood, dated July 31, 1864, shows aggre- 
gate present andabseut, 136.684, present 65.601, effeetivea 44,405. 

Here is an apparent diminution of the number present, while there is 
•u increase of the sggregate. This is acoouuted for as follows Three 
battalions of reserves joined, numbering 1,84S, and 193 recruits, m airing 
Ml increase of 1,641 in sggreKates. But the number of "absent with- 
out leave" (prisoners) increased by 5,047, "with leave" 300, mek 3,752, 
detached TOO ; total decrease in the " present" 9,199. The sadden in- 
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(tmnln sick (wounded), and kbsent irithiHit lettve (priwnien), tellipart 
of the itoty of tlie battles of Peaohtree Creek and Atlanta. 

An aoalTiU of the reports in the OoTenunent arohlTes irill nltimate' 
ly throw great light on the qaaituHi of the loaeea of the Confederate 
Army onder General Johnston daring this campaign. The example of 
a HUgle diviaioa will illnstnte this, Frenoh'e division joined JofanBtan 
about Hay SOth and down to the end of Jnne it was engaged only in Ha 
a&in aboat New Hope Cbaroh, Pine Mountain, and Kenesaw. It 
made no sssaatta, fought defensWely behind breaatworki, and was not 
■erionaly uianlted except at Keneeaw, where its toes was light. 

Yet, on Jnly 16th, in response to a aircnlsi from the army bod- 
qnartera, General French submitted a report in which the oaeaalties in 
that dinsion foot up 1,178, viz. : killed 154, wounded 675, prisoners 
849. Of the ten infantry divisions of that army, French's oertunly 
must bave snfTered the least, and pnbably not mom than half as mneh 
as either Loiu^'s, Stevenson's, Uindman's, Stewart's, or Bate'sj for 
aH of them had met with disastrous repulses in assanlts npon onr in- 
trenched lines. Stevenson's losses in Hay alime were, killed !£1, 
wounded fi6&, prisoners Siil, total 1,217, as ^pean from his report 
found in the third volume of the Bouthem Historical Society's p^>en. 

French's report above mentioned shows ftlso the increase of fJie 
army, by additions of oonsoripts, return of absentees, etc, there being 
an addition of 1,016 to his list of " effectiTes " dniing th« two nxaithi 
referred to. 
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Organization <^ the Army ia the Field, JUiUUuy Division qf 
the MissiMifpi. 

MAjaB-Gmnsu. WILLIAM T. BHEBMAK OoinuiiDiNa. 

ABAfT OF THE CUMBBRLAJfD. 

Kajob-Qbhbbal OEOBGE H. THOMAS CoiOulIDlKfl, 

FOURTH ARMY CORPa 
1. Huob-Genbhai, OLIVER O. HOWARD CouHUdHHO. 
a Muob-Gbnesai, DAVID 8. STANLBT Couuxsrai}. 



L NATHAN KIMBAIL OouuHinBa. 

iDTT : (3) OoloDal Uuo H. 

XLTSB O. WRtrUKBB : (3) 



8BO0BD DIVISION, 
1. MuoB-GmBiL JOHN NXWTON Oamfironra. 

% BuaADUB-aiBKBAI. OBOBOB S. WAONBB OOHllARDIia. 

Pint Sr^oda,— BilgulieT-Oenenl Nathai KutlALi. Ssivnd A'<iKliM,~^) 
Brigidlflr-Qeiumil Q. D. W(q>eb; (2) Uoloiwl BKiwosOPiiTau. in<rd Brt- 

gade (I) Bri|ndin-0«nenl 0. Q. Hirkeb; (3) Coloael Luthib P. BaiSLIT. 

^tlUerv.— BMUTlaa -a," let MiwKiTl, ud "%- 1st UUnalii. 

THIRD DITiaiON. 

BBiaADiii-SiviaAL THOICAB J. WOOD CoKHUmiii}. 

rtrtt Btiaaite.—Co\oae\ Williih H. QiBsaa. Beoond Brtgaile. — (1) Brfgk. 

dltr-Oenenl W1I.LUH B. Hazih; (t| OolonelF. Bmim PMC. TUnt BrigaiU. 

—(I) BrlgBdler-Genenl SixoiL Beitit; (S) Colonsl FbedkbKs lUnrua. 

^rtUIov.— <tli Ohio, ud Brlden' lUlnoLi batterisi. 

FODRTBBSTH ARMY CORPS. 
1. UAJOB-GansKAi. JOHN H. FALUBB CoHNANitnia. 
a Bkhvbi Majok^bhbbai. JEFFBBaON C DAVIS Com. 



Fint itrVoiti.— Brl«iidl«T-G«ienl WlLLiui F. Ouiji. Sieomt Britallt.-~ 

&B[tKiKller-OBii«*I Jobs H. Knro; (t) Calant] Willuk L. BTODSBKia. 
-d Brlmili.— <1) Cotond Juiu It. NiuuHa; (3} Ooldnel BiMJUlDI F. 
Bcuurn. JrtuMv.— BUMtIh " A," la Klchtgu ; .ind " C," M niliwta. 



1. Bkisidiu OinuL JAJIBS D. UOBQ&H C 
Ar*r Brigade — Btd|^[«r^!)eib«l X D' UoBaAV- 5Ba«bf Srf^rBM.— CMo- 
nel Jdbw a. UnOHKU. TMrd AHtrnti,— (1) Ooloiial Dinm. HoGooi; (S 
OaloMl OAI.KD J. Dii-womTH. ArtUitni.-^ UlnnaKiti, "J" U DUiwii, u4 
Sill WlHoruln liUtsrioi. 

THntD DITISIOH. 

n^ nWda.— <1) BclgAdla-Oniaral Johk B. Tubohik ; (3) CoIoihI Homx 
O.BUBTSS. SsoRut Artfoito.— (1) OdIdimI F. Vuhouvbbb; {>) tMoiMl Miv- 
■u. Oliuoh. ZAinf .CrW^— Gohmal QiOMii P. Bits. idrMlw.— lUi Is- 



TWENTIETH ARUT CORra. 



BuauHiB-GuiBiL &LFHXnS 8. WILLIAMS Oouiunnini. 
Krit Brigailt.—Brigiiiler-ataeal Jdupb ?. Enn. Smmd SnVnfc.— 
Brlndln-Qenenl Tbomu H. Bdoir. mm A-IfHidl.— (1) Brlg» dler-Q«mil 
"i,-l"N^'YqrL '™ ■'""'B.BOKI.BDJ.. ..(rWtov.- 

BBiOADiEB-aiHxau. JOHN W, OBIB! Omaumna. 
VbW INffodi.— Oolonel Cholm Otn 



L Bbisidiis-Oikbul WILLU.U T. WARD Cotntm 

Pim fPiffode.— (1) BriguUar-G*iwnJ W. T. Wiu>;_^) Coloiwl BiMiuni 

HiiuiON. Statm Srtgatle.—Oolrmel loBW Ooamw. niri BHaa^*- — Ooloui 

Uhc* wood, Jr. lirOUnv.— Bcttoia " 0," lit Ohio, ud " I," lit KIcUcul 



PmST DmSlOM. 
OOUJBH. BDWARD M. KoCOOK OOMHIIDTSS. 

Mpode Oolonet A P. Cimpbell. SkvikI AHgniH.— OoIoih] O. H. Lt 

Tkira AVmU.— Oolonal L. D, WiTXiaa. -trXMrv.— 18th Indlui. 
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SECOND srviaioN, 

BuQAiniB-OEimu. EENHBR OARR&SD CouuAmnta. 
M Briffaae.—aolaael Williu B, Sifeb. Secontl AfmiiU.— CoLond B. H. 
™^^ „^ «_.___. . n — ,ij;ii. JmawV'— <3hl(!»go B«rt 

JBJf 7 Oi** THE TESIfE33EE. 
1. Majob-Oehisbai. JAMES B, McPHBBSON CouHAnD- 
3. Uajob-Gkne&al OLIVEE O. HOWARD CoiCMAiiDiNa. 

PIPTEBNTH ARMY CORPS. 
Major-Gknbhai. JOHN A. LOGAN CoHMANDnra. 

PIBST DIVISION. 
1. B«ioiDiEm-0«iraBAi. PBTBR J. 08TBBHA1J8 OamiinitKa. 
S. BBtamiBB-OEirEEAi. CHABLBS B. WOODS CamtiKaina, 
Fb-it Brigade.— iX) Brigadler-Oenenl Qakmas B. Woods; (S)Ooloiiel Wii-- 

4tti Oblo IE 

SECOND DIVISION. 

<1) BBioAi>nH.aEmBii. HOBQAN L. SIflTH Cohhudiho. 

(I) BuaiDlNB-Omsil. J. A, J. LIOHTBITBM OoHKlIDiKO. 

(S) BuaAmra-OENBEii. WILLIAM B. UAZEN CuimuDiia. 

Tfrit Brlgaae.-^l )Brigadler-0«nen] Oiiza A. BitrrB : (S) Ouloasl J. 8. Uai- 

TDi : (3) Colonel Theodobb Johes. Secotut Brigade.— {\) Brigadler-eenenl J. 

A J. LrsBTiDBii ; (3) Colonel W«li.b B. Johbb. JrWUn*.— Bauary " H,' in 

IllinolB, and '■ A," let DUoois. 

THIRD DIVISION.) 

BaioAmR-aiHXBU. JOHN E. BMITH ComuirDiMa. 

FITtt A^Mdf.—Colonel Jms L Mxtanati, Beam BrVoiU.— Oolonel 

GmiiR B. TUtm, Thtnt £rlinida._Coli)Del Jibsz Babbdbi. 

FOUBTH DIVISION, 

BKiaii>iiB.GDnsu WILLIAM HABBOW Ooiuunno. 

Flitt Brioadt.—Oo\imA Rbdbbr Wii.LiAin. Secimit Brlaaae.~-atAaaii 

Chirlu C. WiLODTT. mint STfiKHla.— Ookue] JoH> U. Olivbb. Artaitrv. 

— iBt low* B«tMtJI. 

SIXTEENTH ARHT C0BP8.< 
Majob-Gesbbai, GRENVUiLE M. DODGE CoMVAimina. 

BBCOND DIVIBION. 

(1\ BsiaiDHB-QEnBiL THOMAS W, SWEENY Coukimdiks. 

jj) BBiaii>iii-6iBiiui. JOHN U. OOBSB Comiupue. 

nm SfWode.— Colooe] ELLIim W. Kiol. .Sscond £r<|fad&— (I)ColoDd p. K. 

BcBES; (i) Oolonol Acoitbt Mibbii (3) Lleateuuit-ColDiial Fbilups; (4) 

I Tbli dlTlrion guTlmied AlHtoDDB and othsr pDBta, imd ms not with the 
were leK to ths Uixdaalppl V>1- 
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OmBDd a. H. AsiMM. nttd Sr<«Bd*.— (l) OoloMl U. H. Bun ; (I) Brlgi^ 
a«nenl Willuh TuTDiBimc. .UttOirv. — BaHor "H," IK tcimiri L 
FOURTH DIVieiOM. 



Fint BrigaiU.—Beigtilet-atiaiittl Jobs W. Pollbl Staml Brloaili.—t>t- 
aDeUoBHW. Spmuiix. TMrd £n0iMi.-<l) OoIoihI Jobk Tillbobj Ooiml 
Juna H. Hon. AruOerv.—lVt OhioBatMi?. 

BEVKHTBBNTH ABUT CORP& 
Hajos-Gbksbai. FRANK F. BLAIB, Ja., CoiotAMmaa.' 



f. Wiun. HUrtt Ariffodii.— OoloDsl Aium a. Ibixor. ArViUrr 
— Sd Ohio, BUter7"D" lit lUiu^ Sth Hlohlgu BUtaiy. 
70UBTH DIVISION. 
1) BBTSiDna-amui. WALTER Q. OBESHAM OomiMDiia. 



(1) Bbtsi 



S A. BlflTH OoMKunnn)- 



nrM£r<e>adt.— (l)Coloii«l WiLum L. SuntBUOi; (>)CaloulB. P. Pom. 
SKSHif A-tfodi!.— OdloBSl Sioiai O. Boeiu. TUnI Bngaa*.—(Miml Wi> 
uiH Hall. JraURv.— Oanqiuij " 7," Id lUiiuU. 

Bsililea the Artillery kbova mentioDed, the faUawuig batteiiea wen 
in the Army of the Tennenee, viz. : IlU^oil^ twttciia "E," "F," ind 
"G"of iBt Light ATtiUeiT;b*ttenea "F" and "G" of 3d Light At- 
tUleiy, ud CognreU'a Bkttery, Indiuus 3d, 9th, ud 14th. Hiehigui. 
2d Battery. Uinnsaota, let Battery. Ohio, Tth, 8th, 10th, 15th, and 
aeth batteries. WinKmiin, 6th, 7th, and 13th. Only part of them 
were at any one time irith the moving oolomD. They were mder tha 
diieotion of Colond Andrew Hichenlot^r, Chief of Artillery. 



ARXr OF THE OBIO. 

TWBHTT-THIRD AHMT CORPS. 

ILuoB-GiiiBBii. JOHN IL 8CH0FIELD ConuifDraa. 



Id Ar^mta,— (1) Ooloul 



u dlBtribaUd. the lit Brlsad* toUu 
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JOBIFH JL OODPIi. Saioiut BrigiKli.—11j < 



FirM KMffoiM.— Oolone] Jinma W. Binxi. etcoait Jlr1(iaitt,—(M BrigaOkc 
Oenenl 11, D. UueoK; (S) Oolonel DimiL OAKKtani (B) Calonel JoH> S. 
ClBiKEiT. IMrd SrlgaOe.—n) BrigBdler-aenenl N. G. MoLxiH ; (i) Coloaal 
KaBBRT K. Bisd; <S) Coloosl Thomu J. HiMiiCBBoa. JrKUe'v.— Haryq's 
ItllhlDdiua; Wllber^ S3d Indium, and " D " IM Ohio (CookerlU'i). 

CAVALBT, AKMY OF THE OHIO. 

ILUOK^BHBBAL OBORGB 8T0NBHAN Couhahdino. 

FIBST DIVISION. 

CoLDBEi. ISRAEL T. OAItBAHD COMHlHDiKe. 

The oavaliy ol the Brmy, tboagh namiually oonueoted with ths three 

■aboniliiuiite srmies, was, doriDg the acdre oampaign o^auixed into 

fboT commandB, wbioh were wwigned to dut; b; General Sheniuui u 

oiieamiiaDcea leqiiinHl, and as will be leen by the natratire of the 

oainpaign. One diviaion wo* nmallj npon eoah fluik and one ooTering 

the oommaniostJonB at the rear, whilst the fonrth waa read; for eipedi- 

tiona in front which might be ordered. The neareet Babot^inate arm; 

oonuDander UBnally ezeioi>ed anthority orei the oavalry ooOperating 

vitb him. 

In the War Department reoorda for Jone, they are stated as follows : 

Pbihcifal Cavalbt Couiuhdbrb. 
Uajor-Gbnzbii. GEORGE STONEUAN. 
BmoAniEK-GEREaAL JDD80N KILPATKICK. 
Brioadieb-Qehebai. KENNEB GARRARD. 
BmaADUB-GBBBUL EDWARD M. McCOOK. 



APPENDIX C. 

CONPBDBBATE ASMT* 



: JOHNSTON /or ptriod ending 



HAItDEB'3 ABUT CORPS. 
LtauTKHAKT-GENBRAi. WM. J. HARDEB C!oinujn>iK6. 



MAJOB-QENEBAL T. 0. HtHSUAN'S DIVISION. 

<.— Deu*, CotonilJ. O.COLTiiTConunukdlng; ICulgsnlra; 
H. Bhibf CammuidliiK; Wmlthmll'a, Ootonel Sm. BuTOBCm 



■ The Oon(«da*ts Almy did not have iti ooipo, dlvlilong, stc, nninlwieil ; Utaj 
le brlsadlsr somnwiidliiB UOebr 
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APPBHDIK O. 



WHBELKR'S CAVALET CORPS, 
Uuoa-OxtvKU. JOS. WHBEIiBR CoMHiminra. 

lUJOR-aENBOAL WM. T. wiBTru-H DI718I0N. 
Brl0aaM.—jLBeo% iTencai'L 

BBIOADIEB-QBNBRAI. J. H. EZLLEY'S DITtBIOH. 
■BrtfaifH.— Anaenon'a, Dlbbrell'a, Humon'g. 

BBioADiBB-aBSBOAi. w. T. 0. nnuB<s DmeioB. 



ARTILLERY. 
Bsiau)isB-QBNXBAi. F. A. SHODF CoMMxumna, 

GOLOni, II. BUTTH COHIUMDIVa. 

AUMOsnt.—HutoQ'a, HoCobklH', Umitin's, Cobb'a. 

BATTAUONB ATTA.CHBD TO HOOD'S CORPS 
OoLOncL B. F. BECKHAU COMMiiDno. 

WHEBLEB'S OOKPB. 

PlTe Satterlu. 



DSTTACHHENTS. 

EBCOBTS (CAVAIET). 
tdqiurtera, Con 

_.nn*Bi OLebnnjv^i 

fitaTeoaon'B, BteT&rTB. Ona oompaay ea 

ENQINEEB TKOOFfi. 

IbJOB J. W. GREEK CaaMiMDiBO. 

ZMEdMont.— OhHthun'a, Olebame'a, Stewajt'a. HiDdmui'i, Boektia^ Se- 



■ TbroQ btttorla In each i 
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Organimtim of tA« Army of Mittiitippi, eommandtd by Migar- 
GtMTol W. W. Loring for period ending June SO, 18S1. 

lUJOB^BNSBAI. B. Q. FBBNCH<3 DITIBIOM. 
AlpailM.-Botof^ CcAraUX Emn^ 

UAJOR-OBNBBU. W. W. LOBHia'S DITISION. 



CAVALRY. 

Bkioasibb-Gbrsiul W. H. JACKSON CoxMixmva. 

BBIOASIB&OBHBHAI. W. H. JAOKBOITS DIVIBIOH. 
AVodM.— Anutnme^ K«'>, Ftigaaao't. 

BSOOBTB (OATUAY). 
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APPENDIX D. 

BATTLE OF ALATOONA. 



to in the foot-note on p. 331, mftke it 

to the evidenoe. The writer'a field despatahaa for October oontaun the 

folhnring: 

No. leo. 

tiO^t rtaat Roto, OaCoba6,18e4, S.45 A.H. 
Hajob-Gehisai. BhebiUn, Smjrma Camp Ground : 

B; workiDg Ute lut evening, we got oyer oni tiun, the hewl of my 
oolnnut reiting on the Pkoe'e Ferrf and Hmiiett* roid. We had to 
faddge A oreek forty feet broad, which wm filled by buk-wat<c tram 
the CAattabooohee, Bwimroing deep. The toad along the Chattabooohee 
ia not good, bnt we shall get along. The oolnmn is now Btartiog. I 
oan get no definite information of roads on right of railroad, bnt from 
my remembranoe of what we learned when we were at Smyrna Station 
in Joly, I hope to get throngh. 

(Signed) J. D. COX, R G. 

No. 170. 

Simii CuiF QBonmi, Octsbat S, UI61. 
BsKUDiBB-GsNEBAl. OoopKH, Commanding Second Diriaion : 

Sir — The third division ia marohing along the railroad to Marietta, 
and I am very aniioni that the trains should reaoh there also at an 
early bonr. If yon have not ciceied the railroad when this reaches 
yon, yoD may pat yonr whole oommand on tbe railroad, except one 
le^^ent for a rear gnard for the train, to follow the wagon-road. A 
oorpe has been stationed at RnCa Mills (between here and the Sand- 
town road) to cover thia road, which makes it safe. I will either meet 
jon at Marietta, or leave orden for yon. Try to prevent all straggling, 
»nd do not harrf yonr men too muoh. 

(Signed) J. D. COX, B. Q. 

No. 171. 

NlAB UUUTIl, October fl, I9S1. 
SBiauDiMR-GBmiKAii HsiLLT, Commanding Third Division : 

General Vanderveer bad two regimenta and a seatioa of artillery on 
Bmahy Honntoin, the high ground a little farther to the right than 



SSi ATLANTA. 

your right bow reata. I think joa will hav« to put ]tonr left hrigiit 
over then, wid let G«iienl Cooper take the place Taoated on yoni left 
Pleau look at the gionnd, and do k nnleai ;on can det&oh > raiment 
or ao irith a aeotion, and k> bold the right bj a detachment. 

(Signed) J. D. OOX, B. G, Commanding, 
Ko. 178L 

Nbis ICUIBTTA, Ootobar 8, ISftL 

BftioiDnR-GEiraBU. Coopbk, Cammanding Seoond Diviuou : 

Ton may put in joja oommand on Beilly'a left thie morning— pat- 
ting them in two lines for the pnaeut. 

(Signed) J. D. COX, B. G. Commanding. 

Spedal field-orden. Ho. 66. 

HXU^gCTAITEBS IflLTTABT DmBOM OW THB If 11 JIM | ^.IX , 

In ths flald, KKKUlw MonnruR, Oraobs 0, ISM. 

L Hajoi-Oeneral Stanley, Amy of the Cumberland, wiU oecnpr ■ 
■tcong defenaive pontion aeroos the Marietta and Bomt Hickoiy, ud 
Marietta and Dallaa loada, his right ttear Pioe Hill, and left behind 
If Mea Creek. 

n. Major-Oeuenl Howard, Army of the Tenncoeee, will jmn on 
the left of (General Stanley, and nuke a tine oovering the Powder 
Spring Toad ; and the oaT^iy on that flank, GenenI Eilpatciok, will 
prevent any enemy from reaohing the railroad below Marietta. 

HL Brigadier-General Cox, Army of the Ohio, will nioTe ont aa 
the Burnt Hickory road, via Pine Hill, and Mount Olivet Choreh, 
weet, nntjl he atrikei the road by whioh the enemy have moved on Ala- 
hiona. He will have hie oolumna ready for a fight, bat not deplt^ed. 
He will park hie wagona near Keneaaw. 

IV. (General Elliott wiU send cavalry t4).da; to Big Shanty, Aok- 
worbh, and Alatoona, and bring baok ofGoial reporti. 

T. The ntmoat attention mmrt be given to Uie graring of °"'™*H 
parking wagons, and economizing rationi. 

By order of Mut^^GBdnsu, W. T. BHBRMAN, 
(Signed) L. H. Di.TTOH, Aide-de-Can^ 

My pocket-diary contain! the following entry : 

"Thunday, Octoberflth.— March at uiue o'clock iila Pine UountHB 
to Sandtown road, and make reoonnoiBBanoeB in all dii«ctionB. On 
the right, nearly to Aokworth ; in front, to Alatoona chnroh ; on lef^ 
nearly to Luat Mountain and to Hardshell church. The enemy have 
retreated south beyond Lost Mountain." 

In making reporta after a coniiderable interval of time, Geueial Sher- 
man evidently made by accident a mistake of a day in the dates, and 
the error has perpetoated itself in numeroue ways. 
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APPENDIX E. 

MOVBMESNTa OP OCTOBER 13, 1861 

Ik his HemoiTB, Generil Sherman, misled, appBTentl;, b; hia formal 
fO'deTB lor the day which he aubseqnently modified, has iuadTertently 
■poken of the moremeat of Cone's diiiaioa on the left bank of the 
Coou as that which resulted in the capture of tbe gime and the acoom- 
plishmenl of hU wish for definite inforrDation. His official report hu 
itOOrrecU;. It safB : "I therefore on the 11th mo^ed to Rome and 
poshed Oamrd'B cavalry and the Twenty-third Corps, under General 
Oox, aeroBs the OoatananU, to threaten the flaiiks of the enemy passing 
nort^ Garrard's cavalry drove a oavali7 brigade of the enemy to and 
beyond the narmwa leading into the valley of the Chattooga, capturing 
two field pieoes and takii^ some prisoners." 

Tbe foUowine ore from tho field despatches of the writer. 

NalTft 

EzumcABTXBS, Abut of thb Ohio, 
October IS, 1S64, 6 l.H. 
Huok-Obsbral Bhbbman, Comounding, eto. : 

Toot despatch received. Garrard fills the road ahead of me and is 
pnshing on. Hj infantry is close on his heels. He finds some cavalry 
in bis front, bnt no serions resistance as yet. Be has not reached the 
position where the enemy had their battery yesterday. As soon as he 
is seriously cbeoked, I will have him give way and let the infantry 
throngh. Very reapectftdly, etc., 

(Signed) J. D. COX, B. G. Commanding. 

No. 180. 

HlADOOlKCBU, ABICI OF TRB OBIO, 

6H mllM from Bame, October IS. 1964. 
HaJOB-ObneraI: Shbbmab, Commanding M. D. M. : 

Garrard is pushing on finely, my infantry in close support. He 
has driven Armstrong's cavalry the last two miles, captured two pieces 
of orldllery and a nomber of prisoners, CitizeOB report a larger foro^ 
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of MTaliy (Hardwti'i liiTidim) ahead. I leaie one divinon «f inbiitij 
to aoiec tils roada eoming in fnnn Bmnmerville by Tbxu Tallqr, ud 
puhtfaa othar lorwud. 

Vetj teipeotfnlly, etc., 
(Signed) J. D. COX, B. G. Commaiiding; 

No. 183. ' 

EKUXjDuamu, Aim or tbb Ohui, 
OotolHr 13, 1S64, l.U r.it. 
Muob-Gkksbu. Bhxbiuii : 

Wi liATe fijimd tbe plao« where Ike bridge ma. The informstiiia 
ii pomllTe that Hood took it north with him. A brigade of oanli; 
went two milee beyond. I am ratomiiig with the infantiy. 

(Signed) J. D. COX, B. Q. 
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IHDEX. 



NoiK — Segitmntt, batleriti, tie., are indtxtd under the name* oj 
thtir Slatet, excepllng batleriei tatted tiy their eaplain'i or by Mrni 
ClUtr tpedal name. 'Hittt are indexed under Battbrhs. 



ArDutrong, OkTkliy (^ M et uq. 

Athens, Ala., ^3 et isq. 

AtUntft, Ga., 16, 31, S8, 20, 68 et 
Mq., 83, BO, B3, 131, ISl, 136, 
Ut etseq., 144flt seq., 153 et 
nq., lao, 1G3 et leq., 166 et 
•eq., 170 et seq., 174, 177, 181 
etseq.,188et«eq., I96etBeq. ; 
(aU of, 307, SI3 et leq., 310 
Et *aq., 230 et aeq., 333, 237 
Ga., 150. 167, IT*. 188, 

itiu, Major J. EL, ahaipilioDteii 



Adainrille, Ga., 46 et leq., H et 
■eq., 63,69 

Ad&mB, Colonel, 106 

Alabama, TegimsDta of: Fonr- 
teentii, 100; Thirty-aeoond, 
72; Fortieth, 100; Fifty- 
eighth, 73 

IB Creek, 66, 80, 95 et leq., 



Alatoona, Ga., 49, 67, 75 et aeq., 
79, 89, 94 et aeq., 104, 143, 
334et«q.,230,2S2etaeq. 

Alatoona PaJu, S3 et eeq., 84, 87, 
94 

Ainu Hoiue, AtUnta, 189 

Alpine, 339 

Andenon, Colonel A., master of 
railway tianiportation, 4, Bl 

AndetioDville, 183 

Annapolu, Md., 1? 

Antietain, 149 

Aioher, tdeatonant'Colonel 8. H., 



of, 7! 

Babd, Brigadiei-General Abn- 
lom, diTiuon of (Fonrleenth 
Coipa) 18, 84, 133, 1B4, 190 el 
■eq., 302, 306 et aeq. 

Banks, Hajor-Genenl N. P., at 
New Orleans, 6 et seq. ; to 
moTO from Nair Orleaoa to 
Mobile, 33 et seq. 

BamhiU, CcOooel R. &, 137 

Barter, Cdonel Richard F., \iA 
Bade of, 140^171 



Bate, HaJDT-Oenen] W. B., divi- 
rion of, SS, 68, TO, 84 et leq., 
96, m, 103, JBl et Mq., 16*^ 
168 et Kq., 103 

Batterlet: GockMeU'-, 173; D« 
Grea*B, 118, ITS; Hurray's, 
176; Fnddock'i, 112; Ptw- 
eott'i, 206 et aaq. ; Shield'!, 
113 ; ^megu'i, 110 ; Wood- 
bury's, 110 

Beante^id, Genenl O. T., 330 

Big Creek Gap. 11 

Big Shiuity StatiDQ, M et aeq., 97, 
asset leq. 

Big Spring, S3 

Blait, Hajor-Oenenl T. P., 67; 
oorpi of, 65, 84, as et seq. ; 
Joina HtJ'henoTi, 90 et aeq., 
171 et aeq., 177; at Atlanta, 
105, 143, 160. 163 et wq,, 167 
•tiBq.,183 et aeq., 191, 301 et 
■eq., 305 ; goea North, 2S& 

Blake, brigade of, 164 

Bine Hoimtaiii, S35 

Bradley, Colonel Luther P., bri- 
gade of, 1S6 

Bragg, General Braxton, relieved 
by Johnston, 6; reinforced 
by liongBtreet, 13 ; separated 
from IioagBtreet, 14 ; relieved 
by Johnston, 35 et seq., 30; 
CMe(-of-8taff to Jeff. Davis, 
148 



Broshy Hoantun,3Sl 
Bui&head, 14S, 150 et leq., 164 
Bnokner, Uajor-General S. B., 12 



Bnell, Colonel O. F., I3S 

Bnford, Qeneral, !SS3 

Boll's Gap. 17 

Bnmaide. Hajor-General AmbioM 
EL. begins the oonatruotiou of a 
railway, 2 ; takes oonunand of 
Army of the Ohio, 9 ; co-oper- 
atea with RoaeenuiB, 10 et aeq. ; 
reouTH thauka of Oongress, 
13 ; rdieved by Foater, 14 et 
seq. ; agtun takea ooninuuid of 
Ninth Corps, 17 

Bomt Choroh, Ga., 80 

Bomt Hickory, Ga., 64 et seq., 
07, 70, 73 et eeq., 84, 89, 98 et 
■eq., 134, 333 

Botteifield, Hajor-Genenl Duiiel, 
division of, 34 ; drives back 
Hood, 47, 70 (note), 73, 73, 
91 et aeq., 105, 100, 111, 114, 
151 

Bnizud's Boost, Ga.. SO, Hi, 37 
etseq., 23B 

Byrd, Colonel Bobert E., Isigads 
of. 119 et seq., 13S et aeq., 138 



CALHOim, Ga,, 31, 36, 46 et seq., 

49 et aeq., 280 
Cameron, Colonel Daniel, brigade 

of , 107, 133 et aeq., 138 et seq. , 

171,103 
Campbell's Station, 14 
CampbeHtowu, Ga., Itl et aeq., 

146, 188, I9B 
Camp Oreek, 86, 49 et aeq., 18^ 

195 et seq. 
Canby, Hajor-Oeneral B. B. S., 

319 
Candy, Colonel Charles, brigada<^ 

73,168 
Canton, lOB 
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Csntj, BrigBdieT'Ceneral Jamen, 

S6 
Culeton, Colonel C. H., brigade of, 

3oa 

Culin, Brigadier-General W. P., 
diiinon of, 306 et seq. 

Cartennille, Ga., 49, 64 et seq., 60, 
66 et Mq., 284 

Cuemeat, Colonel John S., bri- 
gade ot 57, lOT, 139, 193, 233 

OuBviUe, Qa., 49 et Hq., 53 et 
eeq., 116 «t leii., 69 

Catoon Springi, Ga., SS, 33 

Cedw Bluff*, 339 



ChanoelloiaTille, 1T8 

Charleiton, B. 0., 3, 19, S34 

CUttabooobee River, 3T, 64, 83, 
93 et aeq., 103, 133, 131 et Beq., 
13SetBeq..l40et seq.. 144 et 
wq.,149, 153,187, 181 et seq., 
188, 196 et seq., 9DH, 219, SSS 
et seq., 333 et aeq. 

Ohattaoooga, Tenn., 1 et aeq., 6 et 
■eq., 10, IS et «aq., %, 39, 40, 
143, 164, 181, 190, 31S, 383, 
334etnq. 

Chattooga Riier, 338 et seq. 

Cbattoogata Honntun, S4 (note) et 
seq. 

Cheatbom, Hajor-General B. F., 
divjaion of, 38, SO, 103, 137 ; 
given Hood'i oommand, 149; 
at Jonea'B Hill, 153 et «aq., 159 ; 
at Atlanta, 161 et aeq., 164, 171 
et Boq. ; retrnna to hia dividoa 
in Hardee's oorpa, 181, 184; 
loaeei of, 214 

Cheney'i Farm, 107, 106 et aeq., 
119 



Cincinnati, Ohio, 3, 10 et aeq. 
Clare, Colonel C, 331 
Clear Creek, 158, 155, 157, 161. 168 
Cleburne, Uajor-Geneial Patriok 

R., diviaion of, 39, 79, 103, 161 

et ««q., 166, 160 et aeq., 173; 

in oommand of Haidee'i oorpa, 

199, 301 et aeq,, 265 
Cleveland, Ohio, 336 
Cleveland, Tenn., IS, 30, 40 
CliDoh River, 13, 29 
Clinton, IttS 
Cobb'a Hilla, 166 
Cobnm, Colonel John, brigade o^ 



CoekereU, Captain Giles 3., bat- 
tery of, 101, 173 

Collier's Hill, 155 et aeq. , 153 

Cidnnibai, Ga., 319 

Conasene Creek, 66 

Connaaanga lUvec, 30, 36, 43; 61, 
336 

Coosa River, 334 el aeq., 339 

Cooaawattee River, 61 et aeq. 

CoRDth, Hias., 7 

Corse, Brigadier-General John I£, 
333 et aeq., 326 et aeq. ; oasa- 
alties of, 381 et aeq., 334 et 
seq. 

Covington, Ga., 174, 177, IBS 

Cox, Brigadier-General J. D., 
temporarily in oommand of 
Twent;-thiid Corps, 17; at 
Dr. Lee's. 33 ; at Kinoanikon 
Cross Roads. 35, 37. 43 et seq. ; 
ai Carteraville, 57, 74 et seq., 
78 ; at Bmut Chuioh, 89, 91, 
94 et seq. ; inpported by Hss- 
enll, 09 et aeq., 107 et seq., 110 
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flt leq., 110 et nq. ; ilmigtli' 
BM Ilia podtioii, 138 ; on the 
Ohkttahoochee, 138, 140; at 
Pewhtrea, IflO, 171 et »q. ; >t 
Dtor Creek, 190 et leq. , IM et 
■eq. ; oarriei hy m ohuge tlis 
Hacon lUUway, 303; tem- 
ponvily in ocimmaiid of Army 
of the Obio, 334; on Bomt 
Hiokorr Road, 333, 235 et aeq. 

Crab Oiohud, 11 

Crittenden, brigade of, in Cox'i 
diviaioii, 140 

Crow Kef*, 146, 150, 160, 161 

Crow Volley, 38 

CroztoD, CoIonelJ. T., 143 

Cnlp'a Fmn, 106 «t aeq., 109 et 
■eq.,113, 114, 119 et leq. , 333 

Cmnberlaad, Army of the, S3, 58, 
ee et aeq., 70, 74, S4, 93 et 
■eq., 103. lOSetHq., 131, IS4, 
183; lossea of, 135, 147, ISO et 
aeq., 158, 160, IBS, 1T4, 198, 
304, a08. 209, 236 et Mq. , S39 

C^mnliflrtBnd, DepArtment o^ 1, 4 
et eeq., 14, 81 et saq., 31, 40, 
60 et «aq. 

Oamberland Gap, Ey., 3, 11 et 
aeq. 



Dana, Charlea A., Aioistaut-Sooie- 
tary of War, 13 

Dandridge, Tenn., IS et aeq. 

Davis, OeneralJefferaon 0., divi- 
sion of , 84, 48, 00, 67, 6S, 70, 
73 et aeq. ; teliovad by Mo- 



184 et aeq., 189; naoeedi 
Palmer, 190, 197, 904 et seq. ; 
Jaini Bheimui, 310 
Davis, Jefferson, his oonfidenoe in 



JofanatoD, 35 et s«q. ; John* 
stmi's letter to, 38 ; bia eatU 
mate of Cetifedente losses, 88; 
his dislike to Johnston, 148, 
181, ISaetseq., 312, 231 

Deoatnr, Ala., 1, 67, 141, 239 

Deoatnr, Ga., 144 et seq., 150, 15% 
159 et aeq., IBl. 166 et seq., 
171, 177, 183, 188, 208, 239, 
336 

De Gres, Captain J. C, batteir of, 
173,175 

Derby's House, lOI 

Dilwortb, brigade of, 151 

Dr. Lee's House, G&, 33 

Dodge, Brigadier-General OreD' 
ville M, , oommands Sixteenth 
Corps, 31, 43, 46et seq., 74, B5, 
105 ; on the Sandtoim road, 
133, 141, Bt seq., 153, 180, 187 
et seq . 170 et seq., 174 et seq., 
183, 185, 197 

DogWDod Valley, 33 

Donelsen, 221 

Dug Gq>, 34, 38 

East Poikt, 145, 183 et seq., IK, 

lffietseq.,303,308 
Bohoto, Ga. , 48 (see Fite's Feny) 
Bdie, Major I B., brigade of, 306 

BUiott, Brigadier-General W. L., 
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Bale, Oolouel Geo^e P., biigade 

of, 206 
Stivsh Biver, 49, 68 et wq. , GT et 

■eq., 63 et seq., 6fl et seq., «0, 

7e, 84, 89, M et saq., 97, ISS, 
146,223et«eq., 330, 2S4 

Enbulee, 05 et acq. 

Ens CharoL, SU 

PiiRBrEN, 195, 193, 300 
{'umer'a Bridge, G&, 50 
FacTsgnt, Adininl D. Gt., 319 
FaatheratoD, Brigadier -General 

W. S., diTiuon of, 108, 136 
Field-a Mill, 51 
Fite'i Perry, Ga., 48, 51 
Flfttrook, 188,334 
Flint River, 199 et eeq. 
Ploreuoe, 289 
Foard, Hedloal Diieotot A. J., 

213etBeq. 
Foroa, Brigsdiei-General M. F., 

brigade of, 99 et aeq,, 105, 183 

otBeq.,170 
Forreai, H&jor-Gener«l N. B., e»T- 

Blry of, 7, 333 et Boq. 
Fort Moigui, SIV 
Fort Sumders, 14 
Foater, UajoT-Goientl Jdm G., 

■Dooeeds Borndda, IS, 17 
Fruer, Brigadier-General John 

W., anmndera to Bamiide, 13 
French Broad Rivet, 16 
Frenoh, Major-General B. G., di- 

Tieion of, 68. 103, 136 et leq., 

181, 325, 337 et aeq., 230 et 



QAsanSR, Ala., 325, 335, 338 et 
■eq. 

Gunw'i Hills, 149 

GaUnp, Colonel G. W., Ill et leq. 

Garrard, Kigadier-General Ken- 
ner, eavalry of, 44, 47 et seq., 
BO et aeq., 57, 66, 70, 74, 94, 
105, 118; at Huietbi, 132i 
sent to aeize the Boawell fao- 
toriea, 134, 136 et «eq., 141, 
146, ISO; deBtroya railroad, 
160, 174, 177; near Deoator, 
183 ; leH at Flatrook by Stone- 
man, 188 ; at Bast Point, 197 ; 
at Big Shanty, 236 ; at Rome, 
SS5 

Gaylearille, Ala., 33D 

Geary, Brigadier-General John 
W., division of, S4, 53, 67, 70, 
73 et aeq., 93 ; forced to re- 
tire, 99, 105, 109 et aeq. ; loBwa 
of, 118 ; report of, 114, 151 et 
aeq. ; mOTemeata of, 154 et 
seq. ; loeeea of, 163 et aeq. , 
161 

Gettyaborg, Feun, battle of, 10, 
14, 149 

GUgal Chnroh, 93, 95 et Mq., 99 
et aeq., 105, 134 

Gleaaon, Colonel Kemdl, brigade 
of, 191 

Goran, Brigadier-General D. O., 
brigade of, 305 et aeq. 

Gover's Gap, 388 

Qranberry, Brigadier-General H. 
R, Teian brigade of, 88, 79, 
307 et aeq. 

Granger, Hajor-Geneial Gordon, 
Fourth Corpa, 14, 17 

Grant, lA Gen. C S., Commaudsr 
of the Military Diviaioa of the 
Uiaaiaai[^ 1, S el aeq. ; re- 
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inforoed at Vicbbnig, 10; 
kHamed oommuid of the HQ- 
itu7 Divuion of the IUhu- 
dppi, 18 et leq. ; coiuDlla wibh 
Foiter, IT; made Lieutenaut- 
Genenl, 19 ; bii pUn of cam- 
pBlgn, 23 ; deipftUh h> SheT' 
DUD, 130 ; telegnm from, 146, 
SIS et aaq. ; urged b; Shemuu 
to move OQ SsTumah, SH 

Greensboro, 313 

GTeaham, BriKsdier-Geneml W. 
q., 160 et Hq., 163 

Grigiby , Brigadiei-CieDaTa] J ■ Wu- 
ren, Kentnok; oaTalir of, Si 

Gruwoid, 188 

Golf, Deputment of, 1, 219 

GonteriviUe, SS9 

HAU.BCK, Uajoc-Oenerol Henry 
W., linoolu'B Chief -of-Staff, 
S ; SherDUD'a deapatoh to, 134 

Hiudee, Lieateouit- General Wid. 
J., at Book; Face, 36, 38; 
■t Beaaoa, 43 ; leinfareea 
Hood, 47, 50; at KingstoD, 
63 et aeq. ; Johnston'B oi- 
dera to, 68; at Dallu, TO, 74; 
prened by HoPhereoD, 76, 70, 
84; l0Meaaf,a6,3T;BtGilgal 
CboTob, 96 ; anggenti a oun- 
foicQoe of CoDtederate genei- 
ala, BS ; followed vigoroiulf by 
National Aimy, 100 et leq. ; at 
UarUtta,108, 110, 118, 117, 
137, 136, 14», 1S2 ; at Atlanta, 
160 ; sent to support osTalry, 
161 et neq., aent to attack Mo- 
PhsTBon'a rear, 164 ; at Atlan- 
ta, 166, 168, 170 etaeq. ; oom- 
plaioed of uDjoatlyby Hood, 
178; wlthdrawa hU leqneat to 



be rdiered, 181,184; TiDdioh 
tkia of, 186; at Baodtown, 
1S3; at Atlanta, 1»4, 197 et 
aeq. ; andeavcra to hold hii 
podtion, 303 et wq. ; aeparated 
froiD Hood, SOB et aeq. ; itata 
Dient of, 314; loaaea of, 316, 
233 

Haiker, Brigadier-Geaenl C. O., 
brigade of, ftt, 37 et aeq., 46, 
109, 131 ; mortaUr wounded, 
125 

HanDon, Colood O. F., killed, ISS 

Hairiion, ColoDd BenjamiD, bri- 
gade of, 1S6, 181 

Hamnr. Brigadier-General Wdl, 
divmon of, 85, 167, 130, 186, 
300 

Hartau^ Major General Gtmge 
L., aammanda TwcDty-tbird 
Corps, 10 et leq. ; relieved by 
Cox, 17 

Hasoatl, Biigadiei-General Milo 
S., dividon of (Twraty-thiid 
Oorpe),74, 78, 39,01,96; anp- 
porta Coi, 90 et aaq., 108 et 
■eq., lia ; laaHi of, 113 etaeq., 
120, 123 ; relieved by Hooker, 
ISa, 139, 160, 172, 190 et aeq. ; 
in front of Atlanta, 194 at 
■eq. ; at Bough and Beady, 
203 

Hazen, Brigadier-Geneisl Wm. R, 
brigade of, 77, T9 ; oarriea the 
bridge over Flint Birer, 200 

Heion^ Hill, 190 

HindmaD, Hajor-Gsneral T. CL, 

diviiiaD of, 38 et acq., 66, 79; 

108, 110 
HobaoD, Colonel Wm. U, brigadt 

o^Ul 



D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



HolBton Vallej, 

et nq., IT, i 

Hood, GenermlJ 



I., 3, 9, 13, 14 



.mentof, 
»j, SU, SH ; at Keuoa, S9, 42 ; 
rainf orced, 47, 50 ; at CMsrille, 
63 et leq. ; dinoted to foUow 
Hardee, 68 ; intieDobmeiits of, 
OB, ia ; usudted by Hooker, 
IS, 79 el seq;., 87 et aaq. ; be- 
lund Noonday Cieek, 96, 99; 
holds the Dpland abort Noon- 
day Creek, lOSet seq., 108 et 
uq. ; determined attack of, 
113, 115, 117, 119; msnffloient 
foroe of, 120, 128, 137, 133 ; 
Bapenedes JohnBton, 148 et 
■eq. ; plans of, 153 et aeq. ; tal- 
lica hie men, 157; lo«es of, 
153 et aeq. ; orders to Wheeler, 
160; orders to Hardee, 161; 
hiaoampajgn oloied, 163; pro- 
pose! to retire, 164 ; at Atlan- 
t>, 171 (note), 178, 174 it >eq. ; 
bia oomplaiata of Hardee, 176 
etaeq., 181 ; flaws in hia policy, 
ISSataeq. ; hii apologiee for de- 
feat, 1S6 ; intrenohea Sandtown 
road, 193; on the defenaive, 
194 et aeq. ; deceivad aa to 
Shermon'a reaonroes, 197 et 
aeq., SOS et aeq. ; eraonates At- 
lanta, 308 et aeq. ; atrength of 
his army, 313 et aeq. ; loaaea of, 
215 et aeq., 31S et seq, ; his oor- 
respondenoe vith EQiennan, 
230 et aeq, ; activity of, 3S3 et 
aeq., 330, S39et aeq. 
Hooker, Ha]or-Oeiieral Joaeph, of 
the Twentieth Co^p^ 38; i 
Biuxard'a Boort, ST, 40, 44, i 
et aeq. ; mistakes rente, 51 r 
■eq. ; tnorei toward Cavmllet 



S3 et eeq., 66; orossea on 
Sobofield'a pontoona, 60, 67; 
leporta of, 69; at Dallas, 70, 
74 eb seq. ; asaaolta Hood, 73, 
74 ; at New Hope Cbnroh, 80 , 
change of poutiou of, 84, S6 ; 
rapports SohoGdd, 89, 91 et 
■eq., 96; ooonpiea Hardee'a 
front, im, 106; at Colp'i 
Farm, 106, 108 ; position o^ 
109 ; orders breastworks 
thrown np, 110 et seq., 113 
reports of, 114, 116, IIT 
awaits Thonua's ordera, 133 
celieres Hasoall, 183 ; at Face's 
Ferry, 150 et aeq. ; morements 
of, 164 et aeq. ; estimate of 
losKB, 158; aketcb of, 177 et 
■eq. ; asks to be relieved, 179 

Horn Mountain, 36 

Hovey, Biigadin-General Alvin 
P., diTision of, 86, ST, 43, T4, 
84, 91 et eeq. ; aaks to be re* 
lieved, 95 

Howard Honse, 160, 116, 168, 173 

Howard, Uajor-Qeneral O. O,, of 
Fonrth Corps, 83 ct aeq., 37, 
40; captnreg prisonara, 41, 43 
at seq., 63, 64, 66 et seq., 70, 
78, 76et seq.,78; IoBBeaof,79; 
at Pickett's Mill, 80; podtion 
of, 84, 95, 97, 103, 106 et seq., 
109, 111, 117, 131 et aeq., 134, 
136 et seq., at Pace's Ferry, 
134 ; ordered to snpport Scho- 
field, 141 et aeq.; at Bnckhead, 
150 et seq.; movementa of, 154 
et seq. ; at Peaohtree, 160, 168 ; 
recommended aa HoFhersou'a 
■nooeaaor, 178etaeq.i attacked 
by Hood, 184 et. 



au«t 

t? Hudee utd Lee, 309; at 
Joaeaboro, 314; iiota.281,233; 
338 «t esq. 
Ho<niU'> UOk, 150 et Mq., lU 
UnntoriUe, AJ>., 8, 91, 333 
Horlbat, IbjOT-Genend Stephen 

iLLltnuH, regltneDta of: Serenth, 
3S8; Thirtieth, 99; Portieth, 
137; ffirty-fonrth, 169; Nine- 
ty-third, S3T et Mq. Batteriee 
of : A, Past, 178 ot mq., ITS 

ImUkiu, bktterlH of : Fifteenth, 
171 ; Mtst'i, 119 

Iowa, i^inunt of ; TUr^-nilitii, 
238. Batterleaof: I^aS; 
BereDteenth, 830 

Iiriud, biigKle of, IH 



Jackson, LieDteneDt-Genenl T. 
J., brilliant oempu|;ii of. Hi 

Jukaou, Major-Gsnanil W. H., 
oavalry o^ 63, 67 et aeq.; 
capture of dispatoh to, 71 ; di- 
Tiiion of, 74; loeaes of, 88; 
holda Lost UouDtain, 100 et 
aeq.; at Powder Sprisgi, 108, 
119; punned by lUillj, 133, 
130; on the Ohattahooohee, 
1S6, 149; aent to meet KU- 
patriok, 196 

JaokaoDTiUe, 335 

Johnaon, Brigadier-Qeneial B. 
W., diviaion of (Fooiteenth 
Oatf), ti i poaitioiL oi^ 76 et 
•Ml.. 81, SO, IH lSTi IW et 



aeq.; in tanpMMy «oinman| 
of ooipe, 194, 200 

Johnion, HaJor-GenenI Bdwaid, 
nndei Hood, waonded, 185 

Johnatan, Qeuenl Joeeph K, at 
Dalttm, 5 et seq., 19, 33; 
atrong position of. 34 ; anper- 
■edea Btagg, S5 et aeq. ; eSto- 
liya force of, 38 ; his podtiim 
defined, 39 et leq.; conceU' 
tratad movement againa^ S3 
et seq.; diapoailioil ot Ilia 
troopa, 38; aeada tnwpa to 
Reaaoa, 30 et seq. ; poaition o^ 
43; at Camp Creek, 44; or- 
ders a pontoon bridge aenaa 
tlie Ooatuianla, 46; defectiTe 
poulion of, 47 ; his opinion of 
Sliraman'i ability, 49 et aeq., 
63 ; plana to leave AdairarillB, 
M ; givea ordera to retire, 55 
et seq. ; loae* favorable oppor- 
tonitj, 63; at Hariettis 64 et 
aeq., 67; poiitioa itt, 68; dia- 
patob from, o^ttmed, 71 j 
priaonera t^eo by, 79, 80; 
poaition of, 63 et aeq. ; npoit 
to, 86 et aeq.; loama of, 88; 

93; bia akiUDl defenoe, 93^ 
evaonatea hia liuea, 94 ; odb- 
oentratea bis in&intry, 96 et 
aeq.; at Gilgal Chuiih, 100, 
103 et aeq., 108 ; loaaea o^ 113, 
114 et am].; at Keneaaw, 116 
et seq. ; inanfSoient force of, 
130 ; loaaea of, 137, 130 et aeq, ; 
on north bank of the Cliatta- 
hooohee, 133 et aeq., 140 at 
aeq.; diffiodltiea of bia pod- 
Uon, 144 et aeq.; anpenaded 
br General Hood, 147 et eaq^ 
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Haidee'i dlmtufurtioa at bia 
temmal, ISl, 183 ; poliof Tin- 
dieaied 186 et aeq., 108 (note), 
Sllet»4.,2Kt 
Jonesboro, 182, 186, 18S, 195, 199 
et wq., a02 et wq., 300 «t wq,, 
ai4 
Jotiea, Culonel PMiiok H., btl- 

g»de of, 156 
Jon«, Colonel Wells 8., Fifty- 
third Ohio, ITS et laq. 
Jonea, ColunsI Biuli, 73 
Jonei, H&JDi'General 8., 13 
Jndkh, Brigodier-Gieiieril Benrj 
IL, dlTiakm of, 3G, 87, 4S et 



Emp'a Uilli, OS 

Eeneww Ht., G>., SQ, 04, 81, 83, 

96, 108, 106, 118 et .eq., 120, 

182, 226 et eeq., 281 
EMitniiy, n^imenti ot : Twelfth, 

ISS; Fourteenth, 111 
KUpktiick, Colonel B. L., Fifth 

Ohio Infantry. « 
KilpKtriok, Brigadier-OeneralJnd- 

■oOiCftvalry diriiionof, SS, 43; 

wounded, 46, 48 ; diiiaioD o^ 

66, 68; mokei ■ ciranit of 

Atlanta, 105 et eeq., 200, 203, 



KinoHiiion Cioh Rukda, G*. , 85 

Kingston, Ala., 11, 234 

Kingston, Oa., 10, 51, B3 et leq., 
66, 58, eSet seq., 68, 89, 96, 06, 
«t ■«]., 233 et eeq., 336 

Eliby, Colonel luao M., brigade 

o^ioe 

Snipe, Biigadiec-OeiMmtl Joseph 



F., brigade o( 100 «tMq., 11^ 
157 
Enoxrille, Tenn., 3, 10, 12 et nq^ 



La Fatbtth, 143 

Jjk Giange, Colonel O. H., brigado 
of. 88 ; csptnred, 89 

Laiboldt, OalonelR, 106 

Lay's Ferty, Ga. , 46 et leq. , 67 

Lee and Gordon'* Hills, 35, 33 

Lee, Dr., Honee of, 33 

Lee, Qenenl Bolxit R, 17, 23; 
defenrire operations of, 84, 
36, 130, 148 

Lea, Lb Oen. S. D., asugned to 
Falk'a command, 08 ; assigned 
oomnund ot Hood's corps, 181, 
184 ; ceinforoed by Btusrt, 
186,198,100; defeat of, 201; 
etsrta for Atlanta, 203 et eeq., 
208 et «eq. , loeaee of 214 (note), 
236 ; before Resaca, 936 

Lefgett, Brigsdier-Oenenl H. D. , 
di-risioQ of, 00, 106, 188 et 
seq., 107, im, Ita 

Lewis, Brigadiei-General Joseph 
H., brigade of, 205 et eeq. 

LewU HU1, 160, 166 

Lexington. Ky., 3, 10, 18 

Liberty Chnroh, 106 

Liokekillet, 182 et seq,, 180. 1B2 

lightbnrn, Brigadier-Oeneral J. 
A. J., brigade of, 46, 130; 



Linooln, Abraham, cotorpriae of 
hii administrsMon, 3 ; qnes* 
tions of preoedeuoe settled by, 
4 ; urged to send relief to Ten- 
Mssee, 9 ; scknowledges Bnm- 
dde'a serrioes, 18; qiptnnta 



m Gnnt'i 
ITS, 180, 190 ; beatoni thanks 
OQ Shanwiu aud huumjr, 310, 

Little Keneuw, Gk., 124, 126 
Libtk Peachtree Creek, 145 
Ijogkn, HBJc«-G«iienl John A., 
oomouDd* Fifteenth Corpt, 
21, 42 et wq., 4S, 71, S4; 
loeie* ot, 8S et aeq., %, 99, 
105, IX, lae, 120, 183, 150. 
IBO, 183, 167 et etq., 170; 
giToi oommtuid of Atmy of 
171, 173, 175; 
eiof,177etuq.,lS4et 
■eq., aOO et aeq. ; report of, 
214; goes North, 383; abiaice 
of, 335 
LODgibvet, General James, in Etut 
Tenneaeee, 5 ; attacks Bam- 
■ido, 18 et eeq. ; recalled bj 
Lee, 17, 148 
Lookoat Hountain, 1 IT 
Loring, Major-General W. W., 



diTisii 



of. 3 



Polk temporaril;, OH; driTen 
baok by Thomaa, 09, 103, 108, 
115, 117, 136, 184; wooDded, 
185 

Lost Mountain, G»., 39, 64, 83, 03, 
06, 99 et saq., 104 et wq., 215, 
337,333 

London. Tenn., 18 et wq. 

IjDDJBTille, Ejr., 3, 333 

Lovejoy's Station, 168, 307, 313 

HcCLUBc'a Fbhrt, G»., 61 et 

■eq. 

MoCook, Colonel Anioii, of Pal- 
mer's Corps, 157 

UoCook. Colonel Daniel, division 
Of, 132, 135 



HoCook, Brigadier-General Ed- 
ward H., dirision of oavalry 
of, SB, 35, B8, 66 et aeq., 71, 
76 ; Tiotoi; of. 77 ; at Aok- 
wnth, 99, 94, 836 

MeDoDough Boad, 164 

HoKende. Lientenant J. W.. 230 

McLeaii, Biigadiat-General S. C, 
brigade of, 76 ; position of, 77 

Hacon, Ga., 145, 174, ITT, ISt et 
seq., 188, 196. 199, 302, 204. 
219,331 

MoPberaoo, Hajor-General James 



31, 34 et 
seq.; Sherman sends him 
ag^Dst Resaca, 31 et seq. ; in 



43, 46; ordered aeross tlie 
Ooetananla, 48, 50; at Cal- 
houn, 51 ; on Johnston's flank, 
53,53.66; at Yan Worth, TO ; 
moves on Dallas, T4, TS ; re- 
Ueres Davis, 84 et seq.; re- 
Haves Ho(dcer, 89. 01 ; at Aok- 
vorth. 98 ; at Big Bbanty Sta- 
tion. 94 et seq.; Joined b; 
Tfaomaa. 99 ; oaptnrea S20 
priMHiera, 100, 105 et eeq., 113, 
115etieq.,I18etseq.; atLit> 
tie Kenesaw, 134. 131 et seq., 
141 ; orders to, t«9 ; Sher- 
man's orders to. 146 et seq.; 
at Stone Honntun, 160 ; near- 
ing Atlanta, 153; at Peach 
Tree, 160, 1^; make* eoo- 
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neotJon with Sohofield, 163 et 
eeq., I66e<)ieq.; dekUiof,16U 
(note), im et nq., ITT 
laQnutoD, Colonel John C, bri- 
le of, 111 
1« 

Uaney, Hajot-Gonenl Geo^, di- 
viidOD of. 161, IflS, ITO, ITS 

Manigkult, Brigadier-Oeiteral A. 
H., 113 

Umuod, Brigadin-GeD«nl >L D. , 
biigadn of, 4C 

Haps- Gco^ia, 20; New Hope 
Chmoh, TI ; AtUnta, 90, 165, 
168; Joneaboco, SOS 

Uariette, Gl, 29, 64 et aeq., 69, 
B6, 69, B3 et leq., 06 et leq., 
lOQ et aeq., 103 et «eq., 107 et 
aeq., 110 et uq., 133 et aeq., 
1S9, 133, 1S4, 13T, 144, ITS, 
183, 315, 234 et aeq., 23T (note), 
231 et aeq. 

Itartin, Uajor^jteneial William 
T,, eavabj at, 46 

HelTille,28» 

JferidUn, Miaa., G et aeq. 

Hilam'i Bridge, 06 et aeq. 

lliU Creek Gap, 84, 80, 88 et aeq., 
88,236 

HilledgeYille, 0%., 334 

mileo, Ga., 234 

IlinDeHota. regiment of: Fooitfa, 



Hiniauppi, Military Diriaioii of, 

18, 19 
Hiaaonri, regiment of; Twelfth, 



Hitobell. Colonel John G., brigade 

of, 86, 123 
Mobile, Alft., 6 et aeq., 28, 918 et 



MontgomaiT, Ala., 7, 141, 144, 

ITT, 219 
Morgan, Fort, see Fort Hragan 
Morgan, Brigadier-Geneiol J. D., 

brigade ot 132, 191 et aeq., 

906 et aeq.. 2S8, 3ST 
Horriatown, Tean., 14, I6et(eq. 
Morrow's MiUa, 202 
Mount Ezra Chnroh, 183. 184 
Moont Gilead Cbnioh, 106 etaeq. 
Mount Olivet Chnroh, 86, !88 
Mad Creek, 100 et aeq. 
Mniray. battery of, 175 
Mnade Sboala, Ala., 238 
Mjer, battery of, 110 

Nanot's Obeek, 146, 160 et aeq. 

Naahnlle, Tenn., 2, T, 15, IV, 21 
et aeq., 163, 220 etaeq., SS6 

New Hope Chnroh, 6a.. 68, 80 et 
aeq., 8S, 92, M, 90 et aeq., 126; 
146,280,233 

Newnan, 143, 188 

New Oileana, La., 6, 33 

Newton, Majoi-General John, di- 
viaion o^ of Foartb Corpa, 34 
et aeq., 37, 44 et aeq., fi3, 78, 
109, 106, 131 et aeq., 136, 41 
et aeq., 152; movementao^ 
154 et >eq., 158, 161, 163, 383 

Newton'a Uille, 95 

Newtown, Qa. , 51 

New Tork, battery of : Thirteenth, 
110 

Niokalaok Creek, 83, 110, 12S et 
aeq., 131 et aeq., 143 

Nodine, brigade of, 106 

Noonday Creek, 9G et aeq., 90, 
lOS 

Nose's Creek, 101, 104 et eeq., 101 
etaeq., 126 

Noyea, Colonel B. F., 13S 



OcMCMU RiVBB, lU, 188, im 

OooiLM RiTcr, 188 

Ohlo,ARD7 o^4S, 60,68,68,66, 
TO; 76 «t aeq. , 93. M, IW, 182 ; 
iimet at, 136, 183, 180; 306, 
334etKq., 3S3;S36 

Ohio, 0«partiiwnt of, 1 et nq., 6 
tt wq., 14 at Mil., 34, 90, SI, 
36,37,10 

Ohio, raglinflnte of; Fifth, 47; 
Benotih, 78 ; Faactaantb, 160 ; 
Kfty-tiiird, 173; On« Hon- 
dxed Bud Third, 107, 189, 
Bfttter? of : Cookerell'i, 101 

Olley'a Creek, 100 et (eq., US, 
118 et Boq., 133 et aeq,, 130, 
133 

OortananlA River, 30, 3S et >eq., 
43 el wq. , 46 et Mq. , 60 et HHi. , 
fi7, as, 36, 3S4. 334 et eeq. 

Ootbo^locft Creek, 60 at Hq. 

Opdfoke, Colonel Bmarwia, 87 

Opolik^G*.. 141,177,183 

Oiteiboiu, Brigadie[-^3wier»l Pe- 
ter J., divirion of, 45, 86, 300, 
336 

Owen'* Mill. Ga., 73, 74 

PtcB'B Fust, 134, 137 et twq., 
146, 160, 336, 331 (note), SSS 

Paddook, Utter; of, 113 

Palmer, Hajor-General John M., 
of FonrteeDtb Corpa, 33 et 
aeq., 37, 40 ; at Camp Creek, 
48«t Beq.,4S, &4,e6et aaq., 
70, 73, 84, 93, 96 et aeq,, 103, 
105 et Hq., 117, 131 et leq., 
184 et leq. ; at Pace'i Ferry, 
ISO et seq. ; movamenta of, 
164 et aaq., 157; louea of, 
158, 163, 183, 184; directed 
to act nnder SohoGeld'a or- 



dera, 189; reliered of hia oom- 

maud, 190 
Parke, H^or-Oeneral John Q., 

nnmrnanda Ninth Corpa, 10; 

marohea agaiuat Longitree^ 

17 
Peaohtna Cr««k, 88, 146, 147, 

149 et aeq., 156, 160 et aeq., 

164. 181, 183, 314, 396 
Pea Tine Creek, 147, 153, 155 

(note), 17t 
Peyton, plantation at, 153 
PhiUipa'a Ferry, 189, 143, 14S, 160 
Piekett'aHill, 77, 79 et aeq., 87, 93 
Pillow, Ifajor-Oenanl Gideon J., 

143 
Pine Ht, Oa., 29, 63, 83, 90, 94 et 

aeq.,9S,333etB«q. 
Poe, Colonel O. M., Chief Bigi- 

neer. »4, 180, 330 (note) 
Polk, Lientenant-Oeneral Leoni- 

daa,28; at Reaaoa, 80 et aeq. ; 

poaition ot, & tt aeq.. 44; 

weakened, M; repnlaed, 46; 

marohEB to Calbann, 47; at 

Caaaville, 53 et aeq.; at Adair*- 

lille, 63; poaition of. 68, TV 

(note), 87 ; killed, 98, 149, 333 
Poplai Phwe, 3S 
Fort Undaon. Ia, 3 
Potomao, Army of the, IB 
Powder Springe, S3, 107 et ■eq., 

119, 130 
Poweta'a Ferry, 143, 160 
Preaeott, battery of, 306 et aeq. 
Preatman, Colonel E W., 83, 103, 

164 
Prioe, Major-General Sterling, 319 
Prootor'a Creek, 96, 183 et aeq. 
PuUbM, Tenn., 223 et leq. 
Pampkin Tine Creek, 6S, 68, 71 et 
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BuiOOCm OsraK, M et nq. 
Bmuoo, BrigadiaT-Gansral T. B. 

G., 197, SOOetieq., ISe 
BMun, Biigkdiei-Geaerkl Qreen 

a, 9S4,ai8 
Bed a^y, 35, 83 

Redfield, Coloiul Jamei, fell, 238 
Bed Okk, lee et esq. 
Been, Ckptain 0. B., OUet Engi- 

nser of the Aim; of the Ten- 

iieiM«,4e 
Beilly, Brtgadier-Oeneral Juoei 

W.,brig«ie of, 67, 109, 113, 

119 et leq., 123 «t nq., IW, 

171,198 
Renfro, 300 
Benoa, Ok., SO «t wq., 8G etieq., 

89et Hq.,46e(aeci., 48etuq., 

STetseq., 63, 06, 69, 334 et aeq. 
Bejoolda, Bri^diei-Oenenl D. 

H., AikuiBu brigade of, 8S 
BiohLH]dCredc,6T 
Biohmond, Ky. , 3 
Blohmond, Ta., G. 19, 33, SS, 86, 

49,132,146oteeq.,3ie 
BiDggold, Oa.. 35. as, 40 
BobinaoQ, Colonel Junes 3., bri- 
gade of, 109, 1ST 
Bookoaetle River, 11 
Boo^Face, Ga., 34, 39 et eeq., 

88 et eeq., 3T et seq., 40 et 



Bawarani, llajoi-Geaanl W. a, 
nicoeeded by Oeneral Tham- 
aa, 1 ; eO'.opeiatea iritb Bom- 
aide, 10; &t Chattanooga, IS 

BiMwell, Oa., 134, 136 et eeq., 
141eteeq.,!44, 181, SOS 

Bott«>niDDd Orael:, 131 



Bongh-and-Beady Station, 1T7, 
S03et<eq. 

Bonnean, Major-Oenetal Lorell 
H., I39et »q., 177,181,238 

Bowett, Colonel lUchard, brigade 

of, 387 et esq. 
BnCs Station, IBS 
Bnger, Brigadier-Oeneral Thomat 

H., brigade of, 109, 111, 167 

SlNDBBS, Ma)or D. W., 386 (note) 
SandtowQ, G>., 93, 96, 101, 106 et 
aeq., 109, 117, 130, 133 et seq., 
ISO, 183 et eeq., 141, 144 et 
eeq., IBS, 193 rt aeq., 197 et 
aeq., 306 
Sannden, Captain Ed. D., mor- 
tally wounded, 91 
Sanndera Fort, eee Fort Sanndera 
Saondera, Brigadier-General W. 

P., killBd, 14 
Savannah, Ga., S, Sl9, 334, 3S« 
SeboGeld, HaJor-GeneralJohn H,, 
oommanda the department of 
the Ohio, 3; ngoinet Long- 
■tieet, 6 et seq. ; eaooeeda Foe- 
t«r, l^ 17, 31; at Bed Clay, 
35; before Dalton, 33, 36; 
preues Johnston's front, 37 et 
aeq. ; at Rooky Face, 39, 40 ; 
at Snake Creek Gap, 43 et 
•eq., 45, 47 ; at Behota, 48, 
GO; fords the Connasanga, 
61 ; moTHB toward Caasville, 
68 et aeq.; deepatoh from 
Sherman, 56 ; advaooea Coi'e 
diTision, 57; at Dallaa, 66; 
orotaes at Milain'e Bridge, 67, 
73 (note) ; marohei t^mard 
Owen's Mills, 74 ; sererely in- 
jDied,76; podtioti ot ^t » ; 
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oroMM Aktooii* Creek, 89; 
tmutan Hony'i divuioti to 
hii iaft, 93 et aeq.; bia orden 
to Cox and H>»uU, 90 etseq., 
IH I nuuoheii along Sandtowa 
road, lOS etacq.; poaition of, 
lOe et Boq., 117. llS, 123, 134 ; 
atOUe^'i Cieek, 130 et uq.; 
report of, 187 ; at PhiUipe'a 
Ferrj, 1^; ShermAU'i orden 
to, 146 ; at Peaohtree Creek, 
160 et aeq., IflO ; )aiiied by 
HoPhenon, 163, 164, 186 et 
aeq, , 171 et aeq. ; hi* auocda- 
tiim with Sheimau, ITS, ISl, 

184 et aeq.; at Uto; Creek, 

185 et aeq ; before AtUnU, 
IM et aeq.; in front of Eaat 
Point, 107 etaaq.; atRongh- 
aad-Beady StaUon, 903, 304 
et aeq., 300 et aeq.; naits 
Loaiarille and Enoiville, 323 ; 
at Daltoi^336 et aeq.; Sher- 
man's deepatchflB to, 338 

Scribner, Colonel Benj. F., brigade 
of, 77 et aeq. 

Beam, Brigadier-General C. W., 
brigade of, 287 et aeq. 

Sehua, Ala., 33S 

Shenandoah Talle;, 146 

Bhermau, Uajor-Genenl Willi&m 
T., anooeede Grant in com- 
mand of Azmj at the Tennea- 
aea, 3 et eeq. ; moreB to relief 
of Bnmaide, 14, IT ; snooeeda 
Grant in oonmund of Diviuon 
of the MiafliBsippi, 19 ; onalyBiB 
of his oharaoter, 31 ; Tigoioiu 
mearares of, 23 «t seq. ; effee- 
tiveforoeof,35eteeq. ; acoepti 
Tbonuta'a plan of attacking 
Jdmaton, 81 et seq. ; mores hia 



toToea, 33 «t aeq. ; disapp^b 
ed at HcPtkeraon'a ooone, 37; 
diieota MoPlienon to atrength- 
en hia poaition, 39 ; ■nooeea u^ 
41 ; at Snake Creek Gap, 4S et 
aeq. ; on the Ooitaiianla, 46 et 
Bsq. : at AdairaTille,48; John- 
atm'i opinion of, 4S^ 51 ; bopea 
torapitohed battle, 53 et seq., 
hii deepatoh to Sohofield, 56 et 
aeq. ; orden all baggage left 
behind, SB, 61,83 ; at Kingirton, 
04 ; orders hie oentie to more 
sonthward, 65, 67 et aeq. ; po- 
sitian of, TO et eeq. ; makee a 
map, 76, 76 ; plana of, 83 et 
aeq., 86 et aeq. ; hia estimate 
of Confedente losaes, 86 ; re- 
anmea his flanking morement, 
89 ; at AokworUi, SS et aeq. ; 
plan* of, 96 et seq. ; hi* ad- 
vanoe along Bandtomi road, 
101, 108, 107; hia reboke to 
Hotter, 114; hie tioable in 
keeping his ann; supplied, 
116; hia plana, 118, 130; 133; 
loasesof, 137 ; reeomea his plan 
of opeimtionB, ISO; his orders to 
Thomas, 132 et seq. ; his de- 
spatch to HaUeok, 134 ; his es- 
timate of priaoneia taken, 136 
et seq. ; at Vining Station, 
138; aacoieB a orosaing of the 
Ohattahooohee, 140 et aeq.; 
deliberation* of, 144 et seq., 
148 et seq. ; at Peochtrea 
Creek, 150 et eeq. ; memoin, 
163, 169, 163, 164 ;recomioitrea, 
166; at Howard House, 168, 
170 (note) ; givea Logan He- 
Pheraon'i command, 171, ITS 
et aeq. ; purpose of, 177 ; ajh 
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IvoTMof Logan, ITS at uq., 
ISSetieq. ; hia diaattufution 
with QuTud, 189; reoom- 
mendi G«nenl Dane u Folni- 
er'a nuweuoT, 190, 191 etseq. ; 
oumoudM AtUnta, SOB et 
■eq., ai3; borica Uu Con- 
fedentedaad, 216, SIT «t wq., 
31B; hi* oonespondenoe with 
Hood, 330 et acq. ; datemuDea 
to oroaa tbe Cbattahooobee, 
334 et leq,, 337, 330, 3S1 
(note); oonoantratoa Ma umy, 
333 et aaq. i aaiamblw hia 
annj at Binne, 336 et aeq. 

Shielda, Captain Joaeph C, bat- 
teT7of, 113 

Ship Gap, Ga., 83, 338 

Shoal Creek, 153, ISS at aaq., 161 

Sligh'a MUK 67, T4 

Slooom, MajoT-Geneial H. W., ITS 
et Hq. ; at Chattahoochee 
Bridge, 196 et aeq., ordered to 
enter Atlanta, 304; Atlanta 
■nrrendeied to, SOS; ordered 
to hold Atlanta, 334, 3S3 

Smith, Brigadier-QenerKl Juo. K, 
of Fifteenth Corpa, 143 

Smith. Brigadisr-General W. Soof, 
eetseq. 

Smith, General Giles A., 40, 130 ; 

163, 167, ITO, 302 

Smith, Geneial 6. W., oonunander 
of the QeorKia militia, IIT, 
160, 164, 174, 184 ; losaea of, 
314 

Smitti, BrigadiBT-Oeneral Horgan 
L., diTiaion of. 89, 130, 126, 
13^150,167; anooeeda Logan 
in ccanmand of Fifteenth 
Corp., ITl, 172, 175, 186, 300 



Bmrrna, Ga., 124, 131, 134, 138, 
2S4etieq. 

Snake Crsek Gap, SI, 83, 30, SB 
etaeq.,^4T,e],B0,38T 

Soap Creek, 1ST et aeq. 

Somenet, Kj., 11 

Sonth Biver, 167 

Spragne, Colonel Jolm W., hrigada 
of, 16T, 171 

Spring HiIli,S4 

Spring Place, Ga., 48 

Stanley, Ha]oi-Geneial D. 8., di- 
riaion of, 44, 78, 106, 131 et 
aeq.. 153, 164; at Peaohtree, 
160; inooeeda Howard, ITV; 
in front of Atlanta, 194 ; north 
of Atlanta. 106 et aeq., 190 ; 
at Bongh-and-Readj Statics, 
303; ordered to deitior the 
railroad, 204 et aeq.; in oom- 
mand of the arm; of the 
Cmnberland, 336, SSI ; ordered 
to couueot wiUi Howard, 333 
et aeq.; atarta forReaaoa, 386 
etKq. 

Steedman, Major-General Jaa. B., 
given conimand of the If orUi- 
em part of Georgia, 142 ; rdn- 
foraee Laiboldt, 196, 233, 336 
jor-GanBi»l Carter 
L., diviaion of, 38, 44, 47, 108^ 
no, 113 



Stewart, Lt Gen. A. P., dlTiaion 
of, 38, 44, Ta. 108; aaaigned 
to oonunand of Polh'a OOrpa, 
149, 163; at Atlanta, 160 et 
aeq., 164, IT4, 184; goes to 
1,198,308 



Tasoo RiTW, 10 

Toong. Brigftdier-Qenaial W. I 

brigade of, 338 et aeq.; (afc 

priwtiiar, 331 

ZtowCauaoM, 108 
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Messrs. CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS 

Inblish, nndei tlie general title of 

THE CAMPAIGNS OF THE CIVIL WAR, 

A Series of volumCB, contributed by a number of leading 
BctoT* in and atudenta of the great conflict of i8Gi-'6Si with 
B view to bringinK together, for the &ret time, a full and 
anthoritative military history of the auppreaaioa of the 
Rebellion. 

The final and eihaustive torm of this great narrative, in which every 
doubt thall be settled and every detail covered, mar he a possibility 
only of tbe (uluce. But it is a matter Ibr turprise ttiat twenty yean 



has grown up needing; such knowledge, there is do authority which ia 
at the same time ot the hiebesi rank, intelligible and trustworthy, and 
to which a reader can turn for any general view o[ the Geld. 

The many reports, regimental hislories, memoir*, and other materl- 
Xs of value for special passages, require, for their intelligent reading, 
an ability to combine and proportion them which Iha ordinary reader 
does not possess. There have been no attempts at general bistories 
which have supplied this satisfactorily to any large part of the public. 
Undoubtedly there bas been no such narrative as would be especially 
welcome to men of the new generation, and would be valued by a very 
great class of readers ; — and there has seemed to be great danger that 
uie time would be allowed to pass when it would be possible to give 
to such a work the vividness and accuracy that come from personal 
recollection. These facts led to the conception of the present work. 

From every depanmenl of the Government, from the officers of the 
army, and ftom a great number of custodians of records and special infor- 
mation everywhere, both authors and publishers have received every aid 
that could be asked in this undertaliing - and in announcing the issue of 
the work the publishers take this occasion to convey the thanks wbich 
the aattiors have had individual opportunities to express elsewhere. 



The volumes are duodecimos of about 350 pages each, 
illustrated by maps and plans prepared under the direction 
of the authors. 

The price of each volume Is $1.00. 



i.—me Outbreak of SebeUUm. By John G. Nicolat, 
Esq., Private Secretary to Present Ijncoln ; late Confut 
General to France, etc. 
A ercUniBan volume, dociibipg ih* opeiuni of An war, *pd caroiv At 

finHl ftDB dw alectiiin ef Lincoln to dw ad el tiia Bat bald* of BdU Kun. 
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tI*—Tirom Fort BCenry to Corinth. By the Hon. H. 
F. FoRCB, Justice of the Superior Court, Cmcinnatti ; Ule 
Brigadier- General and Bv(, Haj. Gen'l, U.S.V., comnMmdii^ 
First Dividon, t7th Corps: in 1S62, Lieut Colonel of the 
aoth Ohio, commanding toe t^pment at SMloh; Treasoret ol 
the Society of the Atmy of the Teun 

Tb*' 



,—'J.'ne feninguia. By Alexandkk S. Webi 
PrcEident of the Collie of^tbeCity of New York: 
Chief of Actillery, Army of the Fotoroac, i&Gi''62 ; Iiiq>ectac 
General Fifth Anny Corps; General commanding 3d Dir., 
3d Corps; Major General Asagned, and Chief of Staff, Anoj 
of the Potomac. 
n* bnCny of HcCMIu'* 
waA attbe Scno Dayi' Fisht. 

IVi—The Armjf under Pope. By John C Rofks, Esq., 
«f the Military Historical Society of Massachusetts, the Masn- 
chnsetla Historical Society, etc 

Fraa [beupuatmentafPopetDcanmuidllui AnDT ofVirEinil, a Ae>piioiii> 
menliif McCIalaBtalbegeaenlaimiiuadia September, 1861 



WlNTHROP Palfrky, Bvt. BripUlier Geni, U.S.V., and fonn> 
erly Colonel aoth Mass. Infantry ; Lieut. Col. of the aoth 
Massachusetts at the Battle of the Antielam; Member of 
the Military Historical Society of Massachusetts of the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society, etc. 
»ta At appointment ot Mcadlan to Ac Eenenl command, September, iB6i,'M 



n.—ChaneelloriwUte and OeUyaburg. By Abnkr 
DouBLEDAY, Bvt. Mai, Geol, U.S.A., and Maj. (Jen'I, 
U.S.V. ; commanding the First Corps at Giettysbur^ etc 

Fran the HmoinlinEnt of Hooka', Ihrougk ■!— ~mp.i[p.. rfr»i.nf>llnm^lji .ij 
OcttyibiuK. ■■> ^ retreat of Lee after the latter battle. 

TII,r~Th€ Amm of tho CumberUMnd. By Henry m. 
Cist, Brevet Brig. Geni U.S.V. ; A.A.G. on the staff of 
Major GenT Rosecrans, and afterwards on that of Major GenU 
Thomas ; Correspondisg Secretary of the Society of the Am^ 
of the Cumberland. 

From tbc fmalliM of the Anty «f lb* Cunberitad ta dw ad «( die budw M 

OaHUMOC*, NsvembB, ilfii. 
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fJII.—The MisatMlppi, Br Francis Vintok Grun^ 
Lieut, of Engineert, U. S. Ann; ; late Milituy Attach^ to tba 
V. S. Legation in St. Petenbiuy ; Aathot of " The Riuwui 
Amy md its Caunpaign* in Turkej in 1877-78," and of 
*' Aimf Life in Rnsda." 



IX. — AUanta. Bf the Hon. Jacob D. Cox, Ex-Governor of 

Ohio ; late Secntaiv of the Interior of the United Slates ; 

Major General U. S.V., comroMidlng Twentjr-thlrd Corp* 

dniing the campaigns of Atlanta and the Caroling etc. , etc 

Fmn Shsmu't fint advuiicfl into Gflorga v Maj, t8&4, to Iha In ^iiminj <]| 

IfaB Uudi to Ihc So. 



XI-— The Shenandoah VaUey to 18S4. The Ootw- 
paign of Sheridan, Hj Giokcb E. Pond, Esq., Asw>- 
daie Editor of the Armj and Navy ynirnai, 

XII.— The nrginta Campaign of '64 and >6S. The 
Army of the Fotemac ana the Army of the 
Jamea. By Andkew A. Humfukkys, Brigadier General 
and BvL M^or General, U. S. A. ; late Chief of Engineera; 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac, 1S63-64; conrntanding 
Secoiid Corps, i864-'65, etc., etc 

atatittie€U Record of the Armtea of the United 
States. By Frxdxucx FaisTBRHt, late Captain U. S. A. 

Tfaii R«ord uidvdei the fiffuni of the quous uid men ftctuaUy fumiibed W 
■IISDtei; aUitofallarguiatinit munered uiio die U. 8. xciricc: tlis iDoigA 
of tiiaanar u Tviout pcrvdt ; It* ornniatian ia aniuB«t cnpa, BtC'! Iha dinti^ia 
of tht covDtry inla dflpartnenta, etc.; dmnological Hit of tH ttift^trntDtt, wiih dw 
iou» in aau ; ubuucod itatcnuntB of all L«Kt in Ihe wkt^ mtb the aum of 
death, etc; fiill liili of all general oSccn, and an '— ~"— unounl of odicr iiluabls 
naditical malKr nloliDg to Ihs War, 

The complete Set, thirteen volamea, in * box. Price, $13.39 

Single volume!, . . . i.oa 

,* Ar raU if ail iaaitt/leri, cr ttnt, fesl-faid, afvn rtctifl tff*if,hy 

CHARLES SCRIBNBR'S SONS, Publlohcn, 

IS3-I57 Fifth AvsNUt, Niw YcxK, 



THE NAVY IN THE CIVIL WAR. 



THE WORS OF THE NAVY b tha Suppmaon of the RebdliBQ ml 
cvnuolir BDt Ifiu nmofkmUe than due oT thn Artay. The ■ame force* 
which developed from our Tohinlecn lome of d» fineit bodies of uldien m 
B quite ai wDvderfuUT in ti 



ereatioii— of ■ Natt, which wu lo cope, iu Iha £ni time, with As prgblemi ol 
modem wu&n. The £wt* Ihil Ihe Ciril War wu Ae fim great conflict in 
which ileam was the modm power of ihipi ; that it wai marked bj th« introduce 
tion <rf the inmcbd i and that it law, lor the £nl time, the attempt to blockade 
tuch » vait leofth of b«iik c«a«— will make U an epoch lor the technical 
ttudeot evefywhen. For Americana, whoie nmditiou of power* at aea azv 
among (heir ■troDce at , diia lidi of the bur yean Mmg^ haa an interest fulijr 
equal >o the other — pctfaapa erai with Ihe added ektnent of Tomaiicc thai alwajra 
bdonEi to sea fifbiiiii. 

Bat while Ihe Anny baa been Ibrtunato in the nnmber and chaTqcter of IhoH 
who have csniributEd b) iia wrinen hisbxy, the Navy haa been compaiaiivcly 
without annalistL Daring a receal ccurse of publications on tlM military opera- 
tions of the war, Ibc publishers were in constant receipt of letten pointing out 
(his (act, and eipressini the wish thai ■ complete naval history of Ihe four year* 
nijEht he written hy competent hand^ This Icstiioony was hardly needed to 
■um^est the want ; but it was a ationg encoutagemeat to ask the aroperation a£ 
^aval officers in supplying it. An eflbrt made in this directku resulted in the 
cordial adoption and carying out of plans by which Mesin. Charli* Sduuiia'a 
SONS are enabled tD pubUsh ■ work of the highest authority and interen^ 
covering this oitire field, in the following three volumes, giving the whole nan^ 
tive of Naval Operatioiu from 1&61 to 1S65, 

J.— The Blccktide and the Cruitera. 

By Profeuor J. Russell Solmt. U. S. Navy. 
IL—Ute Atlantic Coagt. 

Bj Rear-Admiral Daniel Ammen, U. S. Nsyy. 
iJJ.— 1%« OiUf and Inland Waters. 
B; Commaiider A. T. Mahan, U. S. Navy. 



The Vidoines are unifonn in aiie with the Series of " Cam- 
paigos of the Civil Wu," and contmin mapa and diagrams 
piepaied under the direction of the authort. 



:Price per volume, $1.00. 

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, FUBLISHEKS, 
tS3-tS7 Fifth Avenui, New Yobk, 
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Stanford, California 



In order that others may use this book, 
please return it as soon as possible, but 
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